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Fr. Smith addresses major 
points of conflict on campus
by Ryan Ainscough ’02
News Editor
Sanctions issued 
in response to 
recent assault
At this semester’s Faculty 
Meeting, held on April 12, Rev. 
Philip Smith, O.P., College 
President, addressed
controversial issues he has been 
accused of evading. The hiring 
policy, the vetoing of MLK 
Scholarship proposals, the 
Diversity Requirement and the 
recent suspensions of three 
students were all explained and 
expounded upon by Smith in his 
speech.
Many faculty members 
expressed satisfaction in Fr. 
Smith’s approach. “He hit (the 
issues) head on,” said Dr. 
Rodney Delasanta, Professor of 
English and Director of the 
Honors Program.
Others, however, were not as 
supportive. “I think he raised 
the issues that are of concern,” 
said Dr. Margaret Manchester, 
Professor of Sociology and 
Director of American Studies. 
“Whether he ajlayed any of 
these issues is another concern.” 
Fr. Smith began the speech 
by recognizing the criticism he 
has received in recent years. 
“Over the past few years, my 
decisions have been widely 
discussed by many and severely 
criticized by some,” he said.
Family Day offers 
2004 a taste of PC
by Juliana Patsourakos ’02
News Staff
Prospective members of the 
Class of 2004 came to 
Providence College in the rain 
on Saturday April 15 to get a 
taste of the College. The event, 
Family Day, welcomes 
accepted students and their 
families.
Families began arriving at 
11:00 am to receive registration 
information and eat lunch at 
Peterson Gym. Members of the 
Friars Club and Admissions 
Ambassadors were available to 
help navigate families and 
answer any questions 
throughout their day.
After lunch, Rev. Philip 
Smith, O.P., College President, 
welcomed the crowd and spoke 
about the Providence College 
community. Fr. Smith said that 
PC graduates frequently gain 
admission to top notch law, 
medical, and graduate schools
My Fair Lady comes 
alive on the Trinity 
Repertory stage.
A& E has the review, 
page 16
c
“1 know that some of you do not regard 
some of my decisions and my manner of 
making them as expressions of ‘trust, 
respect and friendship ’ but as arbitrary and 
authoritative. It has never been my intent by 
action or decision to be either hurtful or 
divisive. ”
-Rev. Philip Smith, O.P., College President
In response to these 
concerns, Fr. Smith explained 
his motives along with the 
procedures he takes to resolve 
issues. “I want to reflect on how 
I understand the nature and 
and have the edge to enter the 
professional world successfully. 
Although Smith spoke about the 
success of students as being 
important to P.C., the most 
significant element of education 
according to Smith, is the total 
person.
“Above all, we hope that at 
the end of our lives, other 
people will say of our graduates. 
. . that the world was better 
because they lived,” said Smith.
Following Fr. Smith’s 
greetings, Craig MacLellan ’02 
spoke on behalf of the student 
body. MacLellan congratulated 
and welcomed the crowd, 
revealing some of his insights 
on college life.
MacLellan spoke of the 
opportunities available for 
students as they enter their 
college years. “College teaches 
you the true essence of what it 
means to be you. It gives you 
the opportunity to set your own 
goals, and make your own 
obligations of my position and 
the framework 1 use for decision 
making,” he said.
“When they elected me, the 
Fr. Smith, page 6
dreams, and begin to fulfill 
them. College allows you to 
finally be that person who you 
always knew you were, but 
were afraid to actually be,” he 
commented.
MacLellan also described 
some aspects of the college 
lifestyle. “College is being away 
from home and realizing how 
important family is and how 
lucky you are to have it. It is 
stress, and it is fun,” he said.
Although MacLellan shared 
the vast opportunities that PC 
has offered him personally, he 
urged each student to make his 
or her own, independent 
decision about where to attend 
college.
“Of course, I can’t tell you 
whether PC will be the right one 
for you or not. That is for you, 
and for you only, to decide. But, 
I can tell you that anyone who 
comes to Providence College
Family Day, page 6
by M. F. Stauff ’00
Assoc. Editor-in-Chief '99- ’00
Rev. Philip Smith, O.P., 
promised the parents of the 
Class of 2004 at Family Day 
that he would do whatever 
necessary to ensure the safety 
of their children. Two weeks 
later, following investigations, 
questions and hearings, the fates 
of eight students facing 
disciplinary charges has been 
decided.
Measures taken range from 
dismissal to suspension to 
disciplinary probation.
The disciplinary hearing 
stems from an incident that 
occurred the night of April 10 
outside the off-campus 
apartment of Thomas Cook ’00. 
The students facing the 
sanctions went to Cook’s house 
to settle a difference they had 
with him after he refused their 
This has obviously been a very 
difficult time for both Provi­
dence College, as well as our 
entire basketball team.
-Tim Welsh, Men’s Basketball Head Coach
entrance into a local nightclub 
earlier in the weekend. Police 
were called to the scene and 
Cook, Mark Hogan '00 and 
Ryan Kerwin ’00, were all 
injured in the following assault.
Judicial proceedings began 
Tuesday, April 18, to decide on 
any disciplinary measures to be 
brought against the implicated 
students. Following 22 hours 
of interviews and deliberations, 
the six-person committee 
released their decision on 
Tuesday, April 25. The hearing 
took a full week because the 
panel decided to suspend talks 
for Easter Break.
Due to FERPA (Federal 
Education to Rights Privacy 
Act), Rev. J. Stuart McPhail, 
O.P., Vicem President of 
Student Services, could not 
confirm that any of the eight 
students are basketball players. 
However, Llewellyn Cole ’00, 
Jamaal Camah ’01, David 
Murray ’01 and Donta Wade ’01 
(all members of the Men’s 
Basketball team) were 
arraigned in Providence District 
Court on April 14. The 
Providence Journal also cites 
unnamed on-campus sources as 
Golf finishes third at 
URI tourney. Sports 
has full coverage on 
page 32
confirming that all eight 
students charged are members 
of the Men’s Basketball team.
At their District Court 
hearing, Cole, Murray and 
Camah were each charged with 
one count of simple assault. 
Wade faces the more serious 
charge of one count of felony 
assault and one count of simple 
assault. Wade did not need to 
enter a plea because he faces a 
felony charge, but the other 
three players pleaded innocent 
and all were released on either 
bail or personal recognizance.
Captain Martin Hames of the 
Providence Police Department 
says the investigation into the 
assault is still open but at this 
time there is nothing he can 
disclose.
A press release from the 
Office of College Relations says 
“No exceptions in our 
procedure or its outcome have 
been made because students 
involved may be members of 
one of the College’s athletic 
teams. Our student-athletes are 
first and foremost, students, 
subject to the same 
requirements and expectations 
we have for all Providence 
College students.”
Men’s Basketball Head 
Coach Tim Welsh implies in the 
press release that at least some 
of his players are involved by 
saying, “This has obviously 
been a very difficult time for 
both Providence College, as 
well as our entire basketball 
team. There are many lessons 
to be learned by all involved in 
this situation. I believe that it 
is in the best interest of 
everyone concerned to hold 
judgement and comment until 
the College’s disciplinary 
process is complete. Each 
student involved has certain 
rights, including that of an 
appeal. When the process is 
complete, I will then be able to 
discuss the effects it will have 
on our program.”
Following any disciplinary
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Students debate over abortion
Paul Kessimian ’01 advocates pro-choice ideology
By Laura Meneses ’03
Asst. News Editor
The moral, legal, political, and social 
implications of abortion were carefully 
considered on April 13 in Moore Hall 
III during a debate between pro-life 
spokespeople John McBrine ’01 and 
Theresa Hancock ’01 and pro-choice 
representatives, Paul Kessimian ’01 and 
Meredith Reed ’00. Co-sponsored by the 
Pastoral Service Organization/Campus 
Ministry and the Providence College 
Debate Team, the debate took place 
during Pro-life Week on campus.
According to Susan FitzPatrick ’00, 
Debate Team Liaison, the close timing 
of the event to the suspension of three 
students who posted flyers concerning 
the topic of abortion was coincidental.
The opposing arguments





(There) is an 
inherent law to 
procreate. Life 
should not be 
destroyed.
-John McBrine ’01
Rather, the debate was held to provide 
an opportunity for students to exchange 
ideas without “threat of recourse,” said 
McBrine. “The purpose of this (debate) 
is to create dialogue,” said FitzPatrick.
Classification of the fetus was 
grounds for opposition between the 
teams. Much controversy surrounds the 
question of when the fetus is viable. 
“The argument between pro-life and pro­
choice sides rests on (the correct labeling 
of the fetus),” said Reed.
Complete with a genetic code and 
showing sign of brain activity as early, 
as six weeks after conception, the fetus 
is truly human, said members of the pro- 
life team. “Whatever is human, is human 
from the beginning,” added McBrine.
The negative moral consequences of 
abortion were pin-pointed by pro-life 
spokespeople. Because the fetus is 
considered human, the pro-life advocates 
compared abortion to murder. The acts 
are similar in that abortion involves 
“taking the life of an innocent person,” 
said Hancock. “Murder is always 
wrong,” added McBrine.
However, due to mitigating 
circumstances, the moral implications of 
abortion are not as severe, according to 
pro-choice representatives. It is 
not necessarily immoral for a 
woman to undergo an abortion 
because one must take into 
account her particular situation, 
said Reed. It is unfair to label 
abortion as an immoral procedure 
because, in instances such as rape, 
“(the victims) didn’t consent to 
the sexual act,” said Reed. 
Abortion may be the only option 
for these victims, she added, 
because they are unable to 
provide for a child. “The pro-life 
side has diminished the 
importance of circumstance,” 
stated Kessimian.
It is an “extreme statement” to 
g call those who choose abortion 
2 murderers, added Kessimian. 
§ While murder and abortion both 
S result in death, each reflects very 
| different circumstances. 
^“Abortion is qualitatively 
a different than going out and 
-= shooting someone,” added Reed. 
According to pro-choice 
spokespeople, the right to privacy 
and to make a decision outlined
in the Roe v. Wade case is being 
challenged by pro-life representatives. 
Stressing the importance of free will, 
Kessimian said that members of society 
should have the right to make intimate 
decisions, such as abortion, themselves.
In certain facets of life, the right to 
choose is important, responded 
McBrine. However, he pointed out that 
this right is abused in instances, such as 
abortion, when the decisions are harmful 
to others. Women who choose abortion 
are misusing their right to choose 
because the procedure results in a hurtful 
outcome, the death of a fetus. “Children 
are not disposable depending on the 
convenience of the mother,” stated 
Hancock.
The right to life supercedes the right 
to privacy, said McBrine. He referred 
to natural law dictating that everyone, 
including the unborn, has the right to life. 
“(There) is an inherent law to procreate. 
Life should not be destroyed,” he said.
A conflict of legalilty also arose 
between the pro-choice and pro-life 
debaters. Reed emphasized the difficulty 
in enforcing a law prohibiting abortion. 
The illegalization of abortion would 
result in mass complications because the 
practice would continue in “back alleys” 
without regard to health and safety, she 
said.
With proper support systems, 
however, the illegalization of abortion 
would not be problematic, explained 
Hancock. With education programs, 
especially programs that inform women 
of alternative options, such as adoption, 
the danger of illegal abortion would 
decrease, she said. Programs would 
make women more aware of alternatives, 
she added. Therefore, those who feel 
thay are unable to care for a child would 
turn to options other than abortion. “If 
you make (abortion) illegal and provide 
different support systems...(illegal­
ization) would be beneficial,” said 
Hancock.
Abortion, page 4
Computer replacement a step closer
Upcoming computer software demonstrations will impact future student life
by Ryan Ainscough ’02
News Editor
In the upcoming weeks, three 
computer software vendors will visit the 
Providence College campus to give 
students and staff an up-close 
demonstration of their computer 
systems. These demonstrations may 
eventually lead to a whole new way for 
students to do everything from 
registering for classes to checking their 
grades.
“Now we’re getting really serious 
about it; we’re excited,” said Charles 
Haberle, Assistant Vice President of 
Academic Affairs. Haberle chairs the 
committee that has been working on 
replacing the college’s 
computer systems since the 
fall. The committee, named 
the Administrative 
Software Replacement 
Committee, is comprised of 
faculty members, along 
with two student rep­
resentatives, Craig 
MacLellan ’02 and Tim 
Farrell ’01.
Out of the ten 
applicants, three compan­
ies, Bi-Tech Software, Inc./
Software Research North-west, Oracle 
Corporation/Exeter Educational 
Management Systems, and Systems & 
Computer Technology Corp., were 
selected by the committee to complete 
the job.
The software demonstrations will 
take place in May in the Slavin Center 
soft lounge. The demonstrations will run 
according to scripts, drawn up by the 
committee, which detail certain 
capabilities the committee is looking for 
in a computer system. The student script, 
for example, contains requirements such 
as “(the student) is behind one course 
because of a course withdrawal in her 
freshman year. Allow the system to 
provide her with an automated message 
warning her of this credit deficiency,” 
and “Now permit (the student) to begin 
to register via the web for her fall 
courses, but only after she has obtained 
her registration authorization clearance 
Charles Haberle
Student Recognition Awards
Students were honored for their contributions to the Providence College community on 
April 26 at the Fifth Annual Student Recognition Program.
Unsung Hero: Mary Szubiak (BOP) and Laura Ann Chapiga (Veritas) 
Most Successful Fundraising Program: Organization of Student Social Workers 
Most Creative New Program: Stuartstock (Student Congress and S.T.E.P. 1) 
Outstanding Community Service Project: Education Club 
Most Creative Marketing Plan: Office of Residence Life 
Most Improved Student Organization: A Cappella Club 
Most Valuable Programmer: Deanna Duggan 
Levels of Recognition:
Bronze Level: A Cappella Club, The Cowl, Debate Team and Forensics Team 
Silver Level: Economics Club, S.T.E.P. 1, and Organization of Student Social Workers 
Gold Level: Pastoral Service Organization and Education Club 
Outstanding Student Organization: Pastoral Service Organization 
Special Recognition: 
Matt Anderson (BOP)
Julie Holstrom (Student Congress) 
Fred Coughlin (Stuart’s) 
Sarah Allen (BOP)
from her faculty advisor.”
The vendors will take these items, 
along with many others, from the script 
and, with an overhead projector, 
demonstrate how their system will fufill 
these demands. There are six scripts in 
all, including financial aid, human 
resources, and others.
One problem the committee 
anticipates in the demonstration process, 
however, is the poor timing of the 
demonstrations. The committee planned 
to host demonstrations in April, 
according to Haberle, but this cannot be 
accomplished due to the vendors’ 
conflicting schedules. “The earliest they 
were saying...was May. They (are) 
booked,” he stated.
Poor student 
attendance may result 
from this timing, added 
Haberle. “We recognize 
that it’s not at the best 
opportune time for people 
to participate in these 
demos,” he added.
Even so, Haberle hopes 
for some student 
participation. “We want to 
make sure we have at least 
some student and some 
faculty participation to
have that feedback,” he explained.
To encourage student participation, 
the committee has contacted Student 
Congress and has worked closely with 
the two student representatives on the 
committee. In addition, the committee 
has made it easier for students to 
participate, according to Haberle, by 
creating an environment in which a 
student can easily attend the 
demonstrations for a half-hour or so, and 
still be able to provide feedback. “We’re 
not expecting that people are going to 
attend all three days,” he said. “If people 
come for an hour, they’ll have a pretty 
good sense for what the system can do.” 
MacLellan, speaking as both a 
student and a committee member, 
observed that “student participation is 
very important.” Although he recognized 
that “some of the dates are at the end of
Demos, page 5
Library Hours for Reading and Exam Periods
Saturday, May 6................................................................. 8:00 a.m. - 11:45 p.m.
Sunday, May 7 - Friday, May 12...................................... 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 a.m.
Saturday, May 13............................................................... 8:00 a.m. - 11:45 p.m.
Sunday, May 14 - Monday, May 15..................................8:00 a.m. - 1:00 a.m.
Tuesday, May 16................................................................ 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
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Earth Day hits Slavin lawn
by Kristin Stanley ’01
News Staff
A survey of 100 Providence College 
students showed that less than 70 percent 
of students make an effort to conserve 
water. In an attempt to make students 
aware of environmental issues such as 
this, the Environmental Club honored 
Earth Day on April 17 with speakers, live 
music and informational tables, among 
other attractions.
“We became an active club this year, 
so this event is to get our name out 
there,” said Rebecca Upham ’00, a club 
member.
At 1:30 pm, 12 members of the 
Environmental Club set up various tables 
(Students) are affecting the environment 
and health of others. People are not 
informed that they are causing third world 
nations to starve
-Malgorzata Swiontkowska ’02
and prepared for three performances: 
Special Guest, Rosemary Crass and Kid 
Charlemagne.
Each of the tables set up offered 
information concerning the preservation 
of the Earth.
Ali Klein ’01 designed t-shirts and 
sweatshirts specifically for the event, 
which displayed an “Earth Day at 
Providence College” logo. Also, cards 
with various quotes and green ribbons 
were distributed. Each quote represented 
the club’s main objective. One, for 
New housing plan may
push seniors off-campus
Soon all dorms will join McVinney in single-sex status.
by Kristin DiQuollo ’02
Asst. News Editor
In an attempt to address the issue of 
overcrowding in dorms, the Office of 
Residence Life has developed a plan to 
eliminate quadding in the traditional resi­
dence halls.
The plan, which will be implemented 
with the Class of ’04, may also require a 
number of seniors to seek off-campus 
housing. “It all depends on the actual 
sizes of the incoming classes and how 
many students voluntarily choose to 
move off campus,” commented Rev. 
Kenneth Sicard, O.P, Director of Resi­
dence Life.
Fr. Sicard continued to explain the 
plan. By the 2003-2004 academic year, 
all the traditional residence halls will 
house triples, he said, as they were all 
originally designed.
“We will reserve enough beds on 
campus for incoming freshmen and 
sophomores,” he continued. Fr. Sicard 
added that an overflow of sophomores 
into apartments is anticipated. Juniors 
will be given priority over sophomores 
in apartment selection, and remaining 
apartments will be made available to 
example, read “Change only takes place 
through action. Frankly speaking not 
through prayer or meditation, but 
through action” (XIV Dalai Lama).
With the help of Alpha Graphics in 
Providence, students also designed and 
sold recycled notebooks . The company 
used cereal boxes as covers and recycled 
paper, collected throughout the year from 
the computer lab and library, for the 150 
pages of each notebook. “We want to 
have a greater awareness of 
environmental issues on campus. The 
notebooks are an example of making 
students aware of the issues present 
today,” Upham said.
The Providence College Sailing Team 
also participated in the day’s activities.
To raise awareness of water pollution, 
they set up a table in conjunction with 
Save the Bay, an organization founded 
to preserve Narragansett Bay. “People 
don’t realize that the Providence water 
is horrible. Save the Bay is working with 
Providence and the Massachusetts area 
to improve the water,” stated Corey 
Delaney '01 and Melissa Moore ’01, 
members of the P.C. Sailing Team.
In addition to pamphlets, the table,
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seniors. Because seniors will select last, 
a number of them may not attain on-cam- 
pus housing.
“The rationale behind applying this 
plan to seniors as opposed to juniors is 
based on the greater maturity level of the 
senior class, and the fact that, if juniors 
are forced to move off campus, they 
would not likely return to on-campus 
housing as seniors,” as the introduction 
to the written plan explains.
In addition to de-quadding, the tra­
ditional halls will return to single sex 
dorms to accommodate the appropriate 
number of students of each incoming 
class. Dore, Fennell, Guzman, 
McDermott and St. Joseph Halls and St. 
Thomas House will house male students, 
and Aquinas, McVinney, Meagher, and 
Raymond Halls will be female dorms.
The Admissions Office is also aiding 
the overcrowding problem by working 
to reduce the size of incoming freshman 
classes to 925 from the current 975 stu­
dents.
When asked if the College intended 
to build additional halls in the future, Fr. 
Sicard responded, “That’s a complicated
Housing, page 4
“Finding Darwin’s God
Dr. Kenneth Miller discusses the relationship between evolution and religion
By Laura Meneses
Asst. News Editor
Does the teaching of evolution 
contradict basic religious doctrine? 
Certainly not, said Dr. Kenneth Miller, 
Professor of Biology at Brown 
University, during a discussion held in 
Moore Hall III on April 17. Included as 
part of this semester’s Biology Speaker 
Series, Finding Darwin's God: The New 
Battle of Evolution was co-sponsored by 
the Providence College Theology and 
Biology Departments.
Miller explained that although the 
scientific findings of Charles Darwin, 
which support evolution were unveiled, 
over one and a half centuries ago, 
controversy over this theory remains. 
Due to a number of conflicting beliefs, 
evolution continues to be a heated issue, 
said Miller.
Scientific creationists, for example, 
refute the idea of evolution and go so 
far as to call evolution an illusion, 
because they believe the earth to be very 
young, Miller stated. However, he noted 
that other scholars, such as Michael 
Behe, Professor of Biochemistry at 
Lehigh University, believe that the 
biochemical complexity of the cell 
cannot be explained by evolution. 
“(Evolution) is a very shaky piece of 
science,” stated Miller.
Miller contradicted this evaluation, 
however, by sighting that the 
It y rare to find, in biology, someone who 
can coherently talk about evolution and 
the Catholic faith.
-Jennifer Neil ’03
accumulation of scientific evidence, 
proves that Darwin’s theory of evolution 
is correct. “It really is a settled question. 
There really is a speciation event that 
involved our ancestors,” he added.
According to Miller, our ancestry to 
pre-human species is clear due to the 
research of fossil records that prove 
ancestral relationships. Human descent 
with modification from animals, such as 
the ape, is evident in fossil records that 
outline “a continuous transition of non­
human to human.”
“Fossils are not fragmentary or rare,” 
he explained. “(They are) a genuine 
record of what Charles Darwin called 
descent with modification.”
Considered a threat to religious 
beliefs, the theory of evolution continues 
to be a controversial issue. Many reject 
evolution, said Miller, because Darwin 
seems to make God unnecessary. It is 
suggested that evolutionary creation 
conflicts with the divine creation of the
Chapel Update
* High stage has been installed in the 
interior of the upper drum that will 
allow all the "trades" to work on the 
upper level.
* Contractors sprayed on the fire 
proofing material at the lower level.
* Electricians are finishing the 
"rough" wiring, while the plumbing 
and sprinkler contractors continue in 
the lower level.
* The mechanical contractor is on 
sight and has begun to layout the 
locations for the air handling and ex­
change equipment.
* Roof rafters and wooden sheathing 
are being installed on the east side of 
the structure.
* Masons are continuing to erect the 
wall on the south side to form the
world outlined in the Book of Genesis.
For example, it has been said that 
evolution is too cruel a process to be 
compatible with God’s method of 
creating the world. According to those 
who oppose evolution, instances of 
extinction and bloody competition, 
included in Darwin’s theory of evolution, 
could not have occurred because God 
created the world in love. A caring 
figure, God would not allow for the 
“brutality” of evolution.
“Creationism persists despite the 
accumulation of scientific evidence” that 
supports evolution, continued Miller. 
Darwin’s evolution is not a contradiction 
of the account of God’s creation of the 
world in Genesis, he added. Rather, he 
said, God’s method of creating the world 
is closely related to evolution.
In response to the belief that 
evolution is too cruel of a process to be 
connected with the story of God’s 
creation, Miller offered an alternative 
view of natural selection. Natural 
selection and extinction are forms of 
death that are not necessarily cruel or 
brutal processes, said Miller, but rather 
“an observation of the way things occur 
in nature.” Therefore, since evolution 
is not cruel, but realistic, God’s loving 
creation, and evolution are compatible 
theories.
Jennifer Neil ’03 found Miller’s 
interpretation of evolution particularly 
“refreshing.” “I always found a 
contradiction in my teachings between 
biology and theology,” she said. “It’s 
rare to find, in biology, someone who can 
coherently talk about evolution and the 
Evolution, page 5
apse as well as the installation of the 
limestone around the window 
openings and the massive arch on the 
main entrance of the Chapel.
Special thanks to Mark Rapoza , Di­
rector of Business Strategy for the in­
formation provided.
Compiled by Caylen Macera '01
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Senate hopeful inspires students to political action
by Jen Moran ’02
News Staff ,
Richard Licht, candidate for the 2000 
Democratic nomination for the United 
States Senate, reached out to young 
constituents in an informal gathering and 
he inspired PC students to get involved 
in the realm of politics and “make the 
impossible happen.”
Politics is the “art of the impossible,” 
said Licht. Time and time again in his 
political career, he attempted to do the 
“impossible” and succeeded.
For example, Licht was elected State 
Senator of Rhode Island in 1975 at the 
age of 26. Licht said that he was 
“independent and outspoken,” struggling 
for causes that he believed were 
important.
In 1985, Licht became Lieutenant 
Governor and held the position until 
1989, advocating for such issues as the 
environment, elderly and small business. 
Also in 1988, Licht was the Democratic 
candidate for the United States Senate. 
However, according to Licht, “my string 
of beating the impossible ran out.” Still, 
Licht told students, “It is important to 
have the belief that you can do anything. 
If you get involved you can make things 
Abortion
debate
-Continued from page 2-
She added that a greater sense of the 
importance of family would result from 
the outlaw of abortion as well. Since 
children would be considered less of a 
“commodity,” family values would be 
more secure, she said. Additionally, 
more importance would be placed upon 
the individual as a valuable member of 
the family.
In contrast to the pro-life viewpoint, 
Reed attested to the positive results of 
the Roe v. Wade decision to legalize 
abortion. “Since (abortion) has been 
legalized, American families have 
reaped benefits,” she said.
Reed went on to explain these 
benefits. The legalization of abortion has 
contributed to a better family atmosphere 
since unwanted births commonly result 
in parent depression, child abuse, and 
lack of mother-child bonding. These 
potential dangers for a child are lessened 
because a woman who is not fit to care 
for a child can choose abortion, accoring 
to Reed. The risk of a child being bom 
into an unhealthy environment 
decreases.
The most frequent operation in the 
United States, 4,400 abortions are 
performed each day. The pros and cons 
of abortion need to be discussed, said 
FitzPatrick because “(this) is a very 
heated issue for some people.”
happen.”
Licht was appointed to the Board of 
Governors of Higher Education, where 
he served as Board Chairman from 1992 
through 1995. Licht stated that he 
advocated issues 
such as the neglect 
of physical struc­
tures on certain 
colleges and univ­




Licht has been a 
practicing attorney 
for the last 10 years. 
He has worked on 
projects including 
the construction of 
T.F. Green Airport 
and the Providence 
Place Mall, which he Richard Licht
said was a challeng­
ing and controversial issue.
Licht received his A.B. from Harvard 
University in 1968, his J.D. from 
Harvard Law School in 1971 and his 
L.L.M. in Taxation from the Boston 
University School of Law in 1975.
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issue. I’d love to see it happen, but we 
can’t count on that.”
Members of the Class of ’02 need not 
worry because the new plan will not be 
implemented in time to affect them. 
However, since prospective freshmen 
were notified of the new housing policy 
at this year’s Family Day, current fresh­
men should anticipate the possibility of 
living off-campus senior year, com­
mented Sicard.
Carolyn Ryan, Director of Off-Cam­
pus Housing, explained that plenty of 
neighborhood apartments are available 
to PC students, and that she “wouldn’t 
foresee any crunch” as a result of the new 
plan.
“There are more properties available 
than there are students,” she said. “With 
the housing that is available now, there 
wouldn’t be a problem.”
Ryan also noted that many colleges 
do not guarantee four-year housing, in­
cluding Boston College which requires 
its juniors to move off-campus.
Some students here, however, feel 
that they have already been forced off 
campus by the current housing plan.
Housing, page 5
president for the Harvard Young 
Democrats, in which he stated, about six 
hundred members participated. Today, 
he stated, he is sure that membership 
levels have decreased.
According to 
Licht, many people 
today are not 
talking about the 
real, important 
issues of the day. 
He stated that in the 
1960’s, (when he 
was in college), 
there were many 
more controversial 
issues, for example 
Civil Rights, 




stated that there are
still important 
issues today and that it is important for 
young people (and old) to participate, 
and especially to vote.
According to Tom Coderre, 
Campaign Director stated, “(Licht) feels 
that students need to be re-energized 
about politics...young people can be 
Judicial proceedings 
reach conclusion
-Continued from page 1-
sentencing, a student found guilty can 
appeal the decision. Fr. McPhail says, 
“Any penalty less than a suspension or 
a dismissal stops here (the Office of the 
Vice President of Student Services). If 
it is a suspension or dismissal they have 
the (further) right to take it to Fr. Smith.” 
The appeal process could take anywhere 
from 10 to 14 days.
Dismissal is the most severe of the 
decisions and Fr. McPhail says it is a 
complete severance from the College.
“Suspension means severance from 
the College in its entirety for a period of 
time with a minimum of one semester— 
no classes, no social events and no 
participation in activities. It means you 
graduate behind your class the length of 
time of your suspension. It means if you 
are an athlete, you lose your scholarship 
the length of time of your suspension. 
At some point you will be responsible 
for your cost of attending Providence 
College—the length of time determined 
by the length of your suspension,” says 
Fr. McPhail.
“Disciplinary probation has a two­
pronged attachment,” says Fr. McPhail. 
“You can not participate in any major 
extracurricular activities, like the Friars 
Club, The Cowl, WDOM or athletics. It 
(very) important to his campaign. Our 
campaign has been reaching out to all 
college campuses.”
Licht’s highest priorities, as he stated, 
are education and healthcare. He stated 
that daycare, early childhood education, 
and care for senior citizens, are all 
important issues in his campaign.
“Campaigns are the seasons of 
promise, and holding office is the season 
of performance. I perform...It is time 
for Rhode Islanders to choose a leader,” 
Licht told his young audience.
Many members of the Young 
Democrats at PC came to listen to Licht 
and ask important questions. According 
to Rita O’Dea ’03 of the Young 
Democrats, “It is important to get 
involved and listen.”
Ryan McLeod ’01, who works for the 
Licht campaign, stated in regards to 
student involvement in politics, “Our 
generation has the possibility of 
unprecedented power in politics. 
(Richard Licht) is the best candidate (for 
the RI State Senate).”
For more information on Licht’s 
campaign check out the website at 
www.Licht2000.org or call 553-2000.
also says if you get in trouble during the 
time of the disciplinary probation—like 
trouble in something that would come 
to the attention of the disciplinary 
officer—the disciplinary officer would 
be almost obliged to recommend 
suspension for the next serious offense.”
Fr. McPhail explains that most 
educational institutions take into 
consideration any previous disciplinary 
measures if a student found guilty 
considers transferring.
The panel formed to decide upon the 
eight students’ disciplinary measures has 
precedent. In 1994, a similar panel was 
part of a disciplinary process following 
an off-campus incident involving 28 
students. The President of the College 
appointed the members of the panel.
Fr. McPhail can not say who was on 
the panel. He adds, “I think at this point 
the confidentiality should be maintained 
in its entirety and I wouldn’t want to 
subject them to questions. Saying these 
are the members would be unfortunate 
at this point in the appellate process.”
One of the victims, Kerwin says, “I 
don’t want to comment until it (the 
appeal process) is final. However, I am 
appalled PC students would do this to 
other PC students.”
~ Local News Update ~
• O.J Simpson’s defense team, consisting of Johnny Cochran, Barry Sheck, and Peter Neufeld, has filed a lawsuit in the Sergeant Come! Young Jr. case. In a 
news conference held on Wednesday, the attorneys announced a wrongful death and civil lawsuit against the city of Providence. The attorneys want the two 
officers who shot Young to be held responsible. Young’s mother, Leisa, is listed as a plaintiff in the suit. Whether Cornel Young Jr.’s father is a party to this suit 
is unknown. Young Sr. is the highest-ranking black officer in the Providence Police Department.
• Last Thursday, the State Senate unanimously approved a bill that will lower the legal blood alcohol limit from .10 to .08. In this version of the bill, a second 
.08 violator will be charged with a misdemeanor, and a driver with a .08 blood alcohol level who caused bodily injury or death will be charged with a felony.
• The suburban communities of Providence have filed a suit against the state for what they believe is the state’s unfair distribution of aid. In recent years, 
lawmakers have been funneling more money to Providence, Pawtucket, Central Falls and Woonsocket. Lawyers for the state and representatives from the 10 
suburban communities will appear in Superior Court on May 2.
• The Gravity Games, which attracted more than 200,000 spectators and awarded 234 athletes from 14 countries nearly $800,000 in prize money last year, need 
your help. The Gravity Games is looking for volunteers to help with this summer’s competition. The games are scheduled for July 15 -23 and are billed as an 
alternative sports, lifestyle and music festival. In order to run the event, 1,200 volunteers are needed. These volunteers are granted access to many activities, 
and also get to come to the post-Games volunteer party. Applications may be picked up at the Gravity Games headquarters in the Arcade Mall in downtown 
Providence, or online at gravitygames.com.
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Nancy Costa ’02 was not able to ob­
tain an on-campus apartment with her 
three roommates during the selection 
process, and the four felt forced to seek 
an off-campus apartment.
“The main reason we decided to live 
on-campus was for security reasons,” she 
commented, but when they arrived at 
Aquinas Lounge on the second day of 
selection, all the apartments had been 
filled. “We were basically being pushed 
off-campus,” she added, “because there 
Earth Day celebration
-Continued from page 3-
organized by Courtney Martin ’03, 
offered Save the Bay bumper stickers 
and newsletters, in hopes of recruiting 
volunteers for the organization.
Two tables were set up that attempted 
to educate students about “vegan or 
vegetarian” lifestyles. The message 
conveyed was that “(students) are 
affecting the environment and health of 
others. People are not informed that they 
are causing third world nations to 
starve,” said Malgorzata Swiontkowska 
’02.
To get this point across, the table 
included large posters presenting many 
facts regarding the killing of animals and 
the starvation of other nations. “Every 
year in the United States, more than eight 
billion animals are slaughtered for food- 
that’s more than 250 animals per second. 
Raising animals on factory farms is cruel 
and ecologically devastating. Eating 
animals is bad for our health, leading 
directly to many diseases and illnesses, 
including heart attack, stroke, cancer, 
diabetes and obesity."  
weren’t many options by that time.”
When informed of the new plan, 
Costa felt it would actually benefit the 
students.
“It would be a good idea to have jun­
iors take precedence over seniors be­
cause the juniors will have had the op­
portunity to live in on-campus apart­
ments already. If it comes down to over­
crowding and someone needs to move 
off-campus, I think seniors should be 
most prepared to deal with that.”
Keeping with the “vegan or 
vegetarian” motto, free vegetarian food 
was offered. The food included 
vegetarian wraps, pasta with sauce, rice 
and com. Various pamphlets from PETA 
were offered to try to persuade students 
to “Go Veg For Life.”
In addition to organizing this event, 
the Environmental Club offers a Spring 
Break trip. For Spring Break 2000, 
volunteers went to Southern Louisiana 
to work on a wetland restoration project, 
organized by SouthEast Louisiana 
University Volunteers planted different 
types of trees in an area that had not 
rejuvenated itself after a period of 
logging. Twenty students from SLU and 
Rice University planted over 4,000 trees 
in four days.
Last year, the trip involved ten 
Providence College students who drove 
to Rome, Georgia to work with the 
Nature Conservancy on two preserves. 
For information on next year’s trip, stop 




-Continued from page 2- 
the year,” he encouraged student 
participate since they will be “the 
primary users of the system.”
After the demonstrations are over, the 
committee will make a recommendation 
to the Faculty Senate on which vendor 
to hire based on three criterion: student 
and faculty feedback, written materials 
from the vendors, and the live 
demonstrations of the vendors. In 
addition, the committee plans to contact 
and visit other colleges the vendors have 
worked for in the past. The new 
company, according to the expectations 
of the committee, must be fully 
integrated, web-based, and easy to use.
Even after a vendor has been chosen, 
however, the changes that will take place 
in student and faculty life on campus will 
happen slowly. The implementation 
according to Haberle, will take two to 
three years. When the changes are 
complete, however, “things are going to 
be dramatically different,” said Haberle.
The first two demonstrations are 
scheduled for May 3-5 and May 22-24. 
The date of the third is still pending.
A message from security
All students were advised two 
consecutive weeks prior to Easter 
break that students without an 
authorized parking sticker should not 
bring their cars back to campus after 
Easter break.
On 4/25/00, there are 116 
unauthorized cars on campus taking up 
someone else’s parking space. These 
cars have been ticketed and when they 
get three unpaid tickets they will be 
towed ($45.00 + $23.00 storage). 
These violators will probably be towed 
by Friday April 28.2000.
There are no temporary stickers 
being issued and students are to 
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Catholic faith.”
After reading the Book of Genesis on 
a less literal level, the relationship of 
evolution and creationism is obvious, 
said Miller. He pointed to line Genesis 
2:7, which reads “God formed man of 
the dust of the ground.” The line 
supports our records of ancestral descent, 
which could have begun in “dust,” said 
Miller.
“Genesis is an accurately and 
brilliantly poetic version.. .of evolution,” 
concluded Miller.
In addition to his research at Brown 
University, Miller is the recent author of 
Finding Darwin’s God: A Scientist’s 
Search for Common Ground Between 
God and Evolution, in which the 
compatibility of religion and evolution 
are further explained.
A message to 
all students
Charge:
1. Use of an illegal drug, namely 
marijuana (Page 43, VII, I) 
GUILTY
Sanctions:
1. Disciplinary Probation until
12/22/00
2. $75. Fine
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with a true desire to achieve their 
innermost dreams of success will not be 
disappointed,” said MacLellan.
Representing the faculty at Family 
Day, Dr. Marian Mattison, the director 
of the Social Work Department, spoke 
to the crowd about P.C.’s faculty.
Mattison said the chief goal of the 
faculty of P.C. is to educate and assist 
students in their pursuit for academic 
excellence. “Providence College prides 
itself with being a teaching institution,” 
she said.
Mattison spoke from both a 
professional and personal level. As the 
mother of 18 year-old sons, Mattison 
spent the past year visiting colleges and 
universities all over the country. As a 
result of her visits, Mattison came back 
to P.C. with confidence.
“What P.C. has to offer stands out 
among an array of colleges,” she said, 
adding that the availability of professors 
and the close relationship between 
faculty and students makes PC stand out 
from other colleges and universities in 
the country.
Mattison assured parents that the 
faculty strives to ensure the success of 
students at PC. “At Providence College, 
students can achieve their collegiate 
goals,” she said.
Following the welcome to the Class 
of 2004, families met with 
representatives from different 
departments in Peterson Gym or visited 
representatives from student 
organizations on Slavin Lawn.
From 1:00-1:50 PM, students and 
their families had the option of attending 
either “The Undeclared Option” seminar 
in Alumni Hall or meeting with 
represenatives from their Department in 
the “Declared Option” at Peterson.
During the “Undeclared Option,” a 
lecture initially led by Jacqueline 
MacKay, Assistant Vice President of 
Student Services, families had the 
opportunity to hear Dr. Thomas 
Grzebien, Director of the Undeclared 
Program speak of the different stages 
students of the Undeclared Program 
experience.
Three P.C. seniors who entered the 
College as undeclared spoke of their 
experience and how they came to choose 
a major. These students tried to ease any 
anxiety students or parents may have 
towards the undeclared option.
“Coming in undeclared was one of 
the best things I could have done,” said 
Ben Nadeau ’00, one of the student 
speakers.
Mary Kourtz from Melrose, MA, 
who is deciding between attending 
Providence College or Lafayette 
College, was one of many who were 
impressed by the lecture.
At 2:00 p.m., families had the 
opportunity to attend a variety of panel 
discussions, including “Development of 
Western Civilization,” “Enriching Your 
PC Education,” “Living on Campus,” 
and “Financing your PC Education.” At 
the panel discussion on “Living on 
Campus,” members of the Residence 
Life team spoke about life in campus 
residence halls.
Rev. Kenneth Sicard, O.P., Director 
of Residence Life, said that the Office 
of Residence Life will do their best to 
make the transition from living at home 
to living at college a comfortable one.
“You’re the reason that I have a job 
so I will do anything to help you,” said 
Fr. Sicard.
Fr. Sicard also told the crowd that 
there is a possibility that a small 
percentage of members of the class of 
2004 may be asked to be moved off- 
campus as seniors.
The day closed with a Palm Sunday 
vigil at 4:00 p.m.
Many students expressed positive 
sentiments about the day.
“1 think today was good because I go 
to boarding school and they make revisit 
days fake but today is not fake,” 
commented Gayle Shalloo of Arizona, 
who will join PC’s class of 2004.
________________News______________________ April 27,2000
Fr. Smith identifies “tensions and division”
Board charged me with the task of 
implementing the mission of the 
College,” said Fr. Smith about his 
primary motives. “The mission 
establishes the framework for 
discussions and decisions, expresses our 
self-understanding and character and is 
the ultimate norm for allocating 
resources, shaping the curriculum, 
evaluating present programs or proposed 
new ones and planning for the future.”
Dr. Richard Grace, Chair of the 
History Department, supported Fr. 
Smith’s explanation. “I thought that the 
President was frank and open in 
addressing issues which involved some 
controversial decisions,” he said.
After this general overview, Fr. Smith 
addressed specific concerns. He first 
talked of the hiring policy, which has 
become an issue of debate among many 
departments and the administration.
He reviewed the history of the hiring 
policy and then defended his choice of 
including a response to the mission 
statement in the process. “The 
procedural provision that candidates 
must submit a written response to our 
Mission Statement before being invited 
to campus is mine. That provision 
stemmed from my experience of 
candidates being invited to campus who 
simply did not meet the Board’s dual 
requirement of both academic excellence 
and the specific character of the 
College.”
Although some faculty members have 
objected to this step, Fr. Smith reported 
that applicants frequently support it. “In 
fact,” he said, “many candidates have 
confided in me that they welcome the 
opportunity to reflect on why they 
wanted to join a faculty whose mission 
and identity are clear.”
Some faculty members, however, 
reacted to one point Fr. Smith made 
regarding hiring. Fr. Smith said “some 
department chairs have even submitted 
a written recommendation supporting 
the department’s candidate but have later 
intervened verbally and privately with 
the Administration to request that the 
recommended candidate not be hired.”
These department heads who “back 
channel their way to the President,” as 
Manchester called it, “totally subvert the 
departmental process.” By preventing 
the hiring, in other words, such a 
department head would be betraying the 
decision reached by a department’s vote.
Fr. Smith then explained the vetoes 
he has handed down regarding the past 
three MLK scholarship bills. These three 
bills, passed by the Faculty Senate with 
the goal of raising the number of 
minority scholarships, were “not feasible 
in our current context,” according to Fr. 
Smith.
“I have always supported the 
desirability of increasing the numbers of 
minorities in our student body, Fr. Smith 
assured. He concluded, however, that 
due to lack of funding, “the fulfillment 
of the goal of greater diversity must 
ultimately depend not on increasing the 
number of MLK Scholarships, but on 
broader efforts to recruit and retain 
minority students.”
Next Fr. Smith talked of the Diversity 
Requirement. He defended his motives 
in the process of instituting this 
requirement. “My insistence that courses 
fulfilling the proposed diversity 
requirement must affirm community as 
well as celebrate difference is not an 
attempt to subvert the diversity 
discussion,” he assured.
This defense was provoked by 
comments such as those made by Dr. 
Eric Hirsch, Assistant Professor of 
Sociology. In a Faculty Senate meeting 
earlier this semester, Hirsch asserted, “I 
think Fr. Smith doesn’t want that kind 
of content in courses here at Providence 
College, and so he’s trying to subvert that 
by saying ‘how are you going to talk 
about the unity of people?’ He doesn’t 
want to talk about racism and 
discrimination. He doesn’t want us to 
talk about that in our courses.”
Finally, Fr. Smith addressed the 
controversy surrounding the suspension 
of three students earlier this semester.
-Continued from page 1-
“At no time have I ever considered this 
matter to be a freedom of expression 
issue,” he said. To support this statement 
he said that “dialogue is characterized 
by openness and respect. These students 
would likely have remained anonymous 
had they not been unlucky and been 
caught while posting fliers.”
“(Providence College) must oppose 
behavior that is extremely offensive to 
the beliefs of many people on our 
campus and elsewhere,” he added.
Manchester, among many faculty 
members, supported Fr. Smith’s decision 
to explain his motivation regarding the 
suspensions. “At least he clarified where 
he was coming from, so I thought that 
was good,” she said.
To conclude the speech, Fr. Smith 
responded to a general atmosphere of 
“tensions and divisions” that exists on 
campus. “1 believe they stem primarily 
from a lack of trust and respect for one 
another, and they cut across the entire 
campus.”
Specifically, he acknowledged the 
fact that he has received criticism for his 
past decisions. “I know that some of you 
do not regard some of my decisions and 
my manner of making them as 
expressions of ‘trust, respect and 
friendship,’ but as arbitrary and 
SUMMER 
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authoritative. It has never been my intent, 
by action or decision, to be either hurtful 
or divisive.”
Such criticism, according to Fr. 
Smith, is often “baseless rumors such as 
that our accreditation may be threatened 
by low minority enrollment.”
To help heal these divides, Smith 
reported that “the remedy for the 
condition must go as deep as the cause, 
to underlying attitudes that give rise to 
the distrust and disrespect.”
One problem that needs to be rectified 
before this division can be healed is more 
faculty willingness to discuss, said 
Manchester, who was disappointed in the 
lack of faculty members that spoke up 
after the speech. “Faculty need to be 
more willing to address the issues instead 
of complaining about them,” she 
observed.
Fr. Smith expressed his hope that 
such obstacles can be overcome and that 
“our conversations should lead us to 
discover with Pope John Paul that 
‘fundamental commonality’ which exists 
beneath and beyond the apparent 
differences.”
With this discovery, “we can fashion 
a future of promise and hope and ensure 
that the best of Providence College is yet 
to come,” said Fr. Smith.




PC students participate in demonstrations against IMF
National
Republicans are questioning Attor­
ney General Janet Reno’s decision to use 
armed agents in returning Elian 
Gonzalez, to his father, last Saturday. 
Senate majority leader, Trent Lott, Re­
publican of Mississippi, called for hear­
ings next week to discuss whether such 
force was necessary. While Presiden­
tial hopeful Al Gore (D) expressed dis­
satisfaction over the raid, he stopped 
short of condemning Reno’s actions.
International
Ahmet Necdet Sezer, the highest 
ranking judge in Turkey, may be the next 
president for the nation. The 58-year- 
old judge who is up for a seven year 
term, will likely be voted in on Thurs­
day, according to Turkish political lead­
ers. President Suleyman Demire served 
seven years as Prime Minister before 
becoming president.
Health
A Senate debate was scheduled for 
yesterday for the repeal of a Rhode Is­
land law that makes it illegal to possess 
a syringe without a prescription. Some 
say decriminalizing syringes would give 
addicts access to clean syringes which 
they can purchase from pharmacies. 
Brown University Schoo! of Medicine, 
which runs an HIV treatment program, 
supports the decriminalization bill. 
However, some disagree, saying such a 
law will only encourage drug abuse.
As of Tuesday, Vermont became the 
first state to approve most rights and 
benefits of marriage to same-sex 
couples. A state house vote of 79 to 68 
made it legal for same-sex couples to 
recieve a certification of union as of July 
1. Vermont Governor Howard Dean has 
yet to sign this “ civic unions” bill. Dean 
called the bill a powerful message, “We 
tend to value people for who they are 
not what they are.”
China’s bid to join the World Trade 
Organization was supported Tuesday by 
13 Nobel Prize-winning economists, but 
still lacks U.S. Congressional support. 
Analysts believe for American compa­
nies to benefit from China’s entrance 
this support is needed.
Business
Microsoft’s top management assured 
its employees and shareholders Tuesday 
that the company will not be broken up 
despite the wishes of the federal govern­
ment After a federal court ruling that 
called Microsoft’s actions “predatory and 
illegal,” the government suggested split­
ting Microsoft into two entities: its op­
erating system and office software. Such 
a break could foster increased competi­
tion in the industry.
compiled by Anna Kukowski 
Source: NY Times
by Alicia Nidetz ’02
World Staff
During the weekend of April 15, 
Washington DC hosted the meeting of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) which 
spurred mass protests in the area 
surrounding the IMF building.
The protesters’ goals to break up the 
meeting stemmed from the fear that the 
world economy is not equally benefiting 
everyone. Although the meeting was held 
as scheduled, the protestors succeeded in 
getting large amounts of media attention 
and disrupting the arrival of a few 
dignitaries.
Clad in riot gear, 1500 police officers 
responded to the disturbance. Officers 
stood side by side behind metal barricades 
acting as a human barrier between the 
crowd and the meeting place.
Even though the protests were quite 
large, the number of people arrested 
remained small and petered out by the end 
of the weekend.
On Saturday 600 people were arrested, 
but by Sunday numbers dwindled to less 
than twenty. Police officers used a mix of 
anti-riot gas and pepper spray to stifle a 
march on April 17. These measures were 
deemed necessary by city officials in order 
to keep the crowd from becoming violent. 
Protesters attending the demonstrations 
were from various organizations and many 
were recruits from the World Trade 
Organization protests in Seattle last fall. 
Participating organizations included the 
religious group Jubilee 2000, labor unions, 
Global Exchange, 50 Years is Enough, the 
Ruckus Society, United Students Against
Gong demonstrate
by Jason Higgins ’03
World Staff
Amidst chaos, Chinese police arrested 
dozens of Falun Gong protestors who 
were meditating inside of Tiananmen 
Square located in Beijing, China. This 
type of protest is not new to the country 
of China. This day marks a massive 
demonstration a year ago that prompted 
a government ban on the spiritual 
movement.
Falun Gong attracts millions of 
followers with its blend of traditional 
beliefs, slow-motion exercises and the 
ideas of founder Li Hongzhi, a former 
government clerk who now lives in New 
York City. Followers say Falun Gong 
promotes health and good citizenship. As 
evidence of its widespread appeal, 
protesters included elderly women, 
young men, and even men wearing civil 
servant uniforms.
This past July, President Jiang Zemin 
ordered a crackdown. Falun Gong was 
officially banned, its leading members 
arrested, and its rank-and-file told to 
recant or face incarceration.
Members of the Falun Gong were 
protesting again Ulis past week, resulting 
Sweatshops, and even a few Providence 
College Students.
Brendan Hurson ’00 attended the 
protests on April 16 in support of the Pope 
John Paul H’s declaration of the year 2000 
as a Jubilee Year. He also attended to 
support debt relief for third world 
countries.
Hurson recalls many different 
organizations participating, including 
AIDS activists and environmentalists.
He joined 10,000 other people for a 
rally that demanded change in world 
financial systems. “We were told we could 
continue to a certain line, and if we passed 
the lines, we would be subject to arrest,” 
commented the Providence College 
senior.
Throughout the duration of the 
meetings, protests continued outside while 
inside the buildings other concerns were 
being addressed. Japan expressed a need 
for a greater voice for itself and other Asian 
nations in the organization. Currently, the 
managing director of IMF fund is a 
member of European Union, while the 
Bank is directed by an American.
. Leaders of smaller nations expressed 
alarm at reform proposals that would place 
a limit on the size and length of loans given 
by the fund during economic crisis.
It is clear that the debate growing over 
the fund and World Banks future “reflects 
a concern that the benefits the world 
economy is deriving from freer trade and 
more integrated and deeper international 
capital markets are not reaching 
everyone,” said a New York Times report.
Source: NY Times
in detainment of at least 95 people 
over three hours. One group of fifteen 
people sat down together to meditate 
and were pulled to their feet. Police 
then pushed the protestors into a 
minibus. Throughout the confusion, 
officers quickly tackled four people 
unfurling a banner, punching one 
man in the face.
The protest became very real to 
several Americans. People from the 
United States who were attending a 
sightseeing tour of China came upon 
the protest. Police made an American 
woman rip the film out of her camera 
because they suspected her of 
photographing an arrest. A tour guide 
told the group of American tourists not 
to photograph anyone in uniform.
At least sixteen followers have died in 
custody, either from abuse or from hunger 
strikes, since the July ban. However, the 
Government has not changed their initial 
assessment of the Falun Gong. They still 
bel ieve it is an evil cult dial threatens public 
order and Communist Party rale. It is clear 
by their actions that the members of the 
Falun Gong will not adhere to the 
government-imposed regulations.
Source: CNN
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Be part of one of the most active and interesting organizations on campus. 
If you are looking to try something new or gain experience in journalism, 
in either writing or business, then come by The Cowl in Slavin 104a 
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Nicole Rodriguez was killed by a drunk driver while 
walking next door to play with her friend.
What should you do to stop a friend from driving drunk? 
Whatever you have to.
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The Cowl welcomes commentary ar- 
ticles and Letters to The Editor from 
all members of the Providence Colege 
community, as well as, outside 
contributiors.
All articles must include the 
writer’s name, signature, and a phone 
NUMBER WHERE THEY CAN BE REACHED. AR­
TICLES ARE SPACE PERMITTING. THE COWL EDI­
TORIAL BOARD AND ITSADMINISTRATIVE SUPER­
VISORS RESERVE THE RIGHT TO EDIT ARTICLES 
SUBMITTED FOR SPACE AND CLARITY.
However, if there is a portion you spe­
cifically WISH TO REMAIN UNCHANGED, 
PLEASE INFORM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF. WHEN 
CITING A REFERENCE IN The COWL, PLASE GIVE 
THE ARTICLE HEADLINE AND DATE PUBLISHED 
WHENEVER POSSIBLE. LETTERS TO THE EDI­
TOR ARE THE OPINIONS OF THE WRITER ONLY 
AND DO NOT REFLECT THE VIEWPOINT OF THE 
Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed 
OR FAXED TO The COWL OFFICE NO LATER THAN 
five pm on Monday before publication. 
Mail submissions to Box 2981 Providence, 
RI02918. Fax number- 401-865-2822. Or 
HAND DELIVERED TO The COWL OFFICE IN 
Slavin Center 104A. Please call 401- 
865-2214 with any questions.
Weekly Subscription Rate is 
$25.00 per year by mail. 
Student subscription is
INCLUDED IN TUITION FEE. 
Correspondence can be mailed 
directly to : 
The Cowl
Providence College, 
Providence, Rhode Island 02918.
Letters to the Editor
Controversial 
crosses
Obviously the crosses presented on 
Slavin lawn “evoked images of death” 
and I hope that they were “unsettling.” 
Murder of a human being in any circum­
stance is horrifying and unacceptable. A 
human is so at the point of conception. 
The display was meant to evoke images 
of death because abortion kills innocent 
children. As unsettling as it is to hear of 
a six-year-old child shooting a classmate 
in the school yard, it is just as disturbing 
(or even more so) to hear about a mother 
getting rid of an unwanted child by means 
of extermination. I do not mean to of­
fend anyone by this terminology, but in 
light of the gravity of the situation, I am 
sure people can handle it. Furthermore, 
this display by no means depicted the 
school’s intolerance of opposing views, 
but did exhibit the school’s advocacy of 
tasteful demonstrations of views on cam­
pus. I am sure that if a person with pro­
choice views approached the administra­
tion with an appropriate exhibition to 
present to the campus on their views, they 
would not be shunned. However, people 
obviously are more willing to create dis­
plays for sensational reaction and atten­
tion rather than scholastic, intelligent de­
bate. The issue that crosses represented 
should not be lost in the wake of past 
tasteless and inappropriate demonstra­




I definitely agree with Sports Editor 
Joe Valenzano’s article “Double 
Standard” in last week’s issue of the 
Cowl.
I wish at this time to commend Editor­
in-Chief Carrie Spiros and the Cowl staff 
for doing a superior job in publishing the 
1999-2000 issues of Providence 
College’s official student newspaper. 
Thank you for being fair, objective and 
compassionate when it was warranted. I 
consider 1999-2000 a banner year for The 
Cowl. I also want to wish 2000-2001 
Editor-in-Chief Caylen Macera ’01 good 
luck with The Cowl in the future.
In closing, I wish all present and 
future members of The Cowl staff good 
luck and good health in the future. I will 
remember all of you in my prayers.
Your Friend of The Cowl, 
Russell P. Demoe ’73
Thank you, Matt, for a wonderful year! 
Commentary is looking for Matt’s successor. 
Come apply at the Cowl office at Slavin 104A.
Thievery in Slavin must stop
I would like to bring a serious matter 
to the attention of the entire Providence 
College community. Two flags, three 
pieces of framed artwork, seasonal 
plants, and assorted furniture- this is a 
list of the things that have been stolen 
from the Slavin Center in just the last 
year. The issue of theft in our building is 
of great concern to those of us who work 
in the building, but it is especially 
disheartening for those of us who manage 
the building. As the Assistant Director of 
Slavin Center, my duties include the 
maintenance and improvement of the 
building. Our staff, Sharon Hay, Kathy 
Coppola, Jane DeGiulio, and I have put 
great effort, time, and money into 
improving the appearance and function 
of the Slavin Center. We all take great 
pride in the building and become 
increasingly frustrated and disappointed 
with the number of items stolen from the 
building. Last April, one piece of artwork 
was taken a mere 12 hours after it was 
hung. Two flags were stolen from above 
the sunken lounge within a month of their 
installation. Most recently, holiday plants 
were taken hours after they were 
purchased. We continually lose tables,
What a great place
Amongst all the disarray we have 
faced this school year, standing staunch 
in the storm were the institutions that ran 
this disciplined, private college. The 
protests, the undergrounds, the postings; 
how they faced such mutiny. It’s a 
wonder they didn’t close the school 
sending each and every boy and girl off 
to other uncharted lands. They should be 
commended for condemning such racial 
notions. Extreme individuality is not 
proper procedure in this ever so changing 
world. Did these ‘rebels’ think that they 
could imitate the insurgents learned of 
in our Western Civilization course? Why 
should we bother with all this? The world 
isn’t meant for all this controversy, 
especially at this educational level. The 
dyed hair, the right’s movements, the 
manifestos; all show, no result.
Let’s take a look at some of the non­
corrupt, working groups on the campus. 
The Friars represent our student body so 
well. They are hard working, good 
people helping frightened high schoolers 
make the right decision for their higher 
education. They do not hide behind the 
chairs, and potted plants.
On a financial level, thousands of 
dollars have been spent replacing stolen 
items. This money comes from our 
budget and prevents us from making 
other improvements to the Slavin Center. 
On an emotional level, our staff in the 
S.A.I.L. Office has become discouraged. 
We begin our days by counting 
decorations, furniture, and equipment to 
make sure it has all survived the night. 
Each time we consider an improvement 
or a purchase we must consider how we 
can keep it from getting stolen. I appeal 
to the conscience and integrity of the 
entire Providence College community- 
if you are taking things from our building 
that do not belong to you, please stop. 
Your actions are hurting not only the 
building but the hundreds of people who 
pass through our doors every day. If you 
have witnessed a theft, I ask that you 
report it to Campus security or to the 
S.A.I.L. Office in Slavin, room 204. 
Please help us in our mission to make 
the Slavin Center a place that we can all 
be proud of.
K.C. Ferrara, Assistant Director, The 
Office of S.A.I.L.
facade of their costumes. They are real 
and true. And the Board of 
Programmers, they do so well planning 
all of our events. They take into 
consideration every person’s 
predilections on this campus. Cheers to 
their hard work on the MTV invasion 
concert (which by the way was such a 
success and kept everyone smiling from 
ear to ear). If only B.O.P. could follow 
us into the real world after we graduate. 
I wouldn’t mind a planned Bush concert 
every year. Would you? Let’s not forget 
our own publication, The Cowl. The 
voice, the communication, the speech of 
our campus! I look forward to its 
printing every single Thursday night. It 
tells me everything that goes on here 
from all the fine, well- acted plays at 
Blackfriars’ to the exciting, on the edge 
of my seat games on Hendricken. The 
writers are fantastic and photography is 
top- notch. The paper deserves some 
journalistic award.
It’s not just the students that make
What a great place, page 13
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way is up: PC campus’ atmosphere
by Joe Creamer ’01
Assoc. Editor-In-Chief
On April 12, Rev. Philip A. Smith,
O.P, President, delivered a speech to the 
faculty of Providence College. The 
speech was meant to communicate some 
of the responsibilities that Fr. Smith has 
in his position as President of the 
College. But the speech was more an 
explanation of the rationale behind his 
decisions, more a justification of his 
recent controversial actions, than a 
clarification of his duties.
The most striking aspect of Fr. 
Smith’s talk was his expression of hurt. 
He said that “to have my motivations 
maligned, my integrity doubted, my 
truthfulness questioned, my reputation 
smeared... is disappointing.” What has 
happened to this man who said at his first 
faculty meeting in 1994, that, “I hold out 
my hand to each of you in trust, respect, 
and friendship?”
Fr. Smith recognizes that something 
has happened. He apologized for any 
decisions he has made that seemed 
“arbitrary and authoritative.” Further, he 
mentioned that the current campus 
atmosphere is one of distrust, disrespect, 
and enmity. The violent assault of two 
PC students and the anxiety and distrust 
that has arisen regarding the decision of 
the judiciary board are evidence of the 
poisoned atmosphere on campus. 
Tension, division and frustration abound 
and a surprising amount of students seem 
willing to believe anything, no matter 
how damning, about this College. What 
has happened to this campus 
community?
It has been postulated in this paper, 
and elsewhere, that communication on 
this campus is nonexistent. This is one 
reason for the unhealthy attitudes, but 
Wanted: Intellectual freedom at a Catholic college
by Ryan McLeod ’01
Commentary Staff
Over the last few years, tensions have 
arisen at Providence College due to the 
lack of diversity in the faculty, the student 
body, and the curriculum. The College 
exacerbated those tensions when it 
suspended three students for their pro­
choice posters. While the lack of diversity 
served as the immediate cause for concern, 
what has been lying beneath the surface 
of that tension is the question of whether 
a college that follows the teachings of the 
Catholic Church can encourage 
intellectual freedom.
The Board of Trustees elected Father 
Philip A. Smith, O.P. as President of 
Providence College with two mandates: 
position the College “as one of the top 
three comprehensive liberal arts colleges 
in the North,” and improve “the College’s 
financial situation.” In six years, he has 
improved our financial situation. The 
College, through Providence 2000, sought 
to raise fifty million dollars in five years. 
We should commend Father Smith for 
reaching that goal in half the time.
However, as long as the Father Smith 
puts Catholicism ahead of intellectual 
freedom, Providence College can never 
compete with the Wesleyans, the 
Brandeises, or the Boston Colleges for the 
distinction of being one of the top three 
liberal arts colleges in the North. If the 
College is truly committed to educating 
its students to be good Catholics, it must 
allow its students to question the basic 
dogmas of the Church. But it is not 
enough to allow it; the College must 
demand it. For only then can the students 
know what they believe and how strongly 
they believe it.
In his annual address to the faculty on 
there is another reason. The 
administration has explained its position 
regarding vociferous discontents on 
campus. Rev. J. Stuart McPhail, O.P., 
Vice President of Student Services, 
explained this view in the October 21 
edition of The Cowl, when asked why 
student leaders are excluded from the 
pool of potential students selected for the 
Conversations with the President. Fr. 
McPhail said that this was done to give 
a voice to the “silent majority” of PC 
students. The implication is that most 
students are content and satisfied with 
PC the way it is, choosing not to make 
their voices heard. The administration 
believes that it should concern itself with 
the “silent majority” and ignore the 
outspoken critics on this campus. This 
is a grave mistake that has contributed 
to the unfortunate atmosphere Fr. Smith 
senses on our campus.
This policy has had two major effects 
on the campus atmosphere. Some 
accusations against the administration 
have proven to be false, yet have been 
allowed to spread and fester among the 
campus community. Some justifiable 
criticisms have gone unaddressed for 
some time. Ignoring criticism which has 
been raised repeatedly and waiting for 
the “silent majority” to rise up and 
defend the administration is foolhardy. 
The “silent majority” has proven itself 
willing to believe almost any rumor, no 
matter how unfounded, about the 
administration.
As a professor of mine told me a short 
time ago, if the administration sees a fire 
and can put it out, they should do so 
immediately. In other words, if the 
administration can prove that such 
accusations are false, they should show 
students that the College’s “accreditation
April 12th, Fr. Smith cautiously discussed 
what he believes to be the nature and 
obligations of his role as the President of 
Providence College. In that context, he 
discussed four controversial issues: the 
faculty hiring policy, additional MLK 
Scholarships, the diversity requirement, 
and the recent suspension of three pro­
choice students. His statements regarding 
additional MLK scholarships, and the 
suspension of the aforementioned 
students, mark a welcome departure from 
his customary silence, but he misses a key 
element - intellectual freedom often does 
not flourish in a homogeneous 
community.
In order to bring about intellectual 
freedom, the College must seek to enroll 
students of diverse ethnic, social, and 
religious backgrounds. Fr. Smith proudly 
pointed out that “our admissions office has 
already achieved a significant increase in 
the number of minority applications as a 
result of a series of new recruitment 
initiatives.” This is great, but the number 
of minorities applying to the College has 
risen, not the number of minorities 
enrolling in the College. PC cannot enroll 
minorities unless it has a significant 
number of non-student athlete minorities 
on campus. Right now, that number is 
about one hundred students, or three and 
a half percent of the College’s enrollment. 
And it will take another “enormous 
commitment to minority scholarships” to 
entice minority students to attend a white- 
dominated campus. Fr. Smith says that 
the only way to fund more MLK 
scholarships is to increase tuition. If the 
College can raise fifty million dollars in 
two and a half years without a public 
appeal for contributions, surely it can 
dedicate some of these funds for 
increasing diversity. 
may be threatened by low minority 
enrollment” is a “completely baseless 
rumor.” I’m not concerned with this 
disagreement. Instead, I’m more 
interested in the fact that this allegation 
has been made for almost two years, yet 
Fr. Smith only tried to dispel it two 
weeks ago. Why did Fr. Smith wait until 
he was “disappointed” and hurt by these 
claims to refute them? I believe that the 
administration thought that the 
allegations of these noisy, doubting 
students would just go away, silenced by 
the “silent majority.” Instead, they have 
grown and been mixed with legitimate 
concerns and questions, which have also 
been ignored by the administration, and 
the atmosphere of the campus has 
become one of, as Fr. Smith said, 
distrust.
I don’t understand the 1997 
accreditation report’s conclusions on the 
lack of diversity, but I do understand the 
report when it states, clairvoyantly, that, 
“The difficult challenge that Providence 
College faces is...discovering...how to 
trust one another.” Fr. Smith recognizes 
that communication and trust will enable 
us to “understand” each other. But, it is 
necessary for the administration to 
address the concerns of even its noisy 
students who hold unpopular opinions, 
no matter how unrepresentative or 
misguided the administration feels they 
may be. The administration should, in 
order to improve the atmosphere of the 
campus, combat mistruth and address 
legitimate concerns, not ignore them all 
until the campus atmosphere has already 
taken a turn for the worse. Fortunately, 
Fr. Smith’s speech was a hand 
outstreched in order to improve the 
campus atmosphere and create mutual 
trust.
Regarding the suspension of the 
aforementioned students, Fr. Smith stated 
that “the disciplinary process is meant both 
to hold individual students for their 
behavior as well as to contribute to 
maintaining the standards of our 
community.” While the pro-choice posters 
were obnoxious, they raised a legitimate 
intellectual debate on women’s 
reproductive rights? The suspension of 
the three young men for questioning a 
venerated symbol of the Church is 
disturbing, for the reaction of a substantial 
majority of the College community was 
one of condemnation. If the College truly 
cares about intellectual freedom, such 
freedom must exist not only in the 
classroom, but on the grounds of the 
campus as well. Questioning a belief or 
a symbol, no matter how sacred, should 
never be grounds for suspension and/or 
dismissal. The College possessed the 
moral high ground when it had what the 
National Catholic Reporter deemed a 
“teaching moment,” an opportunity to 
teach the College community about why 
the Church is against abortion. Rather, it 
chose to relinquish the moral high ground 
by lashing out against an action it deemed 
anti-Catholic.
The College’s placement of its Catholic 
tradition ahead of intellectual freedom 
begs the question: what is the College 
afraid of? Catholicism purports to be the 
sole possessor of absolute truth, as the 
Church is the living body of Christ on 
Earth today. If so, intellectual freedom 
should lead to the acceptance of 
Catholicism as the true religion of God. 
It is unfortunate that Fr. Smith does not 
see the issue in this way, for the entire 







One of the finest sports editors to 
ever come through The Cowl doors 
once wrote, “The writer is not the 
story, the story is the story.” This 
concept has become integral to my 
outlook as editor of this paper. I firmly 
believe that the 1999-2000 staff of 
The Cowl has done its very best to 
make sure that, in fact, the story was 
always the primary focus. We have 
done our very best to cover the points 
high, low, and all those in between 
with a sense of fairness and balance.
We have covered protests, rallies, 
speeches, and posting rules. We have 
reported on spring break trips, student 
and faculty accomplishments, the 
millennium, the chapel, and campus 
events.
We have reviewed plays and CD's, 
attended concerts and given students 
an “in” to the outside entertainment 
scene.
Writers have given us moving 
poems, funny short stories, and made 
Uncle Walter a part of this campus.
Sports teams have won and lost. 
Athletics has been questioned, and 
athletes criticized and celebrated.
I am leaving this editorship, 
placing it into the capable hands of 
next year’s staff, with the firm belief 
that the stories and pieces that found 
their way onto the pages of The Cowl 
were the stories that the community 
wanted and cared to read about.
To all involved...
To the College administrators 
assigned to guide us, I thank you. You 
have never censored us and always 
exhibited rational, calm judgment that 
allowed our paper to find its own way 
in our quest to maintain journalistic 
integrity. College newspapers are 
essential to the foundation of molding 
good journalists in the future. They 
allow students to practice democracy 
on a weekly basis. Their power should 
never be underestimated, and its 
existence should be diligently 
safeguarded by the College.
To the Providence College student 
body, I have said this and I always 
will, this is your newspaper, this is 
your voice. It is here for you, use it 
and use it well. Our staff thanks you 
profusely, whether supporter or 
otherwise, because we would be 
nothing without our readership- you 
are why we write. Please continue to 
write letters, read, and submit to this 
newspaper.
To the 1999-2000 Cowl staff, 
thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to act as editor and for 
always giving more than you had to. 
Though never perfect, our staff should 
be commended. I have never worked 
with sixty-five people with more 
passion for the task in front of them. 
It has been a privilege to work with 
you.
To the 2000-2001 Cowl staff, learn 
from this year, those lessons, and mix 
them with integrity and good 
intentions. You are bound for success. 
Good luck.
Thank you for reading.
Thank you to all of our readers 
~ The Cowl Staff 1999-2000 ~
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What I learned from “that Elian thing”
The sick and twisted humor of American foreign policy
by Marcus Dowling ’00
Commentary Staff
Janet Reno has recently stated that the 
force used to take Elian Gonzalez from 
his home in Miami was perfectly 
warranted. Federal marshals stormed 
into a home in Little Havana on Saturday 
morning, taking Elian from his 
caretakers, and then flying him off to an 
Air Force base in Maryland in 
preparation for his eventual return to 
Cuban soil. The only question to be 
asked is: what are we thinking?!?!? Yes, 
Elian should go back home. Yes, this 
ordeal has gone on far too long. Yes, 
the lives of small children should not be 
politicized. No, marching into a private 
home, brandishing firearms is not 
acceptable. Immigration commissioner 
Doris Meissner stated that guns might 
have been present in the home, 
warranting such excessive force. 
Vigilant to the end, Meissner paints a 
portrait of the United States in this 
scenario that the Justice Department was 
well within their legal rights.
If Elian were, let’s say, Canadian, this 
would not be an issue. Little Elian’s 
condition would not warrant Dan Rather 
doing a pathetic 60 Minutes interview 
or Gloria Estefan speaking out for 
Elian’s safety. Dan Rather would not 
travel to Quebec, and Mike Myers 
wouldn’t even have a word to say. The 
stigma that has been attached to Cuba
for so long has caused this situation to 
be blown tremendously out of 
proportion. The evil attitudes held about 
Communism in this nation have been 
held for too long. Cubans protested 
wildly in Little Havana during the entire 
ordeal. These individuals were in Cuba 
during its economic decline, lorded over 
by Fidel Castro’s fervent tie to Stalinist 
practices. Yes, Cuba does need to 
change, but 
keeping a six- 
year old boy 
in America is 




but a mere 








This is not 
to say that Juan Miguel Gonzalez is not 
pandering to the ideals of the Cuban 
government. Yes, losing one’s son to the 
“leaders of the free world” is one thing, 
but when Juan Gonzalez is unable to first 
make the statement that he would like 
the return of his son and instead leaves 
it up to Castro’s propagandists, problems 
Elian receives a visit from a friendly INS agent.
are certain to ensue. I can sympathize 
with Mr. Gonzalez, as I have dealt with 
the loss of a loved one. It is quite the 
painful ordeal. But, when my 
grandmother passed away, I didn’t run 
to the U.S. government to ask them to 
send out a worldwide transmission 
expressing my sentiments. Castro is 
certainly an oppressive figure in the 
midst of all that has occurred. As well, 
he has stayed 
surprisingly 
passive. Does 
he care about 
Elian? I say no. 
For years, 
Castro has 




tors is showing 
slight 
improvement. 
In his silence, 
Castro has been 
able to solidify 
his power base.
It seems as though his government has 
stated to those who wish to leave, 
“Cuba.. .love it or leave it!” As long as 
he is able to stay in power and 
disenchanted Cubans go to Florida and 
become rich Republicans, Castro and the 
American government are mutually 
placated.
The concern shown by the United 
States, given the circumstances, is quite 
ridiculous. The United States has laws 
that state that a parent must raise a child, 
if one can be found, in cases of 
immigration. Elian’s mother did perish 
on the way to the U.S., so Elian’s father, 
under U.S. law, is the rightful parent, but 
we in America unfortunately enjoy 
stereotyping individuals. Cuba is 
Communist, and Communists are evil 
people, like the Chinese, who violate 
civil rights or who want to take over the 
world like the former Soviet Empire. 
The Cubans are a once powerful group 
of Communists with formerly strong ties 
to Russia and have terrible economic 
problems. The U.S. picking on Cuba is 
like Andre the Giant fighting John 
Linehan. John’s got some pretty slick 
moves, but Andre would win ten times 
out of ten. We need to overcome our 
penchant for stereotyping and realize that 
a larger issue is at hand. The United 
States has grown too bold for its own 
Constitution and laws. For years, 
Communist nations used common law 
practices to squash potentially powerful 
dissidents. Janet Reno and the Justice 
Department used unlawful power to 
bully their way into the Gonzalez home 
and retrieve Elian. If the U.S. 
Government objectively looked at this 
policy choice, I think they would be
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Campaign conundrums Gore goes green
by James Kabala ’02
Commentary Staff
It’s that time again. Well, to be more 
accurate, it’s the lull between That Time, 
Part One, which came to an even-earlier- 
than-usual end back in early March, and 
That Time, Part Two, which should start 
again in the summer and last until 
November. By That Time, of course, I 
mean the presidential election season.
Every year the presidential election 
is marked by ritual denunciations of 
negative campaigning. Candidates 
pledge not to engage in it, are accused 
of engaging in it, accuse their opponents 
of engaging in it, admit to having 
engaged in it, promise not to do it again, 
and so forth and so on. But the generally 
unasked question is: Is negative 
campaigning really as bad as it’s made 
out to be?
The chief problem is that the 
definition of negative campaigning is too 
broad. The term ought to refer only to 
unwarranted personal attacks or ads that 
are inaccurate and misleading. Today, 
however, the term “going negative” is 
applied by the media to just about any 
statement made by a candidate that 
criticizes his or her opponent. This has 
two possible results. First, it can produce 
a bland campaign. A truly effective 
candidate ought not only to argue 
forcefully for his own proposals but must 
explain why they are better than the other 
candidates’ proposals as well. A 
candidate who ignores the other 
candidates is likely to speak mainly in 
vacuous statements like George W. 
Bush’s notorious “I’m a uniter, not a 
divider.” Second, a contemptuous 
attitude toward all negative campaigning 
paints true statements with the same 
brush as false ones. When Bill Bradley 
pointed out that many of the things that 
Al Gore was saying about him were just 
not true, Bradley was condemned in the 
media for “going down into the gutter” 
and “dropping his high-minded stance.” 
The casual follower of the campaign 
received the impression that there was 
no difference between the two 
candidates’ “negativity,” when in fact 
there was a great deal of difference.
Related to the condemnation of 
negative campaigning is the movement 
to ban so-called “issue advocacy ads” or 
“voter education guides.” These are ads
that tell the difference between the issue 
stances of candidates X and Y in a way 
favorable to candidate X or merely 
criticize the stands of candidate Y alone 
without mentioning his opponent, yet in 
either case never say, “Vote for 
Candidate X.” Banning such ads in the 
period immediately before an election is 
a centerpiece of the Shays-Meehan 
campaign finance reform bill in the 
House and used to be a centerpiece of 
the McCain-Feingold equivalent bill in 
the Senate. (It was cut in an unsuccessful 
attempt to get enough votes to overcome 
a filibuster against the bill.) Would such 
a development be good for democracy 
and our electoral system?___________
A ban on such ads 




larly condemn or 
praise a candidate 
without explicitly 
endorsing him.
Such ads, at first, seem hard to 
defend. After all, their claim not to 
endorse a particular candidate is 
generally a transparent ruse, and one 
could argue that the candidate who has 
enough friends willing to buy issue ads 
has a distinct advantage over an 
opponent. In truth, however, most major 
candidates have at least a few powerful 
groups on their side. Those who usually 
don’t have enough public support to win 
anyway.
Furthermore, a ban on such ads would 
violate the First Amendment. 
Newspaper columnists regularly 
condemn or praise a candidate without 
explicitly endorsing him. I or any other 
columnist can write “Al Gore is a 
habitual liar who takes credit for every 
good thing passed or proposed in his 
lifetime when two minutes’ research can 
prove him wrong,” or “ George Bush is 
an underqualified preppie/party boy who 
Conundrums, page 13 
by Erin Sim meth ’03
Commentary Staff
Earth Day 2000 marked the 30lh 
anniversary of this national event, and 
yet, the day seemed to pass unheralded 
by many. On our campus, the 
Environmental Club hosted an outdoor 
exposition, offering free, earth-friendly 
vegan food, earthy merchandise, and a 
variety of student performers, including 
Kid Charlemagne and Special Guest 
and drew a healthy number of onlookers 
despite the chilly weather. In the public 
sector, however, Earth Day 2000 was 
perhaps overshadowed by the Easter 
holiday, leading to a lack of festivities 
and media attention. The media was too 
busy stalking Elian Gonzalez and his 
relatives to take notice of this low-key 
celebration.
However, one man did see Earth 
Day 2000 as a day to remember. Al 
Gore, Democratic presidential 
candidate, predictably used Earth Day 
as an opportunity to present his 
controversial views on the future of 
federal environmental protection. Gore 
has a strong history as an 
environmentalist, and the Clinton-Gore 
administration has been remarkably 
tough on industrial polluters. For 
example, the administration encouraged 
the 1996 EPA crackdown on industrial 
emissions.
Gore’s 1992 book Earth in the 
Balance derides the internal 
combustion engine as an outdated 
source of energy and also the chief 
source of carbon monoxide pollution, 
which contributes to global warming, 
acid rain and other environmental 
problems. This Earth Day, Gore 
reissued his book and took a big 
political risk by addressing a group of 
truck manufacturers and labor leaders 
outside Detroit to inform them that he 
would be renewing his calls for tighter 
greenhouse gas emission standards, as 
well as exploration of alternative 
technologies in his hope that the internal 
combustion engine could be completely 
obsolete by the year 2017,
Gore’s embrace of an environmental 
platform is well-intentioned, but risky 
because of the possibility of alienating 
both pro-industry and pro- 
environmental voters. Many people 
believe that stricter regulation of 
industry could cause setbacks to the 
economy and job loss. Others believe 
that Gore is not as ardently green as he 
claims to be, citing an actual increase 
in national greenhouse gas emissions 
since 1990. However, Gore may 
attempt to reach the majority by 
embracing an environmentally friendly 
platform which would contrast with the 
poor environmental record of his 
opponent, Republican George W. Bush. 
As governor of Texas, Bush has 
endorsed big business over 
environmental regulations, giving his 
home state some of the worst pol lution 
in the nation.
Gore picking up cash in Beantown
Gore’s green campaign sounds 
politically correct and eco-friendly, but 
is any of it really environmentally 
sound? Or are environmental 
champions such as Friends of the Earth 
and the Sierra Club better off 
supporting Green party candidate Ralph 
Nader in the general election? Gore 
talks about pushing for cleaner fuels 
and energy efficiency, suggesting the 
development of a partnership between 
the federal government and the 
automobile industry to create more 
fuel-efficient vehicles. However, Gore 
still faces criticism for environmental 
issues that have gone unresolved in 
various states during his vice 
presidency.
For now. Gore’s plan sounds 
interesting - he claims that the 
government-corporation partnership 
will attempt to triple the fuel efficiency 
of heavy vehicles that exceed current 
emission standards. This is a large risk 
and hopefully it will be rewarded by 
the attention of voters, followed by real 
action, not just political gesturing. Of 
course, voters will have to pay attention 
to these kinds of platform issues 
between now and November, not just 
Gore, page 13
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Rescuing the important few: third time’s the charm?
by Dave Holman ’03
Asst. Commentary Editor
“What man of you, having a hundred 
sheep, if he has lost one of them, does 
not leave the ninety-nine in the 
wilderness, and go after the one which 
is lost, until he finds it? And when he 
comes home, he calls together his friends 
and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep 
which was lost.’” -Luke 15:4-6
Under the Jeopardy category of 
controversial politics: It has ripped the 
President from the polls to which he is 
beholden. His potential signature is at 
odds with the Christian Coalition, the 
Speaker of the House, and the House 
Minority Leader Dick Gephardt, whose 
typical demagoguery is unusually 
absent. “What is the partial birth abortion 
ban, take three?” While the bill comes 
in direct contact with arguably the most 
heated issue in the nation, it is at the 
incontrovertible end of a spectrum of 
scientific truth, morality, and love.
The Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act 
has passed Congress twice already, in 
both 1996 and 1997, with a veto proof 
House vote and a Senate vote falling a 
mere three hands short of two-thirds. 
Both times Clinton has vetoed it. These 
facts will probably remain the same, as
the House vote is well over two-thirds 
again, with the Democratic leadership 
silently in support. The stagnant Senate 
party lines are likely to produce a rerun, 
and Clinton will probably hold a 
trademark veto ceremony with a dozen 
or so “victims of pregnancy.” He will use 
these women and their heartfelt 
appearance to defend his policy with 
emotion in the face of the increasing 
abortion awareness that the ban has 
brought to America.
The staunch minority opposition 
claims their fight stems from the 
possibility of a broad interpretation that 
would ban other abortion procedures. 
The current bill has been amended and 
narrowed after the previous two 
rejections. The language makes certain 
that the only abortion banned is the one 
in which labor is induced (during the last 
trimester), the baby is partially delivered, 
the back of its head is penetrated, and its 
brain is removed. In other words, when 
the legal “fetus” is only eight to ten 
inches from being a live, protected, 
human infant.
The opposition does not really fear 
this law being applied to other abortions. 
Rather, they fear the consequences that 
could conceivably follow. The far left 
incrementalists are frightened that 
someone may have stolen their playbook 
for other agendas such as gun control, 
government dependence, and morals. 
Representative Louise Slaughter (D- 
New York) confirms this when she says; 
“Proponents of this bill are not just 
chipping away at the right to choose, 
they are taking a jackhammer to it.” 
They always demand that the far right­
wingers come to the table and recognize 
what is sensible and right. The left­
wingers should do the same and see the 
inherent wrong in killing a child/fetus 
inches from life that has brain waves, a 
heartbeat, the capacity for pain, and a 
desire to suck its thumb.
The partial birth abortion ban is not 
an issue of abortion as a whole. When 
Americans are asked at what point they 
would support limiting abortion, an 
overwhelming majority favors banning 
late term abortions, while a far smaller 
number would outlaw all abortions. Not 
only do people understand the 
uniqueness and horrific nature of partial 
birth abortions in comparison to 
abortion in general, but the facts make 
it clear. The line between child and fetus 
may seem far more blurred earlier in 
the pregnancy, but those aborted in 
partial birth abortions are babies. With 
today’s modem science, preemies even 
as young as five months in utero can 
survive out of the womb. Nearly all of 
those protected under this, law certainly 
could as well.
Remember ho.w Clinton-Gore 
wanted to keep “abortion rare, safe, 
and legal?” That would sound 
moderate and sensible enough. Their 
devotion to the abortion and feminist 
lobbies has destroyed this policy, 
placing him with the religious and 
political left. The late Senator Barry 
Goldwater said that we “cannot 
legislate morality.” Though this 
statement has been taken out of 
context, he meant that any law will 
not make someone inherently moral, 
but we as a civilized democracy, can 
and do choose which actions are 
permissible and which are not.
What the left should remember 
and those in support of the ban should 
always keep in mind is that such a 
stance is not against women or their 
rights. An abortion, especially one so 
late in the pregnancy, is a difficult 
decision with often traumatic and life­
changing implications. Even in the 
midst of this just battle, we must 
respect, support, counsel, and 
embrace these women in an 
outpouring of love and prayer. This 
attitude must extend to all abortions. 
Just remember: we love them both.
Articles from page 12 More Letters to the Editor
That Elian thing 
-Continued from page 12- 
shocked by these tendencies. I do not 
believe that Elian’s family would 
choose the path of martyrdom by 
brandishing firearms against the U.S. 
Marshals. Elian’s a cute kid, but one 
has to choose his fights wisely. There’s 
no just reason to break that law. Again, 
the U.S. Government versus renegade, 
protesting Cubans is like the example 
of the PC basketball team’s starting 
point guard versus the now deceased 
professional wrestler. The finish is a 
foregone conclusion.
In final, this episode in United States 
history has taught this Cowl graybeard 
a few things about our nation. If 
someone happens to be from an enemy 
nation, with conflicting political beliefs, 
laws-and statutes do not apply in 
attempting to salvage their freedom.
Conundrums 
-Continued from page 12- 
doesn’t know anything about anything 
except what his advisers tell him,” and 
any law banning my column would be 
an obvious violation of the First 
Amendment and freedom of the press. 
Why should people and organizations 
who buy issue ads not enjoy the same 
rights? The claim made by some right­
wingers that campaign finance reform 
is really a plot to give the liberal media 
more influence is certainly silly, but 
such might still be the result.
Issue ads serve a useful purpose in a 
democracy. In a world where 
candidates are afraid to say or do certain 
things for fear of being accused of 
negative campaigning or antagonizing 
certain voter blocs, supporters who run 
issue ads can do the sometimes 
seemingly-dirty-but-vitally-necessary 
dirty work for them. A recent National 
Right-to-Life Committee ad on the back 
page of the Providence Visitor titled 
“The Presidential Record on Abortion” 
methodically chronicles about a dozen 
ways in which President Clinton 
reversed pro-life policies of the Reagan- 
Bush era. Whatever your position on 
abortion, can you really say that it 
would be beneficial for democracy for 
such an ad to be against the law? 
Should the NEA, the NRA, Handgun 
Control, the ACLU, the Sierra Club, the 
Christian Coalition, and countless other 
organizations all be silenced for over a 
month before an election? If not, then 
issue advocacy ads should not be 
banned.
The United States is seemingly built on 
principles of anarchy rather than 
Christianity. The “Christian” thing to 
do would be to broker a settlement 
amicably (news comes from a Miami 
Immigrant Organization that this was 
occurring while the ‘Heavyweights in 
Havana’ were barging into private 
property). The fact that there could 
have been a settlement shows the gap 
between idealism and reality that is 
providing the gnawing concerns about 
2 Is'century democracy. In a high-tech 
world, where we now have more tools 
at our disposal that allow us to be even 
more intelligent citizens, how did we 
ever become so deplorably daft? A 
renaissance, a revolution of idealism 
must infuse our nation with a new hope 
for the future. The whole world is 
watching...it’s time for them to quit 
laughing.
-Continued from page 12- 
to the more dramatic media attention 
given to more pressing recent issues, 
such as the Gonzalez family soap opera.
Unfortunately, it seems that to the 
general public, being environmentally 
friendly has become passd. In the early 
‘90’s, we were inundated by reminders 
to “re-re-recycle” which were clearly 
effective, since recycling has now 
become part of our lifestyle. Recycling 
bins in the dorms are generally quickly 
filled with soda bottles and weekend 
‘empties,’ and according to statistics 
from the EPA, 28% of garbage was 
recycled in 1997, improved from 6.6% 
in 1970.
While recycling has become a part 
of our lifestyle, CFC’s have been 
•phased out’ of aerosol cans, and we 
religiously report to emissions testing 
each year, we have reached an 
environmental stalemate. Most of us do 
the bare minimum to be ecologically 
sound, but we are not going to save the 
planet unless we are moved to do more. 
For example, while the dorms are 
currently recycling a lot of plastic, ail 
of the paper waste created by the vast 
numbers of Wall Street Journal 
subscriptions and printer errors are still 
being thrown in the trash.
Gore may be partaking in political 
rhetoric now, but his platform could 
raise the standard for environmental 
politics in the next decade. Maybe in 
the year 2000, the politics of the 
environment will move beyond catchy 
slogans and jingles into real action to 
slow the grave problems facing the 
ecology of the planet.
Other reasons 
for beating
I went to parochial school for twelve 
years and I never had the opportunity to 
see a minority student enter our campus. 
The majority of your students at 
Providence College our graduates of 
parochial schools where diversity is 
limited and in many cases not existant.
Now you have a basketball programs 
that has always been an integral part of 
not only your school but also to the City 
of Providence. You recruit minority 
students from schools where diversity is 
not only encouraged but it is celebrated.
This is not a formula for 
understanding.
Your basketball players become an 
island in a sea of adversity. They eat, 
sleep, socialize and study in a bond that 
becomes so strong that they are truly soul 
brothers. They becomes each other’s 
security blanket and this bonding is not 
only misunderstood by the majority of 
the student body but it is deeply resented 
by the many.
Your basketball players yearn for 
acceptance and they realize that 
acceptance is predicated on their success 
on the court. This team did not have a 
very good season and there opportunity 
for acceptance was reduced. Your 
basketball players take tremendous pride 
in their athletic ability and when that 
pride is shaken, it is perceived that 
acceptance is difficult to attain. We all 
want to be loved and respected.
What happened to Tom Cook was 
deplorable. Why this happened to Tom 
Cook is the bigger question?
When security or police question 
witnesses in race related confrontations, 
they always ask the question, “Did you 
hear any racial slurs?” Your problem 
goes beyond racial slurs.
To steal a quote from Mayor Buddy 
Cianci after the two white officers were 
exonerated by the grand jury in the death 
of a black police officer, “Let us use this 
season of Easter as an opportunity to 
promote racial understanding in the 
Thank you to the 1999-2000 
Editorial Board for all their help 
and assistance in making this 
week’s staff transition possible!
community.”
And when Father Smith adressed the 
faculty last week, he quoted from the 
Mater General of the Dominican Order 
Timothy Radcliffe when he said 
“Universities shoud be places where we 
can learn to talk to strangers. Meeting 
another can be a fearful moment or a 
matter of recognition. The need to talk 
to strangers is imperative because those 
who are different easily become not just 
strangers but enemies with whom it is 
impossible to talk.”
Again, I ask the question, why did this 
happen to Tom Cook? We must nurture 
diversity so we can celebrate diversity.
Ron Leary 
Salem, MA
What a great place 
-Continued from page 10-
this such a growing place of instruction, 
it’s the big- tops, the administration. 
They reign supreme and how well they 
do. Holding their values when hit by 
fire, keeping their faith in times of 
weakness, expressing their love when 
students need it most. They have always 
been there for me. I am very thankful 
for their help and guidance. Yet another 
positive note to mention: this school is 
Catholic; and they truly live up to that 
title. Everyone here is so friendly and 
moral. I thought that college would be 
full of ‘weird’ people that would try to 
get me to do things that I really shouldn’t 
do. It is not! Well, at least at this school. 
Everyone is so down to earth and nice. 
I love meeting new people and I’ve met 
so many here that I know I’ll never 
forget. I think our devotion to the church 
has so much to do with that.
In closing, I just want to say why I 
wrote this. Recently, everyone has been 
so negative. The truth needs to be told: 
this school is really not a waste of our 
time as some have come to believe. 
There really is no lack of irony, this is 
education and I would not change it for 
anything.
Robert Prattico ’03
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“He should go with 
his dad.”
Barbara from Alumni Cafeteria
“Put him back on a raft 
and let the sharks decide.” 
a.fo«Ben Nadeau ’00, Kevin Gallagher ’00,
Bill Sugg ’01, Kate Antonucci ’00, 
Kate Sweeney ’02, (^)Liz Brunell 
’02, Erin Harrell ’02
“He should be wherever his 
father is!”
Carolyn TUrco ’02






“Start a new Fox show: 
Wbo wants to adopt 
a Cuban?’ ”
J. Hanley ’00 Dosi ’01
Roving Apology:
Due to technical difficulties there is a lack of photos this week. Sorry! By the way, 
the images used in no way represent the people named in the bylines (mostly).
Astro and Orbity
“Tell him to work on his fastball and swim back in 10 years.”
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by Matt Duchnowski ’01
A&E Staff_________________________
I don’t like war movies.
How did I arrive at this conclusion?: 
Premise 1-1 don’t like war movies. 
Premise 2-1 loved U-571.
Conclusion- U-571 is not a war 
movie.
Perfect logic, 
except that we still 
have to define U- 
571. I would 




all of the above.
Matthew McConaughey skillfully 
portrays Lt. Andrew Tyler, an 
inexperienced naval officer placed in 
charge of a secret mission to obtain the 
Enigma, a German code transmitter 
which could be instrumental in 
defeating the Nazis. Harvey Keitel is a 
veteran seaman and Bill Paxton the 
ranking officer.
From the very start, these men have 
the odds stacked against them. Just as 
one problem is remedied, another one; 
is bom. The special effects are excellent I 
and do more to support the action rather: 
than become it.
All the while you’ll be on the edge) 
of your seat, rooting for good ol’ red 
white and blue. And who better to root 
against than Nazi Germany?
Note: Although the Enigma is not a 
fictional thing, it was captured by the 
Brits in 1941 and not by the U.S. If this 
sort of inaccuracy disturbs you, it may 
be best to stay at home and rent Das 









Keeping the Faith 
by Kevin McPhee ’01 
A&E Staff_________________________
Ben Stiller, you are my hero. 
Whether he is playing the socially inept 
afid accident prone Ted Stroehmann in 
There’s Something About Mary, or as the 
hip rabbi in his new movie Keeping the 
Faith, he always manages to end up with 
beautiful women. 
Keeping the Faith is 
a hilarious comedy 
that tells the out­
rageous tale of the 
love lives of Brian 
(Edward Norton) and 
Jake (Ben Stiller), 
and the tangled web 
they weave when they reunite with their 
childhood friend Anna (Jenna Elfman).
Of course Anna is no longer a little 
girl, and to their surprise she has become 
the curvaceous blonde with a great 
personality that they only thought existed 
in dreams and Playboy. Normally this 
would be heaven for any guy, but for 
Brian there is an unfortunate catch. He 
is a priest, and that vow of chastity is 
coming back to haunt him. Meanwhile, 
Jake has become the most eligible rabbi 
in the metropolitan area, and is tom 
between his duty to the congregation and 
his feelings for Anna. A simple choice 
for most of us, but Jake is a devoted rabbi 
and he must choose between his matzah 
and his mamasita.
Stiller and Norton are hilarious 
together as the dynamic duo of religious 
dogma. The jokes in Keeping are very 
witty and entertaining, and Jenna 
Elfman turns in a great performance as 
well. Overall, its interesting story and 
many, many laughs that make it well 
worth the effort to get off the couch.
by Benjamin Sweeney ’00 
A&E Staff & Sexiest Pistol
So this is my final Cowl 
article. Sad? I’m too hopped 
up on caffeine to be sad. We’ll 
see how I feel when I actually 
have to pay for my own 
movies again. Yuck. Thank 
God for matinees and the 
Patriot Cinemas. But there is 
time enough for the future in 
the future. Now is the present 
and I have just seen a film 
about the past. It’s called The 
Filth and the Fury and it’s a 
new documentary about the 
old Sex Pistols. In fact, the 
present day Pistols only show 
up backlit so you only see 
their silhouetted profiles and 
are allowed to concentrate on 
them in the time that the film 
is concerned with, the late 
seventies.
The Sex Pistols existed for 
only 26 months from 1976-78 
but changed things forever,
depending on how you look at it. I will 
not get into the debate over who started 
the punk scene, the Sex Pistols or the 
Ramones, but I will say that the Ramones 
started playing together in 1974 a good 
two years before the Pistols. Anyway, the 
film provides an in depth look at the 
major players involved in the Pistols’ 
revolution and how they came together, 
created a musical debacle that puts the 
Marilyn Manson crap to shame, and then 
self-destructed. The audience is treated 
to old interviews, new interviews, 
concert footage, and news reports 
concerning the Pistols’ explosion into a 
world which created and despised them 
at the same time, all interspliced with 
footage of riots, dead rats, Shakespeare’s 
Richard III, the Queen, weird British 
commercials, huge piles of garbage, and 
midgets. A perfect mix.
Director Julien Temple provides a 
more factual portrayal of the Pistols 
in Filth than in his cartoon laden Great 
Rock’N’Roll Swindle (1980) which is 
more of a punk rock Fantasia than
Movie Listings...starting 4f27
Avon Cinema, 260 Thayer St,
Providence, 421-3315
East Is East: Fri and Mon- Thurs 
evenings at 5:15, 7:20, and 9:25; Sat 
and Sun showings at 1:00, 3:00,7:20, 
and 9:25
Taxi Driver: showing at midnight on 
Fri and Sat and at 5:00 on Sat and Sun
Showcase North Attleborough, 640 
S. Washington St. (Route 1), North 
Attleboro, Mass. (508) 643-3900 
Keeping the Faith: 12:40,3:40,6:40, 
9:30, 12:05; Sun- Thurs: no 12:05 
show
Rules Of Engagement: 12:30, 3:40, 
6:45,9:40,12:15; Sun-Thurs: no 12:15 
show
U-571: 1:00, 1:30, 3:50, 4:20, 7:00, 
7:30, 9:50, 10:15, 12:15, 12:35; Sun- 
Thurs:no 12:15 or 12:35 show; Thurs: 
no 1:00 show
The Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas: 
12:45, 1:15, 2:55, 3:25, 5:00, 5:30, 
7:15,8:00,9:30,11:00; Sun-Thurs: no 
11:00 show
Gossip: 12:20, 10:10, 12:20; Sun- 
Thurs: no 12:20 show
Final Destination: 2:35, 5:05,7:40 
The Road to El Dorado: 12:30,2:40, 
4:45, 7:00
American Psycho: 9:15, 11:30; Sun- 
Thurs: no 11:30 show
Frequency: 1:10, 4:00, 7:10, 10:00, 
12:25; Sun- Thurs: no 12:25 show
The Skulls: 12:00, 2:25, 7:35, 10:05, 
12:20; Sun- Thurs: no 12:20 show
Snow, beer, and a band called the Sex Pistols: (clockwise from top) Sid Vicious, 
Paul Cook, Johnny Rotten and Steve Jones having a jolly good debaucherous moment 








anything else. Instead of 
staged vignettes and crazy 
toons, Temple offers more 
of a history lesson here and 
succeeds overwhelmingly 
in portraying the Pistols as 
the victims of their 
environment that they truly 
were. He recreates the 
scene (so to speak) with 
plenty of timely footage 
and interviews that are sometimes 
pretty funny in hindsight. Actually the 
whole film is pretty funny either 
because of the Pistols’ intentional 
antics or because of their unintentional 
innocence and the dramatic irony that 
is always involved in this sort of thing. 
We discover that Johnny Rotten is so- 
called because of his incredibly 
disgusting (but typically British) teeth. 
We also find out that Sid Vicious’s real 
name is John and that he was named 
Sid after Rotten’s hamster and Vicious 
because he would beat people with a 
bike chain at the Pistols’ early shows
Return To Me: 4:50
28 Days: 12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:20, 9:55, 
12:10; Sun- Thurs: no 12:10 show 
Erin Brockovich: 12:20, 3:30, 6:50, 
9:45,12:20; Sun-Thurs: no 12:20 show; 
Thurs: no 12:20 show
Showcase Seekonk Route 6, Route 6, 
Seekonk, Mass. (508) 336-6789
The Road to El Dorado: 12:30, 2:40, 
4:45, 7:00
Romeo Must Die: 9:15, 11:45; Sun- 
Thurs: no 11:45 show
U- 571: 12:45, 1:15, 1:45, 3:30, 4:00, 
4:30,6:40,7; 10,7:40,9:20,9:50,10:15, 
11:50, 12:20,12:35; Sun-Thurs: 11:50, 
12:20, or 12:35 show
Keeping The Faith: 12:20,3:20,6:50, 
9:40, 12:15; Sun-Thurs: no 12:15 show 
Where The Heart Is: 1:00, 3:50, 7:20, 
10:00,12:25; Sun-Thurs: no 12:25 show 
Erin Brockovich: 12:30, 3:40, 6:45, 
7:15,9:45,12:25; Sun- Thurs: no 12:25 
show
American Beauty: 12:45, 3:45, 7:10, 
9:55,12:20; Sun-Thurs: no 12:20 show 
High Fidelity: 1:10,4:10,10:10,12:30; 
Sun- Thurs: no 12:30 show
Return To Me: 1:20,4:20,7:25,10:05, 
12:30; Sun- Thurs: no 12:30 show
Showcase Seekonk 1-10,800 Fall River 
Ave, Seekonk, Mass. (508) 336-6020 
Final Destination: 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 
7:35,10:00,12:10; Sun-Thurs: no 12:10 
show; Sat: no 7:35 show 
before he was in the 
band. Did you know that? 
I did. Except for the 
hamster thing. That’s 
pretty funny.
The film is replete 
with cameo appearances 
by the early British punk 
scene superstars 
including Pistols Rotten, 
Vicious, Paul Cook,
Steve Jones, Glen Matlock, and 
Malcolm McLaren as well as Souxie 
Soux, Billy Idol, and a crazy 
appearance by Sting in a scene from 
the Pistols film Who Shot Bambi? 
There is plenty of Glen Matlock 
bashing even in the new interviews 
which is funny because he is part of 
the movie and toured with the Pistols 
a couple years back. The infamous 
Nancy Spungen is introduced and 
portrayed as the Courtney Love 
prototype she truly was. The film is a 
veritable roller coaster through the era 
Filth, page 18
Love and Basketball: 12:50, 1:15, 
3:40, 4:10, 6:40, 7:10, 9:35, 10:00, 
12:05,12:30; Sun-Thurs: no 12:05 or 
12:30 show
The Skulls: 12:05, 2:40, 5:15, 7:45, 
10:15, 12:30; Sun- Thurs: no 12:30 
show
28 Days: 12:00,2:25,4:45,7:20,9:55, 
12:10; Sun-Thurs: no 12:10 show
The Flintstones In Viva Rock Vegas: 
12:45, 1:15, 2:55, 3:25, 5:00, 5:30, 
7:15, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00; Sun- Thurs: 
no 11:00 show
American Psycho: 12:15,2:35,4:50, 
7:25, 9:50, 12:00; Sun- Thurs: no 
12:00 show ,
Rules of Engagement: 1:10, 4:00, 
.6:50, 9:45, 12:15; Sun- Thurs: no 
12:15 show
Frequency: 1:00, 3:50, 7:00, 9:40, 
12:10; Sun- Thurs: no 12:10 show
Showcase Seekonk 11-12, 775 Fall 
River Ave, Seekonk, Mass. (508) 336- 
3420
My Dog Skip: 1:00, 3:15; Tues: 3:15 
show only
Gossip: 5:20, 7:30,9:45,11:30; Sun- 
Thurs: no 11:30 show
Scream 3: 1:15, 4:00, 7:10, 9:35, 
11:50; Sun- Thurs: no 11:50 show; 
special times for Mon: 12:30, 9:35; 
special times for Tues: 9:35 only
The Next Best Thing: Mon- Tues 
only: 3:00, 7:00
— Compiled by Laura Bergmann ’02
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19 things 
to do off 
campus...
Fine Arts
• This, and my heart by Lynn 
Yamamoto (thru 4/30) 
RISD Museum 3PM
• Terry Allen: Works on Paper 
(thru 4/29) R1C Free
• 2000 Annual Juried Student 
Exhibition (thru 5/5)
Main Gallery, URI Call for 
times (Free)
• The Healing Arts (4/29) 
RISD Museum 11-4PM 
(Free)
• Orbit Fragments (thru 6/4) 
URI Fine Arts Galleries
Music
• Dogwood Moon (4/28) In the 
Square Coffee House 8PM $5
• Edwin McCain (4/27) Lupo’s 
8PM $12
• Shutdown and One Man 
Army (4/28) Lupo’s 8:15PM 
$12
• Built to Spill (4/29) Lupo’s 
8PM $7
• Jimmy Cliff (5/1) Lupo’s 
8PM $10
• Dido (5/2) Lupo’s 8PM $8
Theatre
• The Compleat Wrks of Wllm 
Shkspr (Abridged) (thru 5/21) 
NewGate Theatre $10
• My Fair Lady (thru 5/21) 
Trinity Repertory Theatre
Etc.
• Bowlarama (purchase a bowl 
made by art students) (5/3) 
RISD Market Square 1MPM
• Lecture on Art with Natalie 
Jeremijenko (5/3)
RISD Design Center 
Room 212 1:15PM (Free)
• BRU Dance Party (4/29) 
Lupo’s 10PM $5
• Bob Nelson - Comedian 
(4/27) The Comedy Con­
nection 8PM
• Frank Santos - Hypnotist 
(4/29) The Comedy Con­
nection 8PM
• Jim Davis - Comedian 




• The Comedy Connection 
39 Warren Ave 438-8383
• In the Square Coffee House 
10 Troy Street 421-5965
• Lupo’s
239 Westminster Prov. 
272-5876
• NewGate Theatre
134 Matthewson St 421 -9680
• RIC 600 Mt. Pleasant Ave 
456-8194
• RISD Museum 224 Benefit 
St., 454-6500
• Trinity Repertory Theatre 
201 Washington St. 351 -4242
• URI 105 Upper College Road 
874-2131
• VMA Arts & Cultural Center 
Brownell St. 831-3123
—Compiled for you with love by
Erin Keller '02
A Loverly Show
by Jessica Tabak ’01
A&E Editor
About halfway through Trinity 
Repertory’s current production of Lerner 
and Loewe’s classic musical My Fair 
Lady, I leaned into my friend’s ear and 
whispered six words: “I want to see this 
again.” I figured he’d understand, since 
this particular night marked the third time 
he had been in the audience in the course 
of a week. My Fair Lady is a show of the 
sort that demands to be seen as many times 
as possible. It is a theatrical and musical 
feat that manages to be artistic but not 
artsy, smart but not pretentious, and 
original but never contrived.
At the root of the production is the 
same old story about the ornery linguist 
and devout bachelor (Henry Higgins, 
played by Timothy Crowe) who makes 
a bet that he will be able to pass a 
common flower girl (Eliza Doolittle, 
played by Rachael Warren) off as a 
duchess simply by teaching her how to 
speak proper English. Higgins lets Eliza 
move into his home as part of the deal, 
and the two end up learning just as much 
about their relationship with each other 
as they do about phonics. This simple 
tale has been a Broadway hit (back in 
the 60’s with Julie Andrews and Rex 
Harrison as the leads) and a movie hit 
(with Audrey Hepburn replacing 
Andrews), and everybody in creation is 
familiar with the story and songs that go 
into both. It’s all ducky, really, but it’s 
nothing new.
Add director and musical director 
Amanda Dehnert to the mix and all of 
this changes. The young and ferociously 
talented associate artistic director at 
Trinity, Dehnert has a gift for spinning 
gold out of old material. She did it earlier 
this season with her high-energy Othello 
and last season with St. Joan, and she 
has done it again—and, in my own 
humble opinion, most effectively—with 
Lady. Everything about this show is a 
welcome innovation, from the intimate 
musical arrangements to the ever-present 
chorus to the two baby grand pianos that 
pretty much make up the set. This is not 
a show about showcasing the beautiful 
voices of its stars. It’s a show about 
recovering the immediacy of a story that 
has been around for over a century.
As with any musical review, the best 
place to start is the music itself. All six 
of you reading this piece are familiar 
with the songs in this show. Tunes like 
“I Could Have Danced All Night,” 
“Wouldn’t it be Loverly?” and “Get Me 
to the Church on Time” are as familiar 
to us as empty beer cans on the quad, 
but they don’t sound the same in this 
show. Nay, they sound a lot better. 
Dehnert has stripped all of the orchestral 
cheese down to two piano parts, with the 
chorus picking up additional harmonies 
by singing them or playing solo 
instruments. This new arrangement 
makes old music magical again. Even 
more importantly, it makes it easier for 
us to hear the actors who are singing. 
They don’t have to bellow out glass­
shattering notes that show off their vocal 
chops. Instead, they are free to display 
the emotional nuances suggested in the 
songs they are singing. (Ah, yes. 
Nuance. It’s a lovely word, really, and
To the jokesters and schemers of the class of ’00—
Thanks for making The Cowl office a better place. Kind of like 
the way that useless inventions like the TV and the electric 
blanket are supposed to make the world a better place, except you 
guys really did.
We’ll miss your opinions, your guidance, and your presence.
A surprise around every corner: Rachael Warren (Eliza Doolittle) and 
Janice Duclos (Mrs. Pierce) being kept on their toes by 
Trinity Rep’s innovative My Fair Lady.
one that the Tim Rices and Andrew 
Lloyd Webbers of the world might like 
to look up.) This is first apparent when 
the actors perform “Wouldn’t it be 
Loverly?” in the beginning portion of the 
first act. It’s usually a 
whimsical, rather
overstated romp
dedicated less to 
showcasing Eliza’s 
words than the 
frighteningly cockneyed 
accent in which she 
delivers them. In this 
production, “Loverly” 
is a very different 
animal, displaying the 
real emotions that Eliza 
and her street friends 
face daily. The song 
becomes an effecting tune that offers the 
audience intimate insight into the 
characters onstage. When it ends, you’re 
not left thinking, “what a knock-out 
song.” You’re thinking about Eliza and 
her troubled life instead.
The rest of the show takes its cue from 
the intimacy kindled by Dehnert’s 
musical arrangements. The script is 
played conversationally and almost 
irreverently, making it a lot funnier than 
it is when you read it. Everybody on 
stage, from Trinity veteran Crowe to 
New York actress Warren to Colonel- 
Pickering-in a pinch Bob Colonna (The 
actor who was supposed to play the 









For Ticket Info, Call: 
(401)351-4242
suffered a mild heart attack during the 
first week of the run, and Colonna was 
called up to replace him), is comfortable 
in his character’s skin. Because of this, 
funny stuff “organically” arises onstage.
It takes a lot of 
painstaking direction 
and dedicated acting to 
make such stuff seem so 
effortless. The magical 
touches that abound in 
this show make it clear 
that Dehnert and her 
cast put in the time and 
energy needed to pull 
them off.
I could go on, but 
with each line I write I 
flirt more heavily with 
the possibility of losing 
you, my six faithful readers. Besides, 
whatever I say is going to circle back to 
one basic thesis: This show is a sheer 
joy, therefore you must go see it. The 
tickets are a bit pricey, so call the box 
office to inquire about student rush 
tickets, or just suck it up and add the 
regular price tab onto your already hefty 
credit card bill. (What’s another thirty 
bucks in the grand scheme of things?) 
You don’t want to miss this chance to 
see a show so full of the marks of 
directorial genius. (Ok, so I use the word 
“genius” all the time, but I really mean 
it now.) And call now—it may be a while 
before such a well-conceived production 
once again lands itself in our backyards.
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An Earnest Review
by Adrienne Larsen-Silva ’02
A&E Staff
Charming, lighthearted, carefree. All 
three describe Blackfriars Theatre’s 
recent production of The Importance of 
Being Earnest. Directed by Fr. Matthew 
Powell, O.P., and written by Oscar 
Wilde, this amusing story was full of 
memorable one-liners, and, in the 
tradition of PC theatre, was skillfully 
acted by an outstanding student cast.
The play tells the story of two young 
men who both manage to get themselves 
into the most unlikely yet humorous 
situations. Jack Worthing (Matt 
Duchnowski ’01) is a well-intentioned 
young man who lives two different lives. 
When at his country house, he goes by 
his actual name and lives quietly, raising 
an orphaned ward, Cecily (Maura Furey 
‘01). In order to escape the country, he 
fabricates a brother, Emest, whom he 
constantly has to bail out of trouble. 
However, once in the city, he takes on 
the name Ernest, a name that the girl he 
wants to marry, Gwendolen (Lauren 
Brown ‘02), is very particular fond of. 
The second young man, Algernon (Jim 
Kalagher ‘01), is a fun-loving and 
mischievous friend of Jack’s. At the 
beginning of the play, he has just 
discovered his friend’s double life and 
intends to have some fun with his new 
knowledge. He goes to the country 
house, determined to meet this Cecily 
(whom he is rather interested in), 
pretending to be “Emest.” Since no one 
there has ever actually met the 
supposedly troublesome brother, 
everyone believes Algernon. When Jack 
returns, he is annoyed that he must play 
along with the game in order to save face, 
but is even more annoyed when he 
discovers Algernon and Cecily have 
fallen in love. Then, when Gwendolen
shows up looking 
for “Emest,” chaos 
ensues. Of course, 
all ends happily 
eventually, but not 
without some plot 
twists.
This play was 





special note was 
Maura Furey ’01 as 
Cecily. Not only 
did she have a 
flawless English 
accent, but her 
performance as the 
innocent, romantic 
ward was dead-on 
and couldn’t have 
been more honestly 
or amusingly acted. 
Jim Kalagher ’01 
(Algernon) and 
Matt Duchnowski
’01 (Jack) were —photo by Constance Brown
wonderful together Making whoopie, steaming tea: Lauren Brown ’02 and Matt Duchnowski ’01 exchanging glances 
Kalagher had a and muffins in Blackfriars Theatre’s The Importance of Being Earnest.
charming air of merriment about him, 
and Duchnowski was the picture of 
“earnestness” as his character fumbled 
his way in and out of different situations. 
As Lady Bracknell, Algernon’s aunt and 
Gwendolen’s mother, Ryan Brown also 
proved once again that he is a versatile 
actor. His portrayal of this 
overprotective and pessimistic woman 
was hilarious, and his timing was 
consistently dead-on. Drew Royals ’01 
was also entertaining as the Rev. Dr. 
Chausible, the local minister whose 
monosyllabic tone and straight face 
made him quite comical.
Helping this cast 
along was a 
beautiful set 
designed by David 
Costa-Cabral. The 
set rotated, and 
each side was done 
down to the last 
detail, whether it 
was vines on the 
outside of the 
country house or the knickknacks on 
the fireplace mantle. These elements, 
combined with the wonderful period 
costumes (also designed by Cabral), 
The Importance of Being Earnest
Directed by:
Fr. Matthew Powell
Currently Playing at: 
The Blackfriars Theatre 
IN your memory, sister.
added immensely to 
the atmosphere of the 
play.
As this was the last 
major production for 
Blackfriar’s this year 
(don’t miss the staged 
reading of Kinder- 
transport on May 3rd), 
I hope you were able 
to see it. To the cast 
and crew, congratulations on a job well 
done. It was a production that the PC 




with Providence College vocal ensemble
Anaclastic
free admission
29 April 8:00 pm
30 April 2:00 pm
’64 Hall Slavin Center
for more information,call x2216
Featuring “RUNAWAY” and a new version of “REBECCA” 
in stores April 11th
Appearing live at Lupos in Providence on May 4
www.giantreconls.cofn»www.patmcgeeband.com
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Another Crack at the Divine
by Erin Keller ’02
A&E Staff
The first time music geniuses Tim 
Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber came 
together was for the Counter Culture 
rock opera Jesus Christ Superstar in 
1972. Now the musical is back on 
Broadway with a modern setting, 
proving the songs that depict events 
traveling back two thousand years 
remain timeless.
Reenacting the last seven days of 
Christ’s life on Earth, Jesus Christ 
Superstar now has the disciples 
portrayed as the “riffraff” militants and 
prostitutes of modem New York City. 
The followers, who live 
under bridges and in places 
of ill repute, raise Christ up 
to be a cult figure. His 
name and face appearing 
everywhere, especially on 
flyers popular on city posts, 
alarms the modern day 
super law enforcement, 
headed up by Caiaphas and 
Annas. Finally, the 
ultimate betrayal (hope I’m 
not giving anything away 
here) of bad boy Judas has
Jesus in a mock trial under Pontius Pilate, 
and then being crucified.
The most wonderful thing about 
Jesus Christ Superstar is that it is all 
music. There is not one word of 
dialogue. This continually dictates the 
mood, keeping it lively at times, dark at 
others, but consistently powerful. Jesus 
(Glenn Carter, who looks like cross 
between David Hasselhoff and Fabio... 





Ford Center for the 
Performing Arts, 
New York, NY
For Tickets, Call: 
(212) 556-4750
Lloyd Webber concerts, and after one 
song it is obvious why. The part of Jesus
has a very difficult, very high pitched 
musical range, and Carter proves he 
can more than handle it. Manoel 
Felciano plays a very malevolent 
Judas, complete with a nasty yet 
somehow irresistible bad boy streak, 
especially present when he’s near 
Mary Magdalene. I cannot believe that 
he was the understudy. He is definitely 
giving Tony Vincent, who normally 
plays Judas, something to worry about. 
Continuing the trend of mellifluent 
voices, Maya Days is wonderful as 
Mary Magdalene, though now I can 
understand the Catholic Church’s 
objecting to the relationship depicted 
between she and Jesus, which, unlike 
the movie, occasionally 
crosses the “friends” 
boundary.
The high points: 
The temple scene. Now 
that it’s modem times, 
the merchants aren’t just 
selling offerings and 
placing bets. With a 
scene complete with the 
stock market, missiles, 
guns and televisions, sin 
was updated and made 
the story just as true 
today as it was then. Also, when Jesus 
is sent to Herod, who tempts him to 
perform miracles in exchange for his 
freedom, Herod is a Vegas casino owner, 
surrounded by showgirls and bright 
lights. It changes the serious tone in the 
second act, even if for a moment, and 
proves to be the most surprising part of 
the opera.
The low points: The crucifixion 
was gory. Very gory. There were
many ways to go about this particular 
scene, and director Gale Edwards
YOM HASHOAH 2000
Celebrity spotting: Jesus Christ the superstar seamlessly assimilating himself 
into the New York City rush hour crowd
opted for the bloodiest, most in-your- 
face execution possible without 
getting blood on the audience. 
Perhaps it was to communicate the 
monumental suffering of Christ, and I 
understand that it may have been the 
closest to actual events I have ever 
seen. But this is theatre not reality, 
and sometimes less is more.
Secondly, Pontius Pilate (Kevin 
Gray), a character granted perhaps the 
most tension-filled piece in the work, 
“Pilate and Christ,” ruined it by shouting
every note. A song that is supposed to 
build to a climax instead started off with 
a bang and continued like one long 
grating note. Very disappointing. 
Fortunately one bad apple did not have 
enough clout to ruin the brilliant crop 
that is cast.
It’s a sad thing, but you can’t see 
Cats anymore. And it seems like 
everyone in the world has seen Rent. If 
you’re ever in New York City this 
summer, and are in the mood for a 
musical, try this one. I mean hey, you 
already know the story. . . .
AN ARTS COMMEMORATION
OF THE HOLOCAUST
Providence College is contributing to the gobal observance 
of Yom Hashoah—’’Holocaust Remembrance Day”-—by 
hosting Yom Hashoah 2000, a commemoration of the 
Holocaust through the interdisciplinary merging of Art, Art 
History, Film, Drama, Literature, and Music.
The week-long event is free and open to the public. Due 




Welcoming Remarks, President Rev. Philip A. 
Smith
Key note address: “The Uncanny Arts of Holocaust 
Memory”
Professor James E. Young, University of 
Massachusetts Amherst
’64 Hall, Slavin Center
Reception Following in Presidential and Faculty 
Dining Rooms, Alumni Cafe
May 2,2000 - Tuesday 
4:30 - 6:30 pm
Film Screening: “The Last Days” 
Oscar-winning documentary film by Steven 
Spielberg




“An Evening with Madame F” 
Claudia Stevens, performance artist 
Multi-media, musical presentation with material 
from Auschwitz & Bergen-Belsen 
Blackfriars Theatre, Harkins Hall
Reception Following in Harkins Hall Rotunda
May 3.2000 - Wednesday
3:00 - 4:00pm
Poetry Reading and Talk: “Translating the 
Holocaust Poetry of Rivka Miriam” 
Linda Zisquit, Poet and Writer 
Feinstein Center Function Room, fourth floor
5:00- 7:00pm
“Kindertransport,” by Diane Samuels
Staged Reading of Holocaust Play by PC students and 
faculty
Blackfriars Theatre, Harkins Hall
7:30-8:30pm
“Perspectives on Holocaust Literature: Contemporary 
Poetry and Fiction in Israel and America” 
Lecture by Poet and Writer, Linda Zisquit 
Lecturer in Literature, Rothberg School at Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem
Blackfriars Theatre, Harkins Hall
Reception Following in Harkins Hall Rotunda
May 4,2000 - Thursday
5:30 - 6:30pm
Exhibition Opening: “Alice Lok Cahana: Mirrors and 
Memories, Images of the Holocaust”
Opening Performance: “Through My Mother’s Eyes” 
Rabbi Michael Cahana and Cantor Ida Rae Cahana
Hunt-Cavanagh Gallery and Garden
6:30 - 7:30pm




The Bresler Klezmer Band
Closing Reception, Hunt-Cavanagh Garden
Other Continuing Commemorations
May 1-27:
Photographic Exhibition: “A Priest Vows Never to 
Forget”
The Edward P. Doyle, O.P., Collection of Liberation 
Photographs of Nordhausen Concentration Camp, 
April 12,1945
Phillips Memorial Library
REGISTRATION: To register for any of the above events, 
please indicate the event, number of persons in your party, and 




of the short-lived band beginning 
before the beginning and ending 
with the death of Sid and his band 
mates’ reflections on his fate (Rotten, 
choked up (!):”Vicious.. .poor sod”). It 
was interesting for me to see the 
footage of the cute, young Sid, and now 
I have a deeper feeling of remorse for 
the poor sod, too. Rotten seems to feel 
that he was just not ready for what was 
about to happen to him and expresses 
remorse at his inability to help his 
friend. This, along with numerous 
suggestions by Rotten that they were 
trapped, tricked, and used by McLaren, 
give the Pistols a much deeper sense 
of emotion and realness than 1 have 
ever really known for them. If you 
know and love the Pistols like I do 
check out this movie. I guarantee you 
will learn to appreciate their power and 
meaning even more than ever.
So that’s it. I’m done. Finished. I’m 
not going to leave any sort of lasting 
remarks here. No sappy goodbyes. I 
don’t owe you anything and you don’t 
want to hear it anyway. Let us just say 
that it’s been fun and I hope that you’ve 
all learned something or other (of 
course you have). So I will just leave 
you with Johnny Rotten’s last musings 
about the whole thing, “F— it. F— it 
all.”
P.S.- Jill has a newly developed crush 




I will not make 
out with you!





How would you feel if you were 
signed to a major record label—say, 
Atlantic—and they dropped you after 
your second album—say it was called 
Willing to Wait, and you’re back to 
touring small clubs and rebuilding your 
following. While not everyone can say 
they can relate, you can always ask 
Melissa Ferrick what it’s like.
Made on a budget of $5,000 (and 
sounding that way), Freedom is Ferrick 
and Her Guitar. Seriously. I think she 
has a bassist and someone singing 
some background vocals occasionally. 
If you like simplicity in your music, 
then this CD is for you. However, if 
you like something that will hold your 
interest for more than two minutes and 
doesn’t sound like a cheap knockoff of 
Ani DiFranco, look somewhere else.
Ferrick wrote these songs after the 
end of a three-and-a-half year love 
affair. So I would have thought that 
these songs would have been at least 
angry. Instead, they’re bland. An 
Oatmeal Ani. Ferrick is nominated for 
several Boston music awards, so I’m 
guessing it’s slim pickings in 
Beantown’s music scene this year. 




So Kathleen Hanna is back. Bikini 
Kill is no more and Julie Ruin was, 
well, all right, but Le Tigre is picking 
up the pieces. Hanna has recruited zine 
mistress Johanna Fateman and 
videographer Saddie Benning to form 
the next evolutionary step in her “riot 
grrl” (I. always hated that name) 
revolution. Le Tigre comes across 
basically as Bikini Kill with keyboards 
and a drum machine but still rocks just 
as hard. The album’s highlights are the 
Giuliafti-bashing “My My Metrocard” 
and the super-fun “Hot Topic.” This is 
a must have for all you ex-riot grrls 
and boys.




ATLANTIC RECORDS is 
seeking a college marketing 
representative to promote 
our artists through retail, 
media/press, and tour sup­
port. Applicants should have 
at least one and a half years 
left in college and be willing 
to work 10-20 hours per 
week. This is an unpaid 
internship but qualifies for 
college credit. Please send 
resume to Andrew Babaian
at Atlantic Records 1290 
Ave. of the Americas, New 
York, NY 10104, or fax 212- 
405-5469.
WW.ATLAHTiC-RgCOHbS.COM
by Julie Kenny ’01
Asst. A&E Editor
What do you do when you 
have one of the most anticipated 
albums of the last decade? If you 
want to avoid the dreaded 
Sophomore Slump and 
subsequent Career Suicide, you 
take over two years to complete 
it. This takes some fancy 
footwork and music business 




supply-and-demand: you want 
your potential customers to build 
up anticipation and a fervent 
desire for new music, but you 
have to calculate it just right so 
that you don’t wait too long and 
end up facing blank stares and 
answering “Who is that again?” 
when you’re trying to plug the 
album.
I thought No Doubt had 
passed this cut-off point. I really 
figured that they were a one- 
album wonder. Ska is out. It has 
once again entered the 
underground scene and will 
begin the inevitable cycle of 
music trends, eventually gaining 
a cult following and suddenly 
bursting out on the music world, 
lasting long enough for everyone 
to get sick of it and send it 
whimpering back to wait a few 
years before it dares show its face 
again. I’m betting Grunge comes 
back any day now. 1 mean, even 
swing dancing was (note: it was. 
It is no longer cool. Once the 
GAP ads give it up, you know it’s 
time to let it go.) resurrected, and
that took what, sixty years?
However, No Doubt wisely did not try 
to duplicate the mega-success of Tragic 
Kingdom, its first big album (they had two 
beforehand). The distinctive pop/ska/ 
punk is out. What’s in on Return of Saturn 
is something a little more mature, a little 
more polished, that still retains its No 
Doubt-ness enough that fans should be 
pleased and mainstreamers shouldn’t 
mind it, either. The title refers to the 
planet’s 29-year orbit. Quite 
appropriately, lead singer Gwen Stefani 
was 29 when she was working on the 
majority of the album. It’s a tribute to how 
her life seems to have come full-circle on 
many different levels: chronologically 
(well, duh), emotionally, musically, and 
relationship-wise.
The fourteen songs mainly seem to 
focus on a sense of insecurity and 
restlessness. Stefani, who wrote all the 
songs with the help of bandmates Tony 
Kanal, Adrian Young, and Tom Dumont, 
should feel anything but. She’s in a very 
high tax bracket, she has young men 
panting after her and young women 
wanting to be as cool as she is, and dates 
Bush’s Gavin Rossdale, one of music’s 
pretty boys. However, she doesn’t refer 
to insecurity in the sense of “What if 
someone steals my brand new 
Mercedes? Oh, well. I have five more” 
or “If I break up with Gavin, how will I 
ever be able to choose among the hordes 
of suitors that are sure to show up?” She 
dives into herself and brings to the 
surface some very real and realistically 
depicted emotions.
Unafraid to be vulnerable, Stefani
To Mr. Benjamin Sweeney, Class of 2000,
Your charm and irreverence have made this paper a little sweeter 
this year, and we want to say thanQ.
May all of your mullet-donning, arena-rocking dreams come 
true in post-graduation land and beyond.
A peaceful return: Gwen Stephani and her extra-globular trotters make both the 
fans and the nonbelievers happy on Return of Saturn.
wistfully wonders if she’s taken the right 
path in life in “Marry Me” and “Simple 
Kind of Life,” addressing motherhood 
(“I always thought I’d be a mom/ 
Sometimes I wish for a mi stake.../You 
seem like you’d be a good dad”), 
friendship, and uncomplicated love. 
“Ex-Girlfriend” and “Bathwater” ask 
“Why do the good girls always want the 
bad boys” since it’s painful to become 
just a number after a break-up. The 
search for identity and the necessity of 
playing a role in the music biz run 
through “Comforting Lie,” “Magic’s in 
the Makeup,” and “Artificial Sweetener” 
(“I’m guilty of leasing myself out.../I’m 
showing off the worst in me”).
“Ex-Girlfriend,” the first song on the 
album, deftly switches tones several 
times, a testament to good arranging and 
production. Stefani goes from bitter-yet- 
controlled spite into crazy rock on the 
chorus, which immediately jumps into a 
softer, almost wistful end. Immediately 
following this is the rhythmic, guitar­
heavy “Simple Kind of Life,” which 
shows no hint of the band’s Ska roots. 
“Bathwater” is discordantly upbeat and 
light. “Magic’s in the Makeup” and 
“Marry Me” slow things down, but not 
for long. “New” was released on the Go 
soundtrack, so it may sound familiar. It’s 
as maniacally paced as “Ex-Girlfriend,” 
and serves as a good transition track 
between Tragic Kingdom and Return of 
Saturn.
Stefani actually sings on “Too Late,” 
and acquits herself admirably enough, 
realizing that “I don’t think it can fade/ 
It’s too real now” and she’s hopelessly 
in love. I call it “Ode to Gavin.” Shifting 
from restrained vocals to a building 
crescendo the crashes in “Hold it, hold 
it all in/Let it build up/...Build a bomb/ 
...Clear it all out/Just end it,” 
“Comforting Lie” is a good Angry 
Song—a must on any album. “Dark 
Blue” is a quietly powerful number that 
ends Return of Saturn on a good note 
(no pun intended). But listen for the 
hidden track a few minutes in.
The thing that’s nice about this 
album is that it’s not strictly a 
showcase for Stefani. The band 
contributes just as much as her writing 
and singing do. The result is a 
vigorously played and well-crafted 
foray into some unfamiliar territory 
that works well. Stefani is known for 
having a distinctive voice instead of a 
good voice, with her hyper, cartoonish 
cooing and vocal acrobatics making 
up for her lack of professional 
training. However, it’s a little toned 
down on this album and lets you 
appreciate all the elements of the 
songs, instead of being in your face. 
Ska has given way to some more punk, 
some more rock, some more new- 
wave. The way the album can make 
you want to jump up and down in 
place and just completely let go (the 
kind of dancing you would be 
embarrassed to be seen doing) one 
minute and sit down and quietly 
contemplate the next showcases the 
variety No Doubt lacked in the past.
Of course there are some songs, like 
“Staring Problem,” that sound like 
everything is on fast-forward and leave 
your head spinning, hearkening back to 
the style of “Just a Girl.” There are some 
with a serious Ska flavor. If that’s not 
your thing, skip them. I probably will. 
But there is some stuff worth listening 
to on this album, and it is definitely an 
improvement over Tragic Kingdom. No 
Doubt fans won’t be disappointed, and 
it may even win over a few more. The 
five years between album releases have 
been kind to the band.
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Common 
Revolution
by Pete Squire ’01
Contributing Writer
A Revolution has taken place, but 
you can’t see it. Like Gil Scott-Heron 
said in 1974, “The Revolution will not 
be televised.” The Revolution I speak 
of isn’t one concerning abortion, gun 
control, sexual emancipation, freedom of 
speech, or any other reactionary issue 
that polarizes the thoughts of friends. 
Unlike those, this Revolution is new and
Common
Like Water For Chocolate
MCA Records
fresh. The Revolution I speak of isn’t 
predicated in a pamphlet, the 5-o’clock 
news, or any propagandistic text; you 
can’t read about it as an outsider. 
However, you can hear this Revolution. 
And once you hear and understand it, 
you can’t help but be a part of it. .. .
Thankfully, this Revolution has 
come.. .finally.
Enter Common, twenty-seven year 
old socio-philosopher, musician, emcee, 
and most importantly, speaker of real 
words. Common? Emcee? OK, OK, 
I’ll make this easier for the hypnotized 
pop music ears—Common is a rapper 
and no, he will not be seen performing 
on Regis and Kathy Lee after Ricky 
Martin shakes his “bon bon.” Common, 
not the average rapper as his name might 
suggest, is the instrument of this 
Revolution, the Musical Revolution.
The Revolution is bottled up and 
distributed in Common’s latest album, 
Like Water For Chocolate, which brings 
me to the reason I write this—simply to 
review the album. My thoughts: It’s 
revolutionary, inspiring, classic, 
Common, a breath of fresh air. Who 
would have thought that one CD could 
pop the current musical balloon that has 
been blocking the breath and voice of 
our youth? Like Water For Chocolate is 
the resuscitating breath to a suffocating 
Hip-Hop culture.
Like Water For Chocolate is 
musically analogous to Jesus curing the 
blind. Of recent years, a trend has taken 
strong hold in the rap business: 
uncreative “artists” copying the style of 
other uncreative “artists.” This process 
has resulted in a stale cycle of music 
production that has begun to destroy 
Hip-Hop from within. But any further 
portrayals of Hip-Hop as an 
unintelligible art stop here. The talk of 
“ice” and money, or as I like to call it, 
the “Puffy Syndrome,” meets the 
beginning of its end. Common isn’t 
cultivating this “syndrome.” On Like 
Water For Chocolate, he pushes rap to 
its borders, dissecting the industry, 
sharing feelings, and paying homage to 
artists of old like James Brown. As he 
says in The 6'h Sense, he wishes “to 
innovate and stimulate minds/Travel the 
world and penetrate the times/Escape 
through rhythms in search of peace and 
wisdom.”
The extraordinary Common: The refreshingly unassuming, positive rapper, 
emcee and philosopher has started a hip-hop revolution with his latest 
album Like Water for Chocolate.
The production on the album, much 
like any other revolutionary cause, is 
fresh and ear opening. The sound is 
organic and musical. A big step outside 
of the humdrum, synthesized sound that 
supports much of Hip-Hop music. The 
Executive Producer, ?uestlove from the 
Roots, does a super job of blending the 
album so it unfolds like a blossoming 
flower rather than a Quentin Tarantino 
film. On a more individual, level, song 
production is shared between Jay-Dee, 
DJ Premier, and the Soulquarians 
(D’Angelo, James Poyser, Jay-Dee, and 
?uestlove).
Like Water For Chocolate represents 
change in songs such as Funky For You, 
Time Travelin ’, The Light, The 6,h Sense, 
Dooinit, and A Song ForAssata. The 6'h 
Sense, DJ Premier’s contribution, is a 
powerful composition of reflection, 
reformation, and revolution in which 
Common says, “If revolution was a 
movie, I’d be theme music.” He further 
reflects on the greedy, business side of 
rap when he proclaims, “I’m the truth 
across the table from corporate lies.” In 
The Light, he addresses relationships and 
their societal misconceptions and even 
encourages abstinence over expected 
sex, “Few understand the union of 
woman and man/And sex and a tingle is 
where they assume that it land.” This is 
what separates Common from other 
rappers who are industry casualties. He 
keeps it real. He doesn’t get caught up 
in any simple, fashionable mode just 
because it’ll sell. He articulates reality 
through the abstract medium of his 
words and metaphors. His lyrics are 
multi-dimensional, exploring every level 
of cognition. There is a significance to 
his words that, despite being heard, 
might not be absorbed by the commercial 
listener.
All in all, Like Water For Chocolate 
is the culmination of 27 years of maturity 
in both Common’s life and hip-hop’s 
culture. It is a tribute to Hip-Hop as an 
art, expression, and level of education. 
The focus of the album isn’t on violence, 
sex, and platinum watches; Common 
isn’t interested in “where his dogs are 
at,” “making people say Uhh,” or 
“stealing your woman.” In contrast, he 
is interested in expressing himself: his 
feelings, his views, his humor, and 
reality. Like Water For Chocolate is an 
individual entity that represents a 
Revolutionary movement. Listening to 
the album will transform your entire 
view of Common, the artist, and of Hip- 
Hop Culture. You will see past the 
commercialized part of the culture that 
is forced down your throat on TV and 
radio, and be introduced to a more real, 
intellectual, musical, and more 
“Common” side of the art. “Cop that!” 
You’ve just been Hip(hop)notized.
April 27,1999 Features The Cowl 21
Blind Raje:
One Senior’* S6ocfcin^ Revelation* 
afroat the Blind bate Ball
The Ride
by Marcus Dowling ’00
Guest Features Writer
Every so often, something happens 
to me that causes me to reflect on just 
how much my life, and this campus have 
changed since I have been here. One 
such event happened two weeks ago. I 
was shocked and appalled by my 
findings, and have written a report of 
the event and solutions.
Three years ago, on April 18, 1997, 
I got dressed in my finest wares, polished 
my best looking pair of shoes, and went 
to the Dore/McDermott Blind Date Ball. 
A fun time was had by all at this event, 
as young freshman and sophomore 
students danced the night away in the 
Biltmore Ballroom. April 14,2000,1 got 
dressed in the exact same outfit, polished 
a different pair of my best looking shoes, 
and went to the Aquinas/Raymond/ 
Fennell/McDermott Blind Date Ball. 
Students ranging in class from freshman 
to senior danced the night away at the 
(insert name here...unsure) Country 
Club.
Everything else about the evening 
delineated two things in my mind. 
Bathrooms are useful places, and jeez, 
am I becoming an old man! I am a senior 
here at Providence College, and as I have 
grown older in my college career I 
believe that I have grown wiser about 
making intelligent decisions. 
Furthermore as a senior, I have become 
tied to tradition, a bastion of “old school” 
ideals boldly standing in the face of my 
“new school” peers. For instance, the 
blind date ball was always a BLIND 
DATE affair. However, this year, 
numerous individuals came in with their 
boyfriends and girlfriends, and other 
individuals came in far too relaxed and 
well adjusted to their dates to make them 
seem as though they were anything but 
blind! Coming with a significant other 
to a formal event is perfectly acceptable. 
But, when every second couple walks in 
to the event giggling and laughing like 
old friends, I see a problem. The blind 
date should be kept to a complete 
unknown, or someone who the 
individual has a passing, not in-depth 
knowledge of.
Onto the bathrooms! The drinking 
of alcohol is a staple at Providence 
College events. Yes, even the almighty 
Blind Date Ball succumbs to the will of 
underage alcoholics. I excused myself 
from my chair to visit the men’s room 
(yes...a detail no one wanted to 
know...you’ll just have to deal with it if 
you want to finish) and I found two 
gentlemen giggling nervously in a 
bathroom stall. I inquisitively on the 
floor and saw that the youths had poured 
Jack Daniel’s Whiskey into their glasses 
of soda, and that the soda had 
overflowed. I laughed, and then looked 
into a comer of the bathroom and saw 
ten empty alcohol bottles ranging from 
Absolut Citron to Bacardi Limon to 
ZHENKA VODKA!
As the self-appointed purveyor of all 
things “old school,” I was mortified. 
Back in my day, drinks were filled under 
the table, where no one would see what 
you were doing. Going to the bathroom 
was a purely bush-league tactic. First 
of all, someone would catch you, and 
second, any fool would tell you that you 
put the alcohol in first to ensure against 
overflow! And finally, at an affair as 
classy as the BDB, carrying in a plastic 
bottle of the paint thinner otherwise 
known as Zhenka is just uncalled for. 
Absolut yes, Zhenka, no!
Now that we have touched on the 
drinking, let’s touch on that favorite 
pastime of us all, dancing. The BDB is, 
after all, a ball, so dancing is expected. 
However, I found, upon hitting the dance 
floor that I was at a place eerily 
reminiscent of a bad night last year at 
the Prime Time Cafe. Yes, the drinking 
did cause much of this behavior, but even 
in a haze of alcohol one can find a shred 
of common sense. Remember, the name 
of the event is the Blind Date Ball. Our 
loveable, cute blind dates found 
themselves in the middle of the dance 
floor gyrating wildly, twisting lewdly, 
and in the words of my lovely friend JEZ 
(names hidden to protect the innocent), 
leaving no room for the “Holy Spirit.” 
As your friend, “Mr. Old School,” I must 
say that such behavior is, again, bush 
league. Ladies, ball gowns and high 
heels do not equate to black pants and 
platform boots. Fellas, suit and tie do 
not equate with tattered, plastered to 
skull Oregon State University hat 
(yeah...and you really thought that I 
would lower myself to mentioning their 
mascot in this article...remember...old 
school does mean classy), plaid 
Abercrombie shirt and cargo pants. 
Keep the grinding to the bars. They are 
meant for that.
So... what did I find acceptable about 
the event? Individuals dressed for the 
ball with some interesting twists. A big 
shout out for all of the bow ties, fish ties, 
80s sunglasses, and a phat suede suit 
from “Mr. Old School,” as even in my 
need for normal social conventions can 
find a little room for creative senses of 
fashion. A big shot out also is headed 
out to the chefs at the event, as the 
vegetable soup and penne pasta portions 
of dinner were particularly enjoyable 
(Old school does also mean following 
church laws <but having the fortitude to 
challenge some things>). Finally, MM 
(names hidden to protect the innocent). 
As a date, she was classy, sassy, witty 
and stunning, making the evening truly 
memorable.
I am leaving here in less than a month. 
There are still many BDBs left to be 
promoted by the college, and there are 
still many individuals who have not had 
the pleasure of attending. A note to all, 
regarding the BDB: Use common sense, 
a sense of style, and a sense of decency 
to enjoy your experience. To quote The 
Artist Formerly Known as Prince from 
his hit “Kiss,” “act your age, not your 
shoe size.” Take this, and remember to 
cherish your college years for they truly 
can be, with the right choices, a 
memorable, and best four years of your 
lives.
by Thomas Scalzo ’00
Features Staff
I was riding on a bus from Albany to 
Providence yesterday. It was cloudy and 
dark, but every once in a while the clouds 
shifted and a thin beam of sun rushed 
into the bus. The windows were 
illuminated and turned into mirrors. The 
people who were sitting next to the 
window started when they saw their own 
faces reflected in the glass.
In the seat in front of me there was a 
young girl, probably in her early 
twenties. She was listening to music on 
headphones. Whenever the sunlight 
burst into the dark bus she would stare 
at her reflection in the window touching 
her nose and her cheek as if to make sure 
they were real. She fixed her hair and 
her make-up and then smiled. She 
watched herself swaying to the music 
pouring into her head. She leaned close 
to the window and watched herself 
silently singing the words to the song in 
her ears. Maybe she was imagining 
herself out in front of an audience, her 
powerful voice shattering the silence of 
the room.
Each time the sun shifted out from 
behind the clouds, she would turn to face 
herself in the glass, a big smile on her 
face. Maybe she liked watching herself 
sing, or maybe she liked being able to 
watch herself as a different person. 
Maybe she liked thinking of herself as a 
famous singer. Maybe she liked thinking 
of herself as someone else, somewhere 
else and not just as another person on a 
bus to Providence.
There was an old man in the seat 
behind me. He had an oxygen tank 
resting heavily in the aisle beside him. 
He had plastic tubes running into his 
nostrils so that he could breathe. His face 
was wrinkled and his hair was a dull 
gray. He coughed constantly and his 
wife would ritualistically pat him on the 
back and rub his hands. The old man 
didn’t seem to notice the sun or the 
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reflection he and his wife made in the 
window. He didn’t have any headphones 
on or any music to listen to. He didn’t 
look out the window. He didn’t read 
anything or talk to his wife. He didn’t 
do anything except stare at the back of 
the seat in front of him, probably 
counting the minutes until he got to 
Springfield, to Providence, to his house, 
to his bed, to his grave.
Maybe he was just sick of it all, sick 
of breathing through tubes, sick of 
coughing all the time. Maybe he didn’t 
want to watch himself in the window 
because he didn’t care about himself 
anymore. Maybe he was just tired and 
didn’t want to be on the journey 
anymore. Maybe he’d had enough of 
life and wanted it to end.
Across the aisle from me was a young 
girl, about seven or eight. She sat in her 
seat, short legs swinging above the 
ground as she stared out the window. 
Sometimes she would shield her eyes 
when the sun burst through the clouds 
but she never took her eyes away from 
the rushing scene outside the window. 
As this girl stared out the window, she 
started singing. She wasn’t listening to 
music. She wasn’t looking at her 
reflection in the window. I watched her 
singing and looking out the window and 
I knew she wasn’t imagining herself as 
a famous singer someplace far away 
from the bus. I knew she wasn’t hoping 
that the trip was over. I knew she wasn’t 
wishing she that she could be somewhere 
else. She was just singing to sing.
It was a quiet song and it sounded sad. 
Maybe her mother had sung it to her and 
maybe she didn’t even know what she 
was singing. Maybe the girl didn’t even 
know that she was singing out loud. But 
as I listened to the girl I noticed that 
people began to turn their heads to see 
who was singing. When they saw that it 
was the little girl, they watched her for a 
minute and smiled. I looked around at 
the people on the bus listening to the girl 
and, for a moment, before they turned 
away, back to their unhappy lives, back 
to anxiously awaiting the end of the trip, 
it looked like they were actually enjoying 
the ride.
Proud supporter of the 
Take Back the Night 
Rally
We all know that you can't get 
enough of features....
Find your favorite articles at 
www.jwvidence.edu/thecowl
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Last Call
by Colleen Lee ’00
Features Staff
It is last call. The lights suddenly 
flicker on, much to the dismay of the bar 
occupants. For the first time we see 
against what and with whom we have 
been rubbing elbows all night. We 
glimpse the sweat stains adorned with 
smiles. We inhale the ubiquitous odor 
of beer mixed with the perfume of a 
woman nearby. We detect the inaudible 
grunts of a drunk across the room 
beneath the cheerful goodbyes of old 
friends.
My time at Providence College has 
reached its last call. The floodlights 
snapped on for me to view my education. 
And it is remarkable how well rounded 
it is! Counting the good stacked in with 
the bad, I have probably gained more 
knowledge outside the classroom than 
inside. But each moment has been well 
worth it.
Firstly, if my sheltered life here is any 
indication of the real world, I know that, 
as a woman, I face an uphill battle. It all 
began in Western Civ, when the only 
woman deemed worth studying in two 
years was Doris Lessing. Then, in my 
junior year, a high-ranking official at the 
college informed the community that 
Title IX (a Civil Rights amendment for 
equal opportunity for women in the 
classroom and the playing field) exists 
as a dastardly law. Perhaps the manner 
in which we reached compliance was 
dastardly, and not the intent of the law 
itself. And finally, after almost four years 
here, I have witnessed the statistics 
regarding sexual assault on campus 
remain stagnant. It is terrifying how 
many people truly believe that no sexual 
assault has occurred at Providence
College-ever.
Considering my love of books, my 
next lesson possesses tinges of irony at 
an institution of higher education. I have 
learned that dealing with real, living, 
breathing human beings is so much more 
important than dealing with books. The 
answers to life’s toughest questions are 
not written down, they dwell within our 
hearts. But if we are too busy reading 
and studying, we might miss the signs.
Thirdly, at a time when people are 
inundated with job interviews and 
appearance seems to be everything, I 
have realized that clothing is a superficial 
indicator of character, success, etc. 
White robes do not necessarily imply 
that someone is out of touch with your 
lifestyle, yet they are not always 
synonymous with compassion. 
Furthermore, labels are not indicative of 
success. What appears put together on 
the outside does not mean organization 
on the inside.
Finally, I have learned that I have 
accumulated no skills, except maybe an 
average ability to write, to prepare me 
for the 21s1 century world. I am, 
however, beginning to figure out who I 
am, formulate my own opinions, and not 
just accept what is spoon fed to me. That 
knowledge remains much more potent 
than any PowerPoint presentation.
After these four, sometimes zippy, 
quick and sometimes agonizingly long, 
years at PC, I have built some amazing 
relationships. I have gained friends I 
surely do not deserve, but whom I will 
love whether they be in California, 
Seattle, New York, Boston, or in 
Providence. Without them, my 
education would have been mediocre at 
best.
Providence College education: 
approximately $100,000






Uncle Walter, 96, a top-nine advice columnist, died Sunday at his home in 
Providence, RI. He is survived by his wife Aunt Esther and sons, “Surly” Ralph 
and Floyd “The Curmudgeon,” all of Providence.
Uncle Walter spent the majority of his life sitting on his porch and criticizing 
the young people as they passed by until his short-lived but influential career at 
The Cowl began in September of 1999. Visionary Features Editor, Jeremy Bolt, 
hired Uncle Walter, bringing everyone’s favorite relative into the public eye. 
Whether ruminating on the weather, the college, or the state of squirrels on 
campus, Uncle Walter tackled the big issues each and every week. Countless 
numbers of students contacted The Cowl office throughout the year to praise 
Uncle Walter’s sardonic wit and life-changing message.
The funeral and burial will be private. Any tokens of love and remembrance 
can be sent to The Cowl office.
“Thank you for all you’ve done. We love you. You will be missed.” 
-Matt, Kyle, Jay, Tom and the rest o/The Cowl staff
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Funked A Solution to America's Favorite Problem
by Tiffany Green ’01
Features Staff
Today was one of those days. I woke 
up extra early to review my PowerPoint 
presentation that I spent a ridiculous 
amount of time on before class. Fun 
times. In order to look presentable, I was 
forced to iron my only pair of “clean” (I 
will define clean as “college clean” for 
as we all know what we college students 
deem as clean would not exactly hold 
up in the real world) pants.
I ironed with grace and magnificence. 
I was as tender and loving with my pants 
as a mother would be with her firstborn 
baby. And what were the results of this 
delicateness? Not what you think, my 
dears. No. I now own a pair of navy blue 
pants with a huge iron mark on my right 
leg. I am the ultimate fashion statement. 
To make things worse, they were my 
newest pair, of course. Life is beautiful, 
all roses and daffodils. So, anywho, I 
decide that maybe they don’t look that 
bad, and wear them with a T-shirt for my 
presentation. Very classy.
I spent all of Easter break working 
on this presentation. I took fifteen 
painstaking pages of notes on my 
presentation, which I re-wrote and added 
on to. Then I converted it into a power 
point presentation. I thought I had it 
down cold. I thought that after I spoke 
my words of wisdom, I would be revered 
as the smartest woman ever to grace 
Providence College’s English 
department, and the class would laugh 
and cry tears of joy because their savior 
Tiffany Green had come to rescue them. 
But, as usual, whenever I have a noble 
work ethic and actually invest time and 
effort into something, it barfs in my face. 
Good times.
My 38-slide power point presentation 
was unreadable. I guess that’s what 
happens when you try to captivate your 
audience with something “creative” like 
a blue background with black type. My 
teacher, like my squinting classmates 
was thoroughly impressed. Cool. I took
Quote of the Week
I say/ a werewolf wifb a Chinese 
Meno in his hand”
-Warren Zevon




The Center for Behavioral 
and Preventative Medicine at 
the Miriam Hospital, a 
Lifespan partner, is conduct­
ing FREE research studies to 
learn more about why people 
smoke.
Your participation would 
require two one hour visits 
to the Miriam Hospital over 
a one month period.
You will be compensated 
$50.00 for your time and 
effort.
If you are a cigarette smoker 
over the age of 18 and are 
interested in learning more 
about the studies, 
Please call: 401-793-7985
| Paid Advertisement | 
too much time, as usual, on the “details” 
of my presentation which “lacked an 
overall focus,” due to the fact that I 
skipped over pages of my presentation 
just trying to finish- which I didn’t get 
to. My slides didn’t coordinate with what 
I was saying because I was rushing, so 
if my classmates read my presentation 
(which was virtually impossible) it had 
nothing to do with what I was saying. 
Every time I looked at my teacher, she 
gave me the great hand roll “let’s wrap 
this up” motion. I just stuttered and 
struggled to find the points that had 
seemed so clear to me when I wrote 
them. If you guys think my writing is 
muddled and confusing, you should hear 
me speak. By the time I get to the point 
of my conversation, I forget what I am 
talking about. Alzheimers at twenty is a 
freaking blast.
I do thank God that I had my notes in 
front of me, because it kept me from 
saying what was running through my 
head the entire time, which were a 
variety of swears and expletives in no 
particular pattern or form.
After the presentation, I went to my 
law class where I had an open note quiz, 
which I didn’t study for because I spent 
my study time on my successful power 
point presentation. I was all set anyway, 
because we all know that I am highly 
intelligent and don’t need to study for 
open note quizzes, even though I failed 
the last one because I FORGOT MY 
NOTEBOOK, and spent the first half of 
quiz time running to Davis hall to get it 
and the second half in recovery from 
running up to the fourth floor of Harkins. 
As an aside, I do not look particularly 
attractive when I run. My run isn’t even 
technically considered a run, it’s more 
like a “jog/limp/that was good enough I 
can walk now” kind of thing. Full of 
grace, as always. I should have been a 
ballerina. Or, considering how well my 
presentation went, maybe I will go to 
graduate school and become an English 
professor.
The only thing I am now is one big 
swear word, close to the word funked. 
Yeah, my parents are really proud.
by Pat Ferrucci ’01
Features Staff
I know what everyone is thinking, not 
another article about Elian Gonzalez! 
Well this is the article to end all articles. 
I, Pat Ferrucci, was sitting on my couch 
watching A-Team reruns and the solution 
to the problem came to me. Since 
everyone seems to have an opinion on 
whether Elian should stay and live with 
his Miami relatives or his father, I want 
to present a new option. Let me start by 
proving that the other options are not 
viable.
Let’s start with good old Fidel. Who 
wouldn’t want to leave his country? I 
mean the guy looks like Santa Claus in 
fatigues. He’s a pretty scary sight not to 
mention a dictator. If there is one thing 
I learned from Western Civ it’s that 
dictators are bad news. Fidel wants the 
kid back in Cuba but I just don’t think 
he’s given any good reason. He bought 
the father and Elian a new house. That 
was kind of nice. I was wondering if I 
got on a boat and sailed to Cuba if 
anyone would even care, much less, buy 
me a new house. Going back to Cuba 
infers that Elian would be with his father. 
Is that such a good idea? I mean Elian 
got to the USA last Thanksgiving and 
his father didn’t come here until early 
April. I know he verbally protested from 
Cuba but I’ve got to think that your son 
is important enough to come over 
quickly. The first time that INS officials 
spoke with the father, Elian was at 
Disney World. Does anyone think that 
Elian was thinking about Cuba while 
riding Space Mountain? Actually he 
might be too short to ride Space 
Mountain but nobody can deny that 
Disney World is the happiest place on 
Earth and Elian must wish he could 
spend all his time there. Maybe if Elian 
and his father lived together in the Swiss 
Family Robinson House in Disney 
World that could work.
Now it seems everyone in Miami 
wants Elian to live with the Miami 
relatives. This includes the Florida 
Marlins and the rest of Major League 
Baseball since more than twenty players 
and coaches sat out Tuesday’s games in 
protest of Elian’s removal from his 
relatives’ house. From all reports it 
seems like Elian himself wants to stay 
with his relatives. If you can’t trust a 
six-year-old’s judgment then whose can 
vou? I know if mv parents had let me 
make all my decisions since I was five I 
would be a much better person right now. 
Who wouldn’t rather stay with their 
crazy second cousin than their father? I 
mean his cousin is great. My favorite 
quote I heard from her was the one about 
Elian changing since he got to the United 
States and then she pointed to his head 
and showed everyone that he even had a 
new haircut. I know that when I get my 
haircut my friends don’t even recognize 
me because I’ve changed so much. 
Recently it took my roommates two 
weeks to realize I was still living with 
them and it wasn’t a stranger. Besides 
his second cousin we’ve got the two 
uncles. They seem like the most 
responsible people, huh? They’ve got 
something like twenty-eight DUIs 
between them. How many do we allow 
before we take licenses away? I hope 
they didn’t drive Elian to school. If they 
did we’re lucky that Elian is still alive 
to even argue about him. No doubt that 
this seems like a really good place for 
Elian to stay. At least when he turned 
sixteen he would have some really great 
driving instructors.
I also have to wonder about the siege. 
If anybody is like me they laughed 
hysterically at the picture of Elian in fear 
up against the closet being held at 
bazooka point. I mean it was so sick it 
was damn funny. Was all that really 
necessary? I just don’t understand what 
the US was thinking. They obviously 
just wanted to scare the Miami relatives 
and make sure they got Elian. I have a 
good idea of how they could have done 
that. I don’t know why they just didn’t 
send Janet Reno in there by herself. I 
know if she walked into my bedroom it 
would scare me a hell of a lot more than 
a bunch of federal agents with big guns 
would! This just seems so obvious to 
me.
So now we, as United States citizens, 
have a duty to cast our opinion on the 
subject and tell it to anyone who will 
listen. It seems that maybe it is our 
responsibility to wear shirts and post 
fliers that convey our opinions. I just 
want to leave everyone with one more 
option before they are quick to form 
opinions. I live in an apartment with four 
beds but only three of us live there. My 
suggestion is that Elian comes to live 
with my roommates and I. I am sure they 
won’t care. It’ll be a great apartment 
with Pat F., Pat C., Pat A., and Elian G. 
Just the four of us. We would have so 
much fun. So if any INS officials are 
reading this, just send Elian to room 108 
Davis Hall. We’ll be waiting.
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Radio Head
Think you know music? Think you know enough to guess these 17 lyrics?? 
Well you should... because this is the easy quiz. A more difficult quiz will be 
printed next week (next to the answers to this week’s quiz... like you needed 
them.)
1) “1 feel like a newborn. And I feel like a newborn”
2) “Please turn me on I’m Mr. Coffee with that automatic drip”
3) “Every dog has its day every day has its way of being forgotten”
4) “Here is my confession, may I be your possession”
5) “I’ll be over at ten you tell me and again but you’re late”
6) “You like to dance on the hip-hop spots And you cruise to the crews like 
connect the dots”
7) “I confess that I watch your mouth move baby when we’re speaking. Study 
your body when you walk out of a room”.
8) “Cause you know we’re hanging tough”
9) “Cause in my heart there was a picture of us holding hands, making plans, 
and it’s lucky for me you understand”
10) “Why can’t we not be sober? Just want to start things over”
11) “Cooking MC’s like a pound of bacon. Bumin’ 'em if you ain’t quick and 
nimble”
12) “Everywhere you turn there are vultures and thieves at your back”
13) “Just hit me with the truth, girl you’re more than welcome to. Give me one 
good reason, baby come on....”
14) “She’s into superstition, black cats and voodoo dolls. I’ve got a 
premonition, that girl’s gonna make me fall”
15) “Now John at the bar is a friend of mine he gives me my drinks for free”
16) “You can buy your hair if it won’t grow you can fix your nose if he says so”
17) “Love can touch us one time and last for a lifetime”
YES these were easy. But just you wait til next week....
Proposal To My
Professors
by Matthew Farley ’00
Features Staff
Dear Professors,
I have been a fairly good student since freshman year. I always come to class 
on time, and I always raise my hand and volunteer answers and stuff like that. I 
always pass my papers in on time, and I usually write as many pages as are 
required in the assignment. I usually come to class looking and smelling 
presentable. I always sit in the same exact seat that I sat in on the first class of 
the semester, which seems to be some kind of unwritten rule at PC. I always 
take notes or at least pretend to take notes. Also, I always laugh at the jokes 
that you guys say in class, even when I don’t think they’re all that funny 
(which, incidentally, happens to be most of the time).
In return for all of the devotion that I have paid you learned men and women 
over the past seven semesters, I ask only one thing. What I’m asking is that 
you exempt me from the rest of the assignments for this semester. Also, I am 
asking that you still give me the B+ that I have received from just about 
everyone of you in the previous seven semesters. I was usually not good 
enough for an A and hardly ever bad enough to get lower than B.
You see, even if I did all of the rest of the assignments for class and took all the 
tests, I’d certainly end up getting a B or B+ on all of them. So, why don’t we 
avoid the middleman and just give me the grade? What do you think? I think 
it’s a foolproof plan. And rest assured, I intend to continue attending classes 
until the very end (I know how much you love my presence in your classes), 
but I simply won’t pass in any assignments or take any tests.
If you have any questions or comments regarding this proposal, feel free to call 
me at ext. 3947.1 am a lonely man and would love your phone calls.
MATTHEW FARLEY
P.S. If you are not willing to accept this offer than I may have to start 
becoming extremely disruptive in class, possibly even leading the rest of the 
students in some kind of rebellion that will make learning impossible. If you 
are as devoted to learning as I am, then you will just give me the B+, and we’ll 
all be happy.
People's Choice
by Shayna Ross ’00
Guest Features Writer
When I was growing up, my grandfa­
ther, a Providence, Rhode Island native, 
fondly referred to Providence College as 
“People’s Choice.” I would always sit 
back and wonder what he was talking 
about. I was young. I didn’t know any­
thing about colleges let alone PC. At that 
point, I really didn’t care. Now, not only 
do I care, I know what he was talking 
about when he said “people’s choice.”
As I was driving around campus last 
Friday night a wave of emotion swept 
over me unlike any other I have experi­
enced here before. Memories of good 
times had by all, and experiences that will 
last a lifetime came rushing back. (I ob­
viously hadn’t had a good reminiscing 
session in quite a while). The streets were 
lined with my fellow PC students, pre­
sumably all younger than I, walking to 
the bars, stumbling home from the bars, 
treking to off campus parties, or, the 
smart kids, waiting for the shuttle. Ev­
ery face I happened to stare into didn’t 
have a care in the world. They subcon­
sciously knew that there would be hun­
dreds more nights like these at PC. Ev­
ery single one of them was taking their 
PC existence for granted right before my 
teary eyes. I wanted to take each one of 
them by the neck, slap them and say 
“This doesn’t last. Appreciate this night.” 
But I didn’t and I kept driving towards 
my humble, but adorable dwelling on 
Pembroke where my two roomates, who 
I love more than life, sat waiting for my 
return.
When people say that college is the 
best four years of your life they couldn’t 
be more right. When people say to en­
joy it because it goes by even faster, they 
are more right. I blinked and now I only 
have six weeks left.
I have had the distinct honor being a 
part of the Providence College commu­
nity. Not only have I had the opportu­
nity to participate as a varsity athlete, 
various intramural athletics, the Friars
Club, three student-run musicals (which 
could arguably be some of the three best 
experiences of my life), and two ridicu­
lously amazing internships in radio and 
TV round off the list. Although I deem 
these experiences significant to my time 
here, nothing compares to what I con­
sider to be the most important. I had a 
chance to have all of you amazing 
people at PC be a part of my life. I 
firmly believe in the person I have be­
come as a result of all of these things, 
but especially because of all of you.
I have not just listed all of these ac­
tivities to tell you how much I have done 
here, but rather to inspire you all to get 
out and do the same. Get out and meet 
as many people as possible, not only 
your friends and people with the same 
interests as you. Join clubs, try some­
thing you’ve never tried before, say 
hello to someone you’ve never seen. I’m 
not trying to preach to you. I just want 
you all to squeeze the most out of this 
place and have a wonderful experience 
here like I did. Take advantage of your 
time at PC, but do not take it for granted. 
Unless it is a Saturday or Sunday morn­
ing and you are pooped from the wild 
night before, have fun. Even if you are 
majorly stressed for an exam find some­
thing to laugh about. Life is too short 
people. It’s called perspective. Get 
some. It’s one exam.
I couldn’t be more glad that PC- 
’’people’s choice” was my choice. I love 
this place because of the environment 
of people, professors, and opportunities 
that surrounded me. I have made best 
friends, friends, and family here, all 
people I love with all of my heart. I 
now have a strong sense of responsibil­
ity and independence that I did not know 
I had. This place brought out the best 
in me, and at few times the worst. I look 
back and have no regrets. Step back 
once in a while and think about your life 
at PC. Take a walk through the quad on 
a warm spring Friday. Roll around on 
the fenced off green grass. Drive by 
Harkins lit up at night. Return to your 
dorm full of welcoming friends and 
think “Are you glad “people’s choice” 
was your choice? I am!
he Other Quote of the Week:
Out here in the fields 1 fight for my meals, 
rve^got my hack into my living.
- Pete Townshend






Ourn the Other Okeeh Whirlwind
by Maria Monaco ’02
Features Staff
by Laura Room ’01
Features Staff
by Amanda Symmes ’00
'9
Features Staff
Turn the other cheek 
Not as easy at it seems 
Anger stands 
Strong 
Refusing to give up its position 
And you question yourself 
Forgiveness sticks its head out 
Meekly 
Wanting to show you its better qualities 
And you question those around you 
Your mind spinning with confusion 
Anger tells you to retaliate 
To hide your weakness 
And you question society 
Forgiveness speaks softly and gently 
Aware of what you go through
He whispers in your ear that he will end the pain •
And you question life •
In the end the choice remains yours •
Then you remember that anger is the one that started the problem , 
You know that adding anger to anger will only feed 
The fire
Not remove it
Still the other cheek refuses to turn 
Aware of its brother’s pain
Shake a shake a shake 
A shake a shake a 
Sound the maracas. 
The bass keeps its same repeat. 
The drums seek 
A staccato beat.
The sax attacks/ a blue note trail/ 
Like a snake’s tail/ through tall grass. 
Men also hunger to eat 
Red lips, small feet the 
Smell of sweat is sour and sweet 
Breathe. Blow that horn! 
Falling down a scaletai form 
It picks up dusts off a proper 
Song. See if you can dance along 
Until the melody fades 
Into the night bush away. 
Shake a shake a shake a say 
The maracas in their ending play.
( Only cigarette smoke lingers.
•
• Tick! Tick! Tick! Each click is a slice of his life.
The long hand is the surgical knife. 
Each stroke is a squandered opportunity. 
The wristwatch is a work of human ingenuity. 
Reminding him of all the years that he carelessly lost, 
and how his hair now looks like winter frost 
Like everyday, he drinks espresso and eats two croissants, 
dreaming of being a painter during the Renaissance. 
Perhaps he could have painted the Sistine Chapel. 
Interrupted, he must now trade stocks for corporate Apple. 
Taken away from his heavenly brush in Rome, 







by Anthony Giattino ’03
Features Staff
The trigger
My mind is cranked back
Ready
And I have a pain
Consuming my brain
And
Guilt is a trenchcoat 
That only makes me 
Shiver
If pressure motivates, 
My barometer is 
Busted
My tattered robe 
Drags erratically along 
The gravel.
My bare feet bleed 
And crack
And I am Septimus
You, the good son- 
The bullets loaded 
In my groin
Sit, thick and prepared 
Trembling as I near 
My melting point and
The world explodes.
where's
by Jill Yablonski ’00
Features Staff
A few years ago while I was reading 
the letters to the editor page of an issue 
of Spin, that I had randomly bought 
because someone I thought was cool was 
on the cover, I read a letter written by a 
woman whose name I cannot remember, 
but whose impact I will never forget. (In 
fact, 1 lost the article and can’t for the 
life of me figure out where that issue 
went and which one it was.) She was 
responding to a previous issue’s article 
on Sonic Youth in which the reporter 
commented that Kim Gordon shouldn’t 
be playing bass guitar. Her reply, which 
has been engraved in my mind ever 
since, were these words: “A man’s only 
piece is his penis and most men will 
agree that women play that better 
anyway.” Hello feminism, I was a 
changed.
Continuing with the music theme 
I’ve got going, my friend’s brother once 
commented that he doesn’t like Tilt and 
won’t listen to them because of their 
female singer. Are you serious? I guess 
it’s just too hard for some people to 
assume that emotions and experiences 
can be universal regardless of gender. 
Still, if 1 were to do the reverse at that 
time, I would have been listening to PJ 
(Polly Jane to you) Harvey, some of the 
aforementioned Sonic Youth, and that 
one NOFX song where he sounds like a 
girl. But I guess it’s easier for me. My 
entire life I have been studying male 
authors and reading novels from the male 
point-of-view. Let’s not forget that most 
movies, television programs and 
advertisements are made from the 
prospective male eyes. I guess I’m lucky 
that I was forced to see, read, and 
understand ideas from all those male 
perspective or else I might not be able
4y Piece?
to relate to the boys I love to listen to 
today. I guess sexism comes in handy 
after all. (Now that was pretty good 
sarcasm if I must say so myself.) Now 
the best ending to this article would be 
to say that for the past six years or so 
I’ve been playing guitar and it changed 
my life etc... Well, I never learned to 
play. The only thing that changed was a 
new mantra I had running through my 
head, a constant reminder of what a 
smart woman is capable of and the ideas 
I’ve got to live my life against.
Things don’t end there. I get constant 
reminders of how women are often 
deemed as inferior and how easily it is 
to remind me of that. One night a friend 
and I were walking to the mall after 
parking at the train station, and we had 
to walk through a crowd of about eight 
young guys. I must admit it was a little 
uncomfortable and we stopped talking 
as we were surrounded, but as the last 
of them passed one of them grabbed/ 
slapped my butt. I know it happens all 
the time to lots of women, but that does 
not make it any less troubling- the 
incident just adds to the sickness it 
conjures in my stomach. It bothers me 
that they felt somehow justified in 
touching me, that to do so would be a 
sufficient violation. The fact that every 
man out there knows how to get to a 
woman is just disgusting. If the reverse 
situation were true it wouldn’t matter. I 
never would have thought to grab 
someone, maybe because I knew it 
wouldn’t affect him. The worst part of 
all of this was that I did nothing. I stood 
in a state of shock and let all these 
thoughts and emotions grow and fight 
about what my final attitude about this 
should be. Now I know people suffer 
fates much much worse, but I m just 
highlighting a few common, almost 
universal things. As much as tell 
myself a man’s only piece, a man s only 
piece. I still feel uncomfortable, and at 
times unsafe, in this world.
So...What Are You 
Doing Next Year?
by Liz Coleman ’00
Guest Features Writer
Um, your guess is as good as mine. 
Being a senior with only a few weeks 
until graduation is the most frightening 
and confusing thing that I have ever 
experienced. Well, that and bathing-suit 
shopping under the fluorescent lights of 
a dressing room in the middle of winter. 
Oh wait, I almost forgot. My skin is the 
same color year-round, whether it is 
February or August. Anyway, as Snoop 
would say, “Back to the lecture at hand.” 
Up until this point, I have been in 
complete denial of the fact that I am 
graduating and about to enter the real 
world. Maybe it’s because I spent last 
year abroad and, therefore, feel like there 
is another year to go at PC. Or maybe I 
thought that everything would magically 
fall into place. One day I would wake 
up to birds chirping a la Cinderella and 
an incredible job would suddenly appear. 
Naturally, it would be my dream job and 
I would be the perfect person for it. I 
could spend the rest of the year hanging 
out and absorbing all of the “this-is-the- 
last-time-I-will-get-to...’s” without 
worrying about what I am going to be 
doing at this time next year.
I am so envious of the people who 
have jobs lined up or at least a concrete 
plan for the future(i.e. summer). I can 
only imagine how good that must feel. 
Don’t get me wrong: I am so happy for 
you. What I envy is the peace of mind 
that comes with stability. I know, I know. 
Landing a job is not all sunshine and 
roses. But there is that Commencement/ 
JRW/BDB quality to the whole thing. 
When you don’t have a date, it seems 
like the end of the world. I could fill a 
resume with all of my wonderful 
experiences in this department. Your 
friends who have dates are the luckiest 
people in the PC universe and you would 
give anything to be walking around in 
their Steve Madden’s. Since it is no 
longer an issue for those who have dates, 
they cannot understand why you are 
desperately flipping through the look 
book or mentally going through the 
attendance lists for your classes in search 
of someone you didn’t think of earlier. 
You can afford to be laid-back when 
things are settled.
I change my mind about what I want 
to do at least three times a day. The daily 
revelations of a second semester senior 
are amazing. A typical day goes 
something like this: I have a great idea 
for a novel while washing my hair. I 
decide that working for an entertainment 
magazine would be the ideal job while I 
am using mental telepathy to beg the 
professor to let us out. While trying to 
fall asleep, I am convinced that I should 
check out broadcast journalism. With 
each new idea, I am sure that this is 
finally it. That is, until the next one 
comes along.
L. A. might be just the place for me. 
But can I handle all of the Peroxide 
Sally’s, tans of the tropics, and 
obsessive-compulsive healthiness? I 
don’t know. I mean, the closest I’ve ever 
gotten to a tan was wearing a white shirt 
in a room with a black-light. Besides, 
yesterday it was New York City. I really 
like Phoenix, too. Who knows what will 
happen? I still feel confused and 
unsettled, but I know that whatever 
happens will be what is meant to happen. 
At least, I hope so...










Come for free, and bring 
YOUR BEST FRIENDS, 




Friday, Apr. 28th 
4:30 - 9 pm
featuring: Samson, Black 47, 
l The Whole Tribe Sings J 
Ik rain location:
Peterson Center .^kI
<3 7th Annual =■ 
Christmas in Aprili■■
Saturday, Apr. 29th = 
8:30 am - 4:30 pm :■■
PC volunteers will be : 
working at six sites, located : 
around the city. If you : 
would like to participate, : 
please call the Community : 
Relations Office x2904. :
Latino Expo
Saturday, Apr. 29th 
6 - 9 pm 
Feinstein 4th Floor 
Function Room
FREE!!
Latino food, music, 
and dancing. 
Come one, come all!!
Slavin 217
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Friday, May 5th / 
8 - 11 pm /
Coffeehouse presents / 
Its final event of the / 
year, a barbeque
Featured groups will be 
musicians from the Jazz Studies 
course at PC, the John Knasas 
Quintet and the PC Jazz Band. 
FREE!!
The Office of Residence Life is pleased 
to announce the Resident Assistant
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We’re looking forward to working 
with, you next year!
BOP Channel 47
Movies for April Movies for Maw
Scent of a Woman Dead Poors Society
Thomas Crown Affair Cruel Intentions
Sixteen Candles - Patch Adams Swingers
Analyze This - Karate Kid Stand by Me
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Raining on my 
parade
by John Zilch Jr. ’01
Sports Editor
This past Saturday afternoon, my 
beloved Red Sox were replaced with a 
black and white flick that was the 
opposite of good. In fact, it would fail 
to fulfill the requirements of a B movie.
When I am older, 1 will withdraw the 
money I had invested in The Cowl and 
create my own awards ceremony 
honoring the most distinguished motion 
pictures in the Rain Delay collection.
The directors of these movies, who 
are currently institutionalized citizens of 
an Asylum, welcome rain delays with 
open arms. With crossed arms, I despise 
rain delays and dread the thought of a 
soggy field. What you have is a shuffled 
schedule, bored players, and a grounds 
crew who are forced to drop their 
sunflower seeds and work an hour.
Regardless, the biggest washout 
would take place in this week’s edition 
of my column due to the cancellation of 
my favorite source of choice, the Boston 
Red Sox. The BoSox passed the time 
by eating, playing cards,and/ or working 
out. Unable to find interest in that, I 
came down with the most severe case of 
writers block. Most of the disease can 
be blamed on my overconsumption of 
ideas that I had previously stored up. 
Perhaps I should have saved them for a 
rainy day. An old English teacher of 
mine once offered a cure to writer’s 
block.
It was called: free association.
Elian Gonzalez, more familiar with 
artillery guns than GI Joe, was successful 
in creating a stir in even the sports world. 
Due to his removal from his Florida 
home, players from the Major League 
Baseball missed games in protest to the 
actions of the US Government. Cuban- 
Americans such as Jose Canseco, Rey 
Ordonez, and Alex Fernandez all sat out 
to refute the Governments decision to 
reunite Elian with his father.
Speaking of the father-child 
relationship, Laila Ali, daughter of 
Muhammad, pounded her opponent 
Kristina King, in a woman’s boxing match 
held in the most obscure of places, China. 
Her father had never traveled to China to 
fight, and Laila pronounced after the fight, 
“I did it for you, Dad.” Known for their 
commitment to non-violence, the Chinese 
struggled to fill half of the capacity of the 
stadium in Guangzhou, China.
Speaking of non-violence, there was 
news involving PC basketball this past 
week. Ex-Friar, and NBA hall-of-famer 
Lenny Wilkens, who had coached the 
Atlanta Hawks for the past seven years, is 
stepping down from his head coach 
position. Wilkens, who has the most 
victories in the history of the NBA has 
made vocal his interest in coaching 
elsewhere. Currently, he is weighing 
different options.
Speaking of weighing, Michael Grant 
and Lennox Lewis prepare for the weigh- 
in for their fight on Saturday night. But 
first, Lennox Lewis is protesting the fight 
due to the gloves that Grant is preparing 
to wear. The squabbling for the 
heavyweight fight has already begun, and 
it is predicted to continue Thursday at the 
weigh-in. The controversy over the gloves 
rages on as Grant claims that the particular 
brand does not fit his hand.
Speaking of “If the glove doesn’t fit, 
you must acquit,” Johnny Cochran is back 
in business. Besides coming to Providence 
to file against the city, Cochran is also 
working for NFL lineman Orlando Brown. 
You may remember Brown who drove 
referee Jeff Triplette to the ground after 
being hit in the eye with Triplette’s flag, 
which was part bean bag. The incident 
may cost Brown his career due to 
excessive bleeding behind his eye. 
Brown’s suspension was lifted due to the 
injury he suffered, allowing him to take 
the field on Sundays.
Speaking of Sunday, yet another Sox 
game has been cancelled and I find myself 
viewing a movie as interesting as the 
History Channel’s “Belgium Week.” It’s 
too bad they don’t sell referee flags to the
public.
The final curtain
by Dave Regan ’00
Asst. Sports Editor 1999-2000
“Well it’s been ten years, and a 
thousand tears. And look at the mess 
I’m in...”
I wish I could take credit for the 
above lyric, but I can’t. That comes 
from Mike Ness and the band Social 
Distortion, in a song called “Ball and 
Chain.” And no, it hasn’t taken me ten 
years to graduate from Providence 
College, but there are times when it’s 
felt that long. The people that I’ve met, 
the friends that I’ve made, and the 
opportunities that I’ve had here at PC 
have been second to none. I just wish 
that things were not ending on the note 
that they are.
We here at The Cowl had to report 
on some unfortunate events. As 
journalists, it’s our job to report the 
story, and only the story as we see it. I 
know for a fact that we as sports 
journalists have the responsibility to 
cover the games and the athletes who 
play those games. If something goes 
right on the court, or the field, or the 
ice, then the athletes are going to get 
praise. If these same athletes happen 
to lose a game, then that’s going to be 
reported as well. We here at The Cowl 
are students, who are just attempting 
to cover the games that other students 
play. I just wish the members of the 
student body, faculty, and staff would 
sit back for a minute and think about 
the position we here have decided to 
put ourselves into. We write because 
we love to write. We go to the events 
because we love sports. We interview 
athletes and coaches because we like 
the interaction with coaches, and our 
fellow students.
There has been nothing printed in 
the 1999-2000 Cowl that I won’t stand 
behind, or that I won’t say has been 
nothing but totally accurate. We have 
checked and double-checked our 
numbers and stats. We’ve listened and 
listened again to the interviews with 
players and coaches. We’ve gone over 
with fellow editors and our staff the 
facts of certain articles. And everything 
you’ve read this year, everything that 
you’ve seen, has been nothing but the 
truth.
Yet I harken back to better days 
here at Providence College. My 
freshman year, when the basketball 
team went to the Elite Eight, and upset 
the mighty Blue Devils of Duke. This
• ••
campus stood behind that team, and 
stood behind men like Austin Croshere, 
Derek Brown, Ruben Garces, God 
Shammgod, and Jason Murdock. Head 
coach Pete Gillen had that team, and the 
student body, wrapped around his finger 
because his energy and enthusiasm was 
contagious to the rest of the student body. 
There were quite a few black and white 
painted faces in the crowd in 
Birmingham, Alabama the day PC 
slipped on the glass slipper and became 
Cinderella.
Now, head coach Tim Welsh has to 
deal with a team that may have up to 
eight players declared ineligible to play 
next season. Three recruits signed, two 
or three more possibilities still out there. 
The task though is not going to be easy. 
The end result of all this: students 
severely hurt for no reason, eight 
students punished for actions that could 
have been prevented had they used their 
heads for more than to make threats, and 
a basketball program that stands in 
disarray.
I had the honor of covering two 
teams that exemplified the best of what 
Providence College has to offer. So 
special thanks to head coach Tracy Kerr 
and her women’s soccer team for a great 
fall, and to head coach Paul Pooley and 
his men’s hockey team for a great winter. 
Each and every one of you that I had the 
opportunity to meet and talk to were 
nothing but kind with your time, and 
sincere with your words. I wish nothing 
but the best of luck to you and your teams 
as you continue the quest back to the top 
of your respective conferences.
And as I wrap things up for the last 
time as a Providence College student, 
maybe things are not as bad as I see them. 
Maybe some of you out there see that 
PC athletics are only down because of 
the natural ebb and flow of sports in 
general. I’m really not all that sure 
anymore. All I do know is that I’ve had 
a blast covering and writing about PC 
athletics. Thank you for all of you who 
have made that possible. Best of luck in 
the future to the athletes and coaches 
who remain here. May you overcome the 
obstacles that stand in your way, and may 
The Cowl continue to bring you the best 
and most fair coverage we can possibly 
bring to the college community.
Good luck 2000-2001 staff. 
Remember to have fun while you’re 
here.
Turn out the lights...my party is over. 
I’ll see you somewhere out there.
Attention Figure Skaters!
The Pawtucket & Providence 
Synchronized Skating Teams 
have openings on our Senior Team. 
Please visit us at our open house on 
APRIL 29 FROM 3-5 P.M. 
at Lynch Arena, Pawtucket.




If you would like to experience the fun 
and challenge of Synchronized Skating, 
please join us.
For more information please call
Event: The PC Pops Concert presenting...
Michael Feinstein & 
the RI Philharmonic
Date: Saturday, May 20,2000
Place: Schneider Arena
Time: 6:30 PM-11:30 PM






If you are interested in signing up, please stop by the 
Alumni/Development Office, Harkins Hah 109, 
before April 28, 2000.
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Signing off... Tennis finishes
-Continued from back page-
College. Here we tell the truth, and 
comment on things the way we see them.
All I have ever tried to do is make 
people think. If you have laughed at my 
sarcasm, agreed with my commentary, 
or argued the point I was trying to get 
across, then I was successful. I am not 
out to please anyone and will not pander 
to those who want me to. I have spoken 
and written my opinion and will continue 
to do so for as long as I draw breath or 
am able to type.
I do not mean to give off the 
impression that my experience here at 
PC has been all bad. There have been 
some fantastic moments and terrific 
people, but they are, sadly, in the 
minority.
Way back during my freshman year, 
the Men’s Basketball team went to the 
Elite Eight. That was an exciting ride 
for a group of hard-working and student­
friendly basketball players and coaches. 
I was lucky enough to be able to watch 
the first two rounds of the tournament 
in person, including the dramatic win 
over Duke.
Last year, of course, there was the 
miracle run of the baseball team in their 
final season. That was a joy to cover, 
and an even greater joy to be a part of.
Then there are the people who I have 
met and worked with here at PC. From 
the ever-friendly administrative 
assistants (calling them secretaries 
would be a great disservice to them) to 
the writers and editors here at The Cowl, 
to the professors who have broadened 
my mind. Whether it was discussing 
sports, classes, or anything else that 
crossed our minds, being around you
CARS / TRUCKS
.All makes & models, anyyear ~
"*021 Ownty St.,. Somerwst, MA 0272®
——  ------ 508-675-3750
CLASSIFIED
Opportunities
Student organizations earn 
$1,000-2,000 with the 
easy campusfundraiser.com 
three hour fundraising event.
No sales required. 
Fundraising dates are filling 
quickly, so call today!
Contact campusfundraiser.com, 
(888) 923-3238, or visit 
www.catnpusfundraiser.com
You’ve got approximately 45 years of 
work ahead of you. You may as well 
do something you love NOW! Be a 
Student Brand Manager representing 
RED BULL, on campus next fall.
Throw parties, go to all the hot sports, 
build a great resume. Fax resume to 
Kim Burke@ 401-934-5966, 
question/details call Kim @ 
401-789-2583 or 310-393-4647 x 551.
APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Pembroke Avenue 
Alarm, 2 Bedrooms, 
Gas Heat, Dishwasher,
Off street parking
Please call Bill at
401-474-1747 
made me believe, if but for a moment, 
PC was not the living Hell I often felt it 
was.
Unfortunately, there are people like 
the troglodyte who left the message in 
my mailbox on paper towels.
I mean good God, paper towels!!
Are you so afraid of what a student 
Sports Editor could do that you would 
not sign your name and use seemingly 
untraceable materials?
I guess so, in which case I can only 
say that it is in the shadows that real 
ignorance and bitterness lurk. True 
courage is standing up for your 
convictions, despite the fact they may not 
be well received by the majority.
There is one truism in the person’s 
note, though. I really do not know 
“nothing about anything.”
If four years at this institution has 
taught me anything, it is that you come 
to college thinking you know everything 
and leave realizing you know nothing at 
all.
So, on May 16, 2000,1 will take the 
last question on my last final exam, get 




I will not look back, for I want 
nothing more to do with PC, and I am 
sure the feeling is mutual. I and my 
opinions will be on their way to a place 
far from here, and both sides can heave 
a sigh of relief.
I just wish that the coward would 
have left his name.
But hey, what does he know, he’s 
just...?
Summer Employment Opportunities
SUMMER CHILD CARE NEEDED: 
If you are a fun- loving, conscientious 
individual who would like to play 
with an 8 year old boy and will be in 
the area for the summer, 
please call Mary at 454-4955.
Help needed infrequently during the 
week and several weekend nights a 
month during the summer. 
We live near the college.
Got a Job?
MOTHER EARTH NEEDS 
YOU!
Work in a Fun and Motivating team 
atmosphere while gaining 
campaign experience. 
Summer or year round positions 
available $8/ hour.
Call Rob at Clean Water Action. 
331-6972
SPORTS MARKET RESEARCH 
Part- time interviewers, 21 and 
over. People who like to travel and 
have flexible schedules. 
Great resume builder.
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shut out 4-0. Miami easily breezed past 
the Friars as Jarvis dropped his match 
6-2,6-0 at fourth singles, while Roslund 
and senior John Sayward were double- 
bageled at fifth and sixth singles respec­
tively.
The Friars moved into the consola­
tion bracket where they defeated sixth 
seed Connecticut by a score of 4-2. 
Fabian led PC at first singles with an easy 
6-0, 6-3 win. Dressier came back after 
dropping the first set to win a marathon 
three-setter 2-6,7-6,6-4. Riccobono and 
Roslund also recorded victories for the 
Friars at third and fifth singles respec­
tively.
“We had a lot of fun down there,” 
said Jarvis. “We came through with two 
really big wins. We had a lot of people 
come through for us. We knew that we 
could beat these teams and we were glad 
we could come through.”
PC ran out of steam against Rutgers 
in their final consolation match and fell 
to the Scarlet Knights by a score of 4-0. 
Jarvis, Roslund, and Sayward dropped 
their singles matches while Fabian/ 
Riccobono and Roslund/Jarvis were un­
able to come up with the doubles point. 
Despite the loss, the Friars finished sixth 
overall, far higher than their ninth seeded 
ranking would indicate.
“This team really came together at the 
end of the year,” said Fabian. “We came 
on strong and beat two teams that we lost 
to during the season. Our team reached 
a level of play we were supposed to reach 
next year. Instead, we reached it this year 
so it was good to see that. We were very 
pleased with the outcome. We were very 
happy to beat BC and UConn because 
they were very intense rivals. It was so 
nice to see the team come together and 
celebrate after both matches.”
The Lady Friars opened up their first 
round against Rutgers, a team they de­
feated 6-3 during the season. This time 
around, however, eighth seeded PC was 
unable to defeat the ninth seeded Scar­
let Knights and fell by a score of 5-3. 
Junior Alison Carton led the team with 
a comeback victory at second singles, 
winning 2-6, 6-1, 6-0. Sophomore
Summer Lifeguard
What do you want to remember 
about your summer? Do you want 
to be the inspirational force for a 
child? Do you want to build 
friendships that will last for a 
lifetime? If your choice is to be 
part of an outdoor community that 
is dedicated to making a difference, 
then you should come work at a 
GIRL SCOUT CAMP.
Waterfront directors, assisstant 
directors, lifeguards and 
WSI’s needed for day and 
resident camps in RI and MA.
Duties include: teaching swimming 
lessons, general lifeguarding. Must 
have certificate surf/ non surf a 
plus. Great environment and 
competitive wages.
To join the team, call 
Girl Scouts of RI, Inc.
401-331-4500 or 800-331-0149 
ext. 347 for an application or 
campstaff@gsri.org or 
www.grsi.org — EOE M/F/D/V 
Lindsey Gillooly was ahead 6-1, 4-2 at 
fifth singles when her opponent retired, 
giving her the automatic win. She then 
teamed up with sophomore Katie 
Lafayette at third doubles and gave PC 
its third point with an 8-4 victory.
Sophomore Brooke Rubin battled 
aggressively at first singles before bow­
ing out in a three-setter 4-6, 7-6, 6-2. 
Senior Jesse LeMasters also took her 
match into three sets before dropping the 
match 6-2, 0-6, 5-7. Sophomore Gina 
Vlasek ran out of steam in the second 
set after narrowly dropping the first set 
5-7.
The Lady Friars moved to the conso­
lation bracket and defeated the twelfth 
seed Connecticut by a score of 5-1. 
Rubin opened up with a 6-3, 6-1 win at 
first singles. Carton double-bageled her 
opponent at second singles while 
Gillooly matched the feat at fifth singles. 
LeMasters easily won her third singles 
match 6-1, 6-4 while Vlasek struggled a 
bit at fourth singles but came away with 
a 5-7,6-4,6-3 win. Freshman Courtney 
Maloy dropped a three-setter at sixth 
singles, losing 6-4, 2-6, 1-6.
The Lady Friars then took on elev­
enth seed Villanova, winning 5-1. Rubin 
easily won her match at first singles 6- 
2, 6-2. Carton went into three sets at 
second singles before walking away with 
a 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 win, and LeMasters also 
outlasted her opponent in a tight 7-5, 6- 
4 victory at third singles. Vlasek easily 
won her fourth singles match 6-0, 6-2 
and Gillooly was equally successful at 
fifth singles with a 6-3, 6-2 win, sealing 
ninth place for the Lady Friars.
“We were disappointed after we lost 
to Rutgers because we beat them earlier,” 
said Carton. “It was a really close match, 
everyone played really well. It was just 
bad luck. I was really disappointed be­
cause I thought this was one of the best 
teams. We did so well this season and 
we really wanted to end sixth.”
Overall, the seasons for both the Men 
and Women’s teams were quite success­
ful. The Men’s team finished with a 13- 
9 record on the year while the Lady Fri­
ars ended with a 19-8 record.
Summer Campstaff
What do you want to remember 
about your summer? Do you want 
to be the inspirational force for a 
child? Do you want to build 
friendships that will last for a 
lifetime? If your choice is to be 
part of an outdoor community that 
is dedicated to making a difference, 
then you should come work at 
GIRL SCOUT CAMP.
Many positions available: life 
guards, counselors, kitchen staff, 
horseback riding instructors, 
sailing instructors, canoeing and 
kayaking instructors, 
program directors.
Overnight, day, and 
urban positions
available- season runs from mid­
June through August. To join the 
team call Girl Scouts of RI, Inc. at 
401-331 -4500 or 800-331-0149 
ext. 347 for an application. Email 
at campstaff@gsri.org or 
www.gsri.org — EOE M/F/D/V






scrums, spikes, and success
Ken Leahy
Sr. Cohasset, Mass.
-Scored four goals in PC’s two lacrosse 
games last week and became the team’s 
all-time leading scorer with 186 points 
(113 goals, 73 assists) in 57 games.
Chris Tobey
So., Hopkinton, Mass.
-Turned in the best 36-hole performance 
of his career in leading the Friars golf 
team to a third place finish at the New 
England Division I Tournament, April 18- 
19. Tobey fired a two-day total of 74-74- 
149 to tie for third in the tournament. His 
nine-over par total was just five strokes 
behind the tournament winner.
by Alison Carton ’01
Sports Staff
The Providence College Men’s 
Rugby Team won the Division 2 
Bracket in the “Beast of the East” 
Rugby tournament 
this weekend in 
Portsmouth, RI. PC 
capitalized on the 
momentum they 
gained after two 
good wins against 
Sacred Heart and 
The Men’s Club of 
Springfield. The 
team had only four 
games under their 
belt before the 
tournament but 
expected to make a 
good showing in the 
36-team field.
“We were very 
hopeful that we 
would win some 
games because we had two wins 
against strong teams the previous 
week,” stated junior Evan MacLean.
PC was only scored on three times 
during the tournament and shut out the 
Coast Guard Academy in the final 
game. PC also plowed through St. 
Michael’s, UMass Lowell, Wentworth 
Institute, and Central Connecticut on 
their way to the Championship game. 
PC had not defeated Central 
Connecticut in two years but this 
year’s strong and experienced team 
had better results.
“Beating Central Connecticut
showed how much better we have 
become over the years,” stated senior 
Jay Hanley.
According to MacLean, the team’s 
success can be attributed to how well 
the team works together. “We are all
good friends and we have been playing 
together for a while so we work well as 
a team. We have a bunch of experienced 
juniors who hold the team together and 
three talented seniors for whom this is 
the last tournament, Jay Hanley, Steve 
Allard, and Dave Conley,” stated 
MacLean.
“No one player scored more than 
twice the whole weekend. The scoring 
was spread out evenly throughout the 
team which demonstrates our teamwork. 
Some key players were Ryan Kelley, 
Ryan Cabral, and Dan Malvey,” said 
MacLean.
PC was missing five starting juniors 
for the tournament due to injury and 
studying abroad but had no problem 
finding talented players to fill in. 
According to MacLean other teams 
commented on PC’s professional 
looking team. “A 




leagues told us 
that we were one 
of the best teams 
to come out of 
the tournament in 




were based on 
results from the 




ecticut, Coast Guard and PC were 
arguably the most heavily favored teams. 
Southern was not a threat to PC because 
they lost an early battle to Central 
Connecticut and PC had no trouble 
handling the other seeded teams. 
Providence shut out the Coast Guard in 
the final game, leaving them first out of 
the 36 teams in the Division 2 Bracket.
The Division 2 Bracket included 
smaller teams such as Trinity College 
and the Naval Academy, while the 
Division 1 bracket contained 36 teams 
from bigger schools like UConn and the 
Ivy League.
Standings
Men’s Lacrosse (MAAC) Weekly ScheduleSoftball (Big East)
Team Wins Losses Team Wins Losses
Mount St. Mary’s 8 0 Notre Dame 8 2
St. Joseph’s 8 0 Connecticut 10 4
Sacred Heart 5 4 Boston College 7 3
Manhattan 5 4 Seton Hall 6 6
Marist 4 4 St. John’s 6 6
Providence 4 5 Villanova 5 7
Quinnipiac 4 5 Rutgers 4 6
Canisius 3 6 Pittsburgh 3 9
Siena 1 6 Providence 3 9
Wagner 0 8
Softball
4/27 vs. Rhode Island (doubleheader) 
3:00 p.m.
4/29 vs. Rutgers (doubleheader) 
Noon
Men’s and Women’s Track
4/27-4/29 Penn Relays at UPenn
Golf
4/29-4/31 Big East Championships
Kerri Jacklets 
Jr., Sayville, N.Y.
Led the softball team to a 6-2 week, 
batting .375 over the eight games, with 
seven runs scored, four RBIs, three 
doubles and one triple. She knocked a 




-Won the 3,000 meter steeplechase in a 









4/29 vs. Rutgers © noon
4/30 vs. Villanova © noon
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Softball unable to hold pair of leads
by Matt Young ’01
Asst. Sports Editor
The Providence College Lady Friars 
Softball team suffered a pair of 
heartbreaking losses to Connecticut on 
Tuesday afternoon. The Huskies rallied 
from behind in the seventh inning of both 
games to capture a pair of important 
conference wins.
In the first game the Friars gained the 
lead in dramatic fashion as senior co­
captain Jami Servidone belted a solo 
home run in the top of the seventh inning. 
The Friars lead turned out to be short­
lived as Connecticut stormed back in the 
bottom half of the inning to steal the 
victory. Connecticut’s Jamine Blesoff 
was the hero as she smashed a game 
winning two-run home run.
Freshman Missy Peterson suffered 
the loss for the Friars in both games as 
she fell to 11-12 on the season.
In the second game it was 
Connecticut who took the lead in the 
fourth inning. Providence answered with 
three runs of their own in the fifth as they 
capitalized on some Connecticut fielding 
miscues. Again the Friars were unable 
to hold onto the lead as Connecticut tied 
the game at 3-3 in the bottom of the fifth.
In the final inning, Connecticut’s 
Blesoff again propelled her team to 
victory as she hit a sacrifice fly to score 
the winning run.
Despite the losses Head Coach Dana 
Fulmer praised her team. “Yesterday 
was one of our best days and worst days,
best in the sense that it was probably the 
best we have played as a team. We 
played phenomenal against .a 
traditionally top twenty-five team.” 
“To me it 
was probably 
one of our best 
two games all 
year just in the 
sense that we 
played at a very 
high level
against a team 
that trad­
itionally beats 
us in five 
innings by the 




Friars record to 
18-23 overall 
and 3-9 in the 
Big East.
In other 
action, the Boston College Eagles 
showed why they are a force to be 
reckoned with in the Big East 
Conference this past week as they swept 
a pair of games from the Providence 
College Softball team.
In the first game the Eagles blasted 
the Friars 10-0 in five innings as they 
used their homerun power to take 
advantage of some early Providence 
errors. Four different Eagles homered 
on the afternoon as they cruised to 
photo by John Englishmen ’03
Catcher Kerri Jacklets has performed well both offensively 
and defensively all season long for the Lady Friars.
victory.
In the first inning the Eagles got 
things going as Lauren Fischetti dropped 
a bloop single over the drawn in infield 
scoring the game’s first run. Summer 
Jarratt then followed with a grand slam 
homerun as she smashed a chin high 
offering over the right Centerfield fence 
giving the Eagles a commanding 5-0 
lead.
The Eagles were not done however 
as they once again went deep in the third 
inning as Chris Vicari and Fischetti 
smashed back-to-back home runs to 
increase the lead to 7-0. After an Eagle 
double Julie Ulbrich then blasted a 
mammoth homerun which landed on the 
lacrosse field.
Freshman Melissa Peterson took the 
loss for the Friars as she lasted only one 
inning giving up five runs on four hits. 
Heather Nathan closed out the remainder 
of the game as she hurled the final four 
innings yielding five runs on seven hits.
“The first game we played horribly, 
there was very little positive about that 
game. We didn’t pitch well, we didn’t 
hit well, and we didn’t field well. We 
weren’t ourselves out there.”
In the second game the Friars got off 
on the right track as they jumped out to 
a 4-0 lead in the third inning thanks to a 
Kerri Jacklets three-run homerun to give 
the Friars an early lead. However, the 
game was called due to rain and thus the 
Friars effort went for naught as a Big 
East Conference rule states that games 
cannot be continued.
Forced to start from scratch the Friars 
attempted once again to upend the Eagles 
however they were unable to do so 
falling by a score of 4-1.
Providence also hosted Big East foes 
St. John’s and Seton Hall over the 
weekend of April 15-16. The Friars split 
a pair of games against both of these 
clubs. Against Seton Hall the Friars 
dropped the opener losing 4-1 but 
rebounded to win game two by a score 
of 2-1. In action against St. John’s the 
Friars dropped the first game 2-0, 
however they again showed resilience as 
they bounced back to take game two 5- 
1.
Golf high on low scores
THE INTRAMURAL BOARD PRESENTS...
FRISBEE PLAYERS FRENZY
-Continued from back-
their top performance of the season when 
they finished third among eighteen 
teams. With a two-day mark of 312-306- 
618, they played twenty-seven strokes 
behind the leader, Rhode Island (300- 
291-591). The tournament was held at 
the Country Club of Fairfield, a 6,358 
yard par 70 course.
Sophomore Chris Tobey led the PC 
Friars. Tobey gave his best performance 
of the season, taking the third place 
finish. His two-day total was 74-75-149. 
Co-captains, Bridgeo and Cashman 
followed Tobey. They tied for the 
twenty-second spot, with a 156. Bridgeo 
fired away a 79-77-156 and Cashman 
handled a 77-79-156.
“I really enjoyed my time at Fairfield. 
I played well and felt good about my 
game,” commented Tobey.
1999-2000 Providence College Hockey Awards
The Cowl Congratulates the following players...
Doug Sheppard - Team MVP
Jon DiSalvatore - PIus/Minus Award, Reverend Herman 
Schneider Award (most valuable freshman)
Fernando Pisani - Thomas Eccleston, Jr. Award (unsung 
hero)
Hynes tied for twenty-seventh (82- 
76-158). Monahan finished off the Friar 
golfers with a thirty-seventh place finish 
(83-78-161).
The University of Rhode Island 
finished in first (306-302-621), followed 
by Hartford. Providence College 
finished three strokes ahead of 
Connecticut (317-304-621) and Yale 
(308-313-621) who tied for fourth place.
Check up on the Friars as they return 
to action this Saturday and Sunday in 
their last tournament of the spring 
season. They travel to South Bend, 
Indiana, to compete in the BIG EAST 
tournament at the Warren Golf Course.
“The team is really looking forward 
to the Big East competition,” said Tobey. 
“We are happy and excited after two 
third place finishes.”
APRIL 29TH @RAY FIELD OR 
PETERSON IF IT RAINS
Lacrosse continues to slide
-Continued from back-
the afternoon. Combined with a goal 
scored in the gamefollowing against St. 
Joseph’s, he has recorded 113 goals and 
73 assists for a total of 186 career points.
Leahy’s 186 points eclipsed the 
previous mark of 184 points, which was 
established last season by former 
teammate Matt Pymm, who recorded his 
final points in the team’s final game last 
season. In 14 games this season, Leahy 
has scored a career-high 43 points, 
consisting of 20 goals and 23 assists, 
leading the team in both scoring and 
assists.
In game action, Brown led 2-0 after 
the first quarter and went on to take over 
the game in the second quarter, 
outscoring the Friars, 6-2.
On a rain-soaked field, scoring was 
low in the second half as each team made 
a number of turnovers while battling in 
the mud. Freshman Jon Thompson 
scored Brown’s only goals of the second 
half at 4:24 and 2:57 of the third period. 
Leahy netted the Friars’ final goal at 
11:30 of the fourth quarter.
With the victory Brown improved to 
6-5 overall, while PC fell to 5-8.
With one game remaining, Leahy and 
Houston lead the team in scoring with 
43 and 33 points, respectively. Junior 
Jim Dooley is third with 28 points, 21 
goals and seven assists, followed by 
junior Jeff Merklinger with 17 goalsand 
five assists for a total of 22 points.
Senior goaltender Brian McCarthy’s 
efforts kept PC close when needed, but 
were undermined by a lack of scoring in 
the crucial point of the season thus 
resulting in nine straight losses. 
McCarthy has totaled 200 saves on the 
year allowing 137 goals for a .593 save 
percentage and a 10.36 goals against 
average.
The Friars will return to action for 
their final game of the season on 
Saturday, May 6 against Albany at PC’s 
Glay Field. Face-off time is scheduled 
for 2:00 PM.
Imagine how good it 
would be to know that 
after you've taken that 
long, cleansing shower you 
can slip into a 
genuine Pomegranate 
Custom Designed t-shirt 
that YOU ordered! Guaran­










Well, here we are at the end 
of the road, my last article for 
The Cowl. I had wanted this to 
be a peaceful break with the 
College that 1 have come to 
loathe, but it cannot be.______
I wan­









ardly member of our 
community decided to raise my 
ire this past week. I am not 
referring to the basketball 
incident, the lack of diversity, 
or even my favorite dead horse 
to beat, Title IX.
The Tuesday before we left 
for Easter, I walked into The 
Cowl office and found a sealed 
envelope from the PC Athletic 
Department. Inside was a note 
scrawled in script on two paper 
towels: “Joe—You are entirely 
correct in your article ‘Double 
Standards’ when you say you 
are just a Sports Editor, what do 
you know? The answer is NO­
THING about ANYTHING.” 
The paper towel was unsigned.
In my tenure as Sports 
Editor of The Cowl I have often 
criticized, sometimes offended, 
but always given my opinion. I 
have always welcomed people 
to disagree and denounce my 
opinion, for that is the 
foundation of intellectual 
discourse. What this cowardly 
person has done is take a “cheap 
shot” at me, and not even give 
their name, so I would be unable 
to respond. I would have liked 
to have met this person and have 
heard their views on the matter, 
but they obviously did not want 
to meet me.
I stand up for my beliefs, and 
am never afraid to say them 
aloud. If you disagree, try to 
change my mind, or walk away. 
I have written several columns 
that many have disagreed with, 
but no one who was offended 
by them handled their anger by 
sending anonymous notes 
meant to demean me.
I stand behind everything I 
have written for my section this 
past year. Athletes who have 
legal troubles are always news, 
even here at Providence 
College. Administrative 
decisions should be examined 
and criticized, not blindly 
followed and accepted. If you 
are looking for six pages of 
sports cheerleading go read the
A stroke of success
Men’s tennis battle
to third place finish
with wins over rivals
ily winning 6-2, 6-2. Sopho­
mores Matt Jarvis and Craig 
Roslund stepped up at fourth 
and fifth singles respectively to 
put the Friars on top. Jarvis de­
feated his opponent 6-4, 6-1 
while Roslund “bageled” his 
opponent in the second set for a 
6-4, 6-0 victory.
Juniors Paco Fabian and 
Chris Ric- 
cobono teamed 
up at first 






dropped a tight 
match at sec­
ond doubles 
and lost 8-9 in 
a tiebreaker. 
With a first day 
victory, the Fri­
ars headed into 
the quar- 
the Eagles°3-4 ... 7 byJoh"'03 a^ins’t" ‘top
just a week be- at third sj ,es for the Friars . seed Miami, 
fore the tourna- ® PC was no
ment. Junior Chris Riccobono match for Miami as they were 
led the team at third singles, eas- .. .b tennis, page 29
by Virginia Cheng ’03
Sports Staff
The Providence College 
Men’s and Women’s Tennis 
teams closed out their seasons at 
the Big East Championships last 
week at Coral Gables and Key 
Biscayne in Florida. The Men’s 
team reached their early season 
goal of finishing 




moving up one 





up the first round 
on Thursday 
with a 4-1 win 
over eighth seed 
Boston College. 
It was a strong 
showing for PC 
after losing to
Golf finishes third 
in Rhode Island
tournament
and Justin Monahan. Tied for 
eighth place, they both finished 
at twelve over par with a two 
day score of 154. Hynes 
opened with a 74 on Monday 
and finished off the tournament 
with an 80. Monahan shot a 78 
followed by a 76. Senior co­
captain Ben Bridgeo finished in 
nineteenth place. He shot a 75- 
81-156, coming 
in fourteen over 
par. Sophomore 
Chris Tobey tied 
for twenty­
fourth place, 






tied for fortieth 
place, when he 
shot a 79-83- 
162.
Earlier last 
week the Friars 
photo provided by Sport, Info ™mPet|d in the 
Rhode BenBrid§eofinishedin 19thP,ace Division 8 I 
with a two day score of 156. Tournament> 
Individually leading the April 18-19. They turned in 
Friars were juniors Chris Hynes Golf, page 31
by Jen Watson ’03
Sports Staff
The Providence College 
Golf team continued their superb 
play when they finished third at 
the University of Rhode Island/ 
Cleveland Golf Spring 
Invitational. The tournament 
took place at the Green Valley 
Country Club, 
a par 70, 
6,850-yard 
course. They 


















Friars bounced from playoffs
by R.J. Friedman ’03
Sports Staff
Math is a requirement here at 
Providence College - so let’s 
throw some numbers around on 
behalf of the PC Men’s Lacrosse 
team.
Question: What do you get 
when you take five consecutive 
wins to start the season, and add 
them to a nine-game losing 
streak to cap off the season?
Answer: A 5-9 record and 
elimination from the MAAC 
playoffs before they even start.
This was the finality the PC 
Lacrosse team had to face last 
Thursday, April 20, in 
Philadelphia, PA, as they fell to 
St. Joseph’s University, 15-9. 
The loss was the Friars’ ninth 
consecutive and eliminated them 
from the MAAC playoffs, which
Chris Houston, the Friars’ 
leading goal scorer on the 
season, netted the Friars’ only 
goal of the first half at 10:16 of 
the second quarter. Houston
was not enough to catch the 
Hawks, who tallied four goals 
in the fourth to earn the 15-9 
victory.
With the victory, St. Joseph’s 
improved to 9-4 on the year, and 
maintained their 8-0 MAAC 
Conference record on the season 
- assuring them of the number 
one seed in this year’s playoffs. 
Providence fell to 5-9, watching 
their MAAC record plummet to 
4-5 for the season.
On Tuesday, April 18, the 
Friars suffered a blow to their 
record and their confidence, 
losing to cross-town rival Brown 
University, 10-3. Brown junior 
Mike Monfett scored two goals 
and added one assist to lead the 
Bears.
PC senior co-captain Ken 
Leahy, who started off the year 
on fire but dimmed as the season
went on to score four goals on 
the afternoon, which gave him 
27 goals on the season.
St. Joseph’s scored three 
goals in the second quarter and 
ntered half 
ime with a 5-1 
advantage.





riars, 6-2, in 
the third quarter 
and held an 11- 




showed signs of 
Usw» Jlife in the fourth 
uarter, scoring 
six goals in the
X
other newspaper for Providence
Valenzano, page 29
begin this Saturday, April 29.
The Hawks led 2-0 at the end 
of the first quarter on two goals 
by Bert Whitelock. Sophomore
£^^^4^^^22Lx^£^E3^ik^9MHHiBrafinal 15 min- 
pholoby John Englishmen'03 f .
Brian McCarthy kept PC close when they However P thYe 
needed it, but fell victim to a lack of scoring. pr j ars, gffort
progressed, established the PC 
all-time scoring mark after 
scoring all three Friar goals on
Lacrosse, page 31
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